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The Great Comforter  

   At one of the Chautauqua lecture evenings at the CBMM 

this summer, an actress portrayed Eleanor Roosevelt.  In 

character, she mentioned that Claire Booth Luce had said 

about her that no woman had provided ògreater comfort to 

the distressed or distress to the comfortable.ó  That is 

quite an attribution.  However, rather than leading me to 

thoughts about Eleanor Roosevelt, my mind immediately 

associated this description with another, namely our 

Savior Jesus Christ.  I have not been able to put aside 

associating this description of Him nor of those who carry 

forth His mission. 

  Jesusõ mission was to bring relief to 

a world in need of salvation.  He 

brought comfort and hope to the 

afflicted, the downtrodden, and those 

without a voice in the world.  Yet in 

doing so He also caused great 

consternation and fear amongst 

others.  His mission was to bring the 

Good News of salvation to all people 

and begin the initiation of Godõs kingdom on this earth 

where the division between the haves and the have nots 

would cease to exist. 

  We might ask how He carried out this mission so that it 

would continue beyond His brief presence amongst us.  

What did He teach his disciples that would carry down 

through the years to be as vital a message now as it was 

then? 

  One constant message Jesus proclaimed through word 

and action was that compassion would be the way of life 

of His followers.  Compassion is the compass for a 

Christian life.  Compassionõs root òcompassó is an 

interesting word.  Itõs definition as used in the translation 

of the King James Version of our Holy Scripture is as verb.  

To compass means òto surround; to environ; to enclose on 

all sides.ò  An example of its usage would be ñWith favor 

wilt thou compass him as with a shield.ò Psalm 5  or ñNow all 

the blessings of a glad father compass thee about.ò The Tempest 

ï Shakespeare 

  It can be inferred from this definition that compassion is 

an act that surrounds and envelopes.  It becomes readily 

apparent that one cannot act in a compassionate manner 

as if observing from afar.  It is all in or nothing.  Thus, 

when we think of engaging in compassionate works with 

our brothers and sisters, we need to avoid approaching 

such work as something we do to another. Rather 

compassion is mutual activity.  It is an act done in concert 

with another.  And, as such, the work and the reward 

involve both parties. òIn everything I showed you that by 

working hard in this manner you must help the weak and 

remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself 

said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.ó Acts 20:35 

  Too often those who work in a field that requires the 

exercise of compassion, suffer from a condition we 

commonly refer to as òburn out.ó But we do not hear much 

about Jesus or his disciples who engaged fully in lives of 

compassion, suffering 

from such a condition.  

Certainly, they did take 

time away for rest, prayer 

and even having fun.  

However, I do not believe 

the need to do so, arose 

out of physical or 

emotional exhaustion from 

the work of compassion. If 

anything, compassionate 

acts seemed to energize 

them.  There was always 

enough to go around 

whether it be physical or spiritual nourishment.  I believe 

their model of working in the accompaniment of another 

disciple and engaging fully from the inside out in the work 

of compassion actually became a source of strength and 

vitality for them.  It can be for us as well.   
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Blessings, 

                   Fr. Kevin 



  CHEERS  

and  

APPRECIATION 
 

¶ Thank you to Louise Thorndike, Loretta and Marshall 

Blume, Richard Newton, and Catherine Pierson for 

assisting with the Just Once per Year Lunch Bunch 

program in July.  

¶ Grazie everyone who helped make our annual Thank 

you Oxford event a fun and successful time.  Special 

thanks to Anne and Tom DeMarco for creating such a 

wonderful evening.  Thanks also to Padre Giuseppe for 

traveling all the way from Italy. Great appreciation to 

the Gratis & Facile Band (otherwise known as the Free 

ôn Eazy) for a night of wonderful music and song.  

¶ Thanks to the Holy Roller String Band (otherwise known 

as the Free ôn Eazy) for the Americana hymns and 

music at our Independence Day service.  

¶ Thank you to our fellowship hour hosts in July Ron & 

Sandy Kaufman, Brook & Larry Myers, Kathy & George 

Radcliffe, Barbara Cross, Louise Thorndike, Nancy 

Cooper, Connie Greenhawk and Betty and Ed Delaney. 

¶ Thanks to Cora and the Menõs choir for their wonderful 

music at our 10:30 service on July 22nd. 

¶ Appreciation to everyone who donated to the Camp 

Wright Counselorõs Care Packs.  Your thoughtfulness 

has been greatly appreciated by 48 counselors from all 

around this country and the world. 

¶ Thank you to Earl and Nancy Segal for their donation of 

a telescope to the church.  It enhances this yearõs new 

youth program to help our youth appreciate the wonder 

of Godõs universe. 

¶ Thank you to everyone who has been donating the 

fruits (and vegetables) of their gardens to the Victory 

Garden program.  You have nourished the hungry with 

your fresh produce. 

Blessings, 

Fr. Kevin 
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Senior Warden 

ACTIVITIES SURVEY 

    Last month, we sent to each email address a ques-

tionnaire, using Survey Monkey, to which 38 responses 

have been received and for which we are most grateful.  

We are aware that some couples have only one email 

address and therefore only one of the couple could re-

spond.  Additionally, we are aware that 26 of our Parish-

ioners have not provided an email address.  In order to 

encourage everyone to provide a response, the Survey 

Monkey will be resent in August electronically to those 

with email addresses and by USPS to those without 

electronic addresses.  If you have not already complet-

ed the survey, please take a moment to do so.  We 

have already established a substantial data base for 

those who have responded, but wish to give all Parish-

ioners an opportunity to be included, so that as pro-

grams, events and activities are considered in the fu-

ture, it will facilitate identifying those of you with the 

experience, skills and desires to participate, and im-

prove our opportunity to engage all interested persons 

in the activities and missions of our Parish. 

     Please take a moment to respond.  The rewards for 

participation far exceed the time and energy required to 

contribute for the benefit of others . 

¶ Gordon Fronk 

Daughters of the King 

Next meeting is Thursday,  August 9th at 4:00 pm 

in the River Room. Carol Schroder, our Assembly 

President, will be here for a visit. Any women who 

are interested in the Daughters of the King are 

invited to attend our meetings. 

Recruiting Concert Angels  
 

 Throughout the year we are fortunate to enjoy a 

wonderful series of concerts.  We can always use 

help at these concerts publicizing, greeting at-

tendees, handing out programs, collecting dona-

tions, and helping with the bit of work setting up 

and returning our facilities to their normal state.   If 

you would like to help us continue to offer these 

marvelous events, please contact the church office 

or speak with Fr. Kevin.  You will be blessed with 

the sounds of heaven. 
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Have You Earned Your Tomorrow 

by Edgar Guest 

Is anybody happier because you passed his way? 

Does anyone remember that you spoke to him 

today? 

This day is almost over, and its toiling time is 

through; 

Is there anyone to utter now a kindly word of you? 

 

Did you give a cheerful greeting to the friend who 

came along?  

Or a churlish sort of "Howdy" and then vanish in 

the throng?  

Were you selfish pure and simple as you rushed 

along the way,  

Or is someone mighty grateful for a deed you did 

today? 

 

Can you say tonight, in parting with the day that's 

slipping fast, 

That you helped a single brother of the many that 

you passed? 

Is a single heart rejoicing over what you did or 

said; 

Does a man whose hopes were fading now with 

courage look ahead? 

 

Did you waste the day, or lose it, was it well or 

sorely spent? 

Did you leave a trail of kindness or a scar of dis-

content? 

As you close your eyes in slumber do you think 

that God would say, 

You have earned one more tomorrow by the work 

you did today?   

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ 
 
Womenõs Bible Study concludes the study of the 

life of St. Paul Monday June 18th. There is no  

session on May 28th. A new study series will 

begin Monday September 17th. 

òJUST ONCE PER YEARó PROGRAM TO BEGIN 

SECOND YEAR!!! 

October 1st, 2017 was the kick-off date for the beginning 

of the òJust Once Per Yearó Program.  This program was 

developed to support the Lunch Bunch Group whose 

members meet every Wednesday morning to prepare 

lunch for approximately 37-43 persons in our community 

who are in need of a little help.  The meal consists of a 

sandwich, a piece of fruit, a dessert item and a cup of 

homemade soup. In years past, the Lunch Bunch mem-

bers were shopping for and paying for the groceries eve-

ry week.  Last year, we put out a call to our congregation 

to make this a hands-on church-wide mission and your 

response was tremendous, taking us through the entire 

year!  A heartfelt THANK YOU! to all of you who joined 

this group, agreeing to òJust Once Per Yearó provide the 

groceries and deliver them to the church kitchen by 

Tuesday afternoon.  The grocery list for 40 clients con-

sists of 5 loaves of bread, one head of iceberg lettuce, 

40 slices of cheese, 40 servings of luncheon meat, 40 

pieces of fruit (or fruit cups) and 40 dessert items such 

as cookies or brownies.  Larry and I have done this and 

the cost is less than $100.00 to purchase these items 

and provide these 40 meals. 

 

October 1st, 

2018 will 

begin our 

second year 

and we hope 

that all of 

you who par-

ticipated last 

year will once again agree to provide the groceries for 

one of the weeks during the coming season.  Quarterly 

òSign-Up Geniusó e-mails will be sent out wherein you 

can choose your Tuesday.  (The first e-mail will go out 

mid-September.) 

If you did not join the group last year and would like to 

join now, or if you have any questions, please contact 

Sharon Paz at 410-690-4472 or justsha33@gmail.com. 

The Lunch Bunch members and their clients are so 

grateful for your generous and loving support. 

 

Poetry Corner 

mailto:justsha33@gmail.com
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