
A Message f rom Our Rector ,  Fr .  Kevin M. Cross  

The Church of  the Holy Trini ty   
An Episcopal  Church  

 
Dear brothers and sisters: 

 

I recently re-read Thomas Merton’s wonderful 

book, New Seeds of Contemplation.  Merton ends this 

book with a few paragraphs that strike me as a 

perfect meditation for this post-Easter season.  We 

have been on a journey starting with Lent that has 

challenged our beliefs, raised up questions about 

what we do and do not believe, and swept us along on 

a journey of sadness and hope lost, only to suddenly 

raise us back up to a state of hope restored and joy 

fulfilled.  At times, we may over-think this journey and 

leave ourselves exhausted, both mentally and 

emotionally.  Sometimes it is necessary to take time 

to simply believe and join in the dance of life that the 

Lord of the Dance leads us on.  I pray you will find 

some respite and encouragement in Merton’s words 

as I have found.   

 

 

What is serious to men and women is often very 
trivial in the sight of God. What in God might appear to us 
as “play” is perhaps what He Himself takes most seriously. At 
any rate the Lord plays and diverts Himself in the garden of 
His creation, and if we could let go of our own obsession with 
what we think is the meaning of it all, we might be able to 
hear His call and follow Him in His mysterious, cosmic 
dance. 

 
 
We do 

not have to go 
very far to catch 
the echoes of that 
game, and of that 
dancing. When 
we are alone on a 
starlit night; 
when by chance 
we see the 
migrating birds in autumn descending on a grove of junipers 

to rest and 
eat; when 
we see 
children in 
a moment 
when they 
are really 
c h i l d r e n ; 
when we   
know love 
in our own 
hearts; or 
when, like 

the Japanese poet Basho we hear an old frog land in a quiet 
pond with a solitary splash — at such times the awakening, 
the turning inside out of all values, the “newness,” the 
emptiness and the purity of vision that make themselves 
evident, provide a glimpse of the cosmic dance. 

 
 
 
For the world and time are the dance of the Lord in 

emptiness. The silence of the spheres is the music of a wedding 
feast. The more we persist in misunderstanding the 
phenomena of life, the more we analyze them out into strange 
finalities and complex purposes of our own, the more we 
involve ourselves in sadness, absurdity, and despair. 

 
 
 
But it does not matter much, because no despair of 
ours can alter the reality of things, or stain the joy of 
the cosmic dance which is always there. Indeed, we 
are in the midst of it, and it is in the midst of us,  for 
it beats in our good, whether we want it to or not. 
Yet the fact remains that we are invited to forget 
ourselves on purpose, cast our awful solemnity to the 
winds and join in the general dance. 

 

 

                                                                            Fr. Kevin 
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CHEERS  

and  

APPRECIATION 

 

 
 

 

• Thank you to Beverly Rohman, Sara Wangsness, 

Jane Schnellenberger, Marybeth Guerrieri for 

assisting with the Just Once per Year Lunch 

Bunch program in March. 

• A big Thank You to our Altar Guild members.  

Not only have they prepared our sanctuary for 

the myriad of different services of the Holy Week 

season, but they also spent a day polishing our 

sacred vessel to look their best for Easter 

Sunday.  You are a blessing to us all  

• Thank you to Jane Schnellenberger & Ray Van 

Horn for taking pictures for our picture board in 

the River Room. 

• Thank you to Debbie Smith for becoming our 

Food Pantry Ministry Coordinator. 

• Thank you to Susie Wheeler and Debbie Smith 

for co-chairing our Wednesday Lunch Bunch 

ministry.   

• Much gratitude to Cora for enriching our 

services with music.  Her talents, the choir and 

guest musicians add a note of grace and beauty 

to all of our services.  We are blessed. 

• Thanks to Tom Reynolds for donating posts and 

rails for the Retreat House and thanks to Larry 

Paz for delivering them. 

• Thank you to Otts Schellenberger for assembling 

the new office chair for Finance team and Cora 

Bruner. 

Blessings, 

Fr. Kevin 
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Calling Worship Support  Volunteers  

   We are seeking volunteers interested in assisting 

with our worship services.  There are many ways to 

become involved with supporting our services: aco-

lytes, altar guild, flower guild, lectors, eucharist minis-

ters, ushers, and/or daily office leaders.  If you feel 

called to one of these ministries, please see Fr. Kev-

in.  We will hope to hold training sessions in the near 

future.  Thank you for your consideration . 

Coffee Hour 

  This is a time of fellowship and conversation be-

fore we start our Sunday afternoon routines. We 

are asking for hosts for both services in order to 

continue our fellowship. Sign up sheets are in the 

Parish Hall. Do not be afraid, there is help to guide 

you and the freezer is stocked with goodies. Please 

join us and sign up. Thank you. 
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Retreat House Message Update 

Update before press time! Council has approved using 

the St. Paul’s endowment funds to get the renovation 

started, but ask that the proposed work to be reviewed 

by the diocesan property committee to make sure that it 

conforms to that prescribed by the architectur-

al  study.  Also, there is the possibility of an additional 

grant. The whole process is taking a bit more time than 

we anticipated but Holy Trinity's support has encouraged 

the principals to forge ahead. Stay tuned! 

Al Smith 

The day is bright and long 

Proving to me that I am also strong 

Love surrounds me, touches me 

Love soft and tender but also like a tree 

Roots that spread causing it to grow 

Peaceful and steady is what love will show 

It gathers and clings to my heart 

God gave me love right from the start 

I always see love everywhere 

An emotion so easy to share 

A smile, a touch, a kiss 

Signs of love that you can’t miss 

There are many other ways to give 

For many it is the only way to live 

The meal that shows up at your door  

That touches you deep in your core 

The card or note received in the mail 

For no other reason than to hail 

The friendship and love so freely given 

From someone always in this mode driven 

How lucky we are to share love 

A gift from God and the Angels above. 

  Property of and © by Greenhawk Poetry, written January 28, 2018 

Retreat House Message 

Holy Trinity's Commitment to the Retreat Center 

  We all agree that the Diocesan Retreat Center in 

Hillsboro is a gem and worthy of our support. We re-

cently donated funds which allowed for a second floor 

bathroom, and this year used the facility for our vestry 

retreat. In March our ECW will retreat there as well. 

Jack Noble has enthusiastically accepted the role as 

our Retreat House Sheperd, and we will be hearing 

more from Jack. 

  The Center is currently an all volunteer facility, and 

Francie Thayer, who has a masters degree in Theology 

from the Virginia Theological Seminary,  devotes her 

time to make this ministry her passion. 

  There is also the historic St. Paul's church building 

on the four acre property which was built according to 

the Richard Upjohn plans in 1870. It is one of the few 

remaining.  It is in serious disrepair but the diocesan 

sacred places initiative secured a grant to assess the 

requirements to fully restore the church to its original 

glory. In the meantime, however, it remains out of 

use. Recently, the contractor who did most of the 

work to restore the center submitted a bid to accom-

plish the necessary work to make the church safe and 

usable. If this were accomplished, it would greatly en-

hance the retreat experience. This work could be com-

pleted this Spring and would cost less than $40,000. 

  There are some unrestricted endowment funds avail-

able to complete the work, but additional help would 

be welcomed.  This is where we come in! I have pro-

posed, and the vestry agreed, subject to approval by 

the missions committee,  that we pledge to under-

write 10% of this cost, and perhaps set an example 

for other capable parishes to follow. 

  It will certainly be exciting to see this project to frui-

tion, and that we had a hand in it! 

Al Smith, Vestry Emeritus Unsung Hero - Dick Newton 

Have you noticed that the road into Oxford is clear of the 

usual roadside debris that you see everywhere else?  This 

doesn’t just happen.  One of parishioners has made it his 

mission for years to clean up the roadside litter.  Every 

week you will find Dick Newton’s van parked by the side of 

the road as he tracks down and disposes of the paper, cans 

and other trash that end up by the side of the road or in the 

ditches.  As part of our Lenten series we devoted a session 

to Good Stewardship of Creation.   Dick has been practicing 

this kind of stewardship for years.  Please thank him and 

perhaps use his example as an impetus to get out and do 

likewise to care for our fragile environment.  Such work is a 

prayer of thanks to God the creator of all. 



Sunday School 

April 29 is the last day of Sunday School for this school 

year.  The children have been busy learning about the Acts 

of the Apostles and carrying out some of those acts – 

showing what it means to be a Christian.  With gratitude 

for your involvement, they were able to send backpacks 

filled with school supplies to students in need in Houston 

after the hurricane.  They also put together 51 toiletry 

bags with a Bible included for the guests of the Salvation 

Army homeless shelter in Cambridge.  It should be noted 

that it was a Sunday School student’s suggestion that we 

include Bibles.   These children are amazing!  Our last 

project is our traditional Lenten project, collecting Change 

for Change.  Please bring in your loose change and the 

children will use it to help those in need.  Last  year we 

collected over $800 (not all of it in change- bills and 

checks are also appreciated).   

Many thanks to the children and families who have made 

this a meaningful  year.  We also thank the dedicated 

teachers who made it so fun and worthwhile – Cathy 

Schmidt, Linda Wilson, Pucky Lippincott, and Barbara 

Cross.  Many thanks also to Maryann Hensinger for 

teaching the children about the United Thank Offering and 

for being a substitute teacher.   We also thank all the 

parishioners who have been so supportive during our 

projects.  All of you at the Church of the Holy Trinity in this 

beautiful village of Oxford have shown that “It takes a 

village to raise a child.” 
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ECW SPRING MEETING 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!! 

 

The ECW Spring Meeting will be held Monday, May 14th, 

2018 at 10:30am in the Parish Hall. 

 

   At this meeting, we will disperse the mission funds that 

we earned  during the Christmas Bazaar and the Oxford 

Day Plant Sale.   

    The Board will have some suggestions and will provide 

a list of the mission organizations and individuals that we 

have helped in the past. 

We welcome new ideas from all our parishioners! 
     Please share these ideas with us prior to the meeting  
so that they will appear on the list to be considered. 
 

Contact us with your suggestions: 
Sara Wangsness (410) 226-5017 

Linda Wilson (410) 790-8274 
Beverly Rohman (410) 763-7095 

Sharon Paz (410) 690-4472 

The Tidewater Singers will present a concert featur-

ing a variety of love songs on Friday, May 11 at 7:30 

pm at Trinity Cathedral in Easton, on Saturday, May 

12 at 7:30 pm at Church of the Holy Trinity in Ox-

ford, and on Sunday, May 13 at 4:00 pm at St. 

Paul’s Episcopal Church in Centreville. 

Under the direction of William Thomas, The Tidewater 

Singers are a select group of professional and amateur 

singers founded in 2001. The goal is to bring varied and 

exciting quality choral music to the Eastern Shore.   

Love Songs will include a cappella works – for which the 

Tidewater Singers are renowned – as well as works ac-

companied by Lyn Banghart on piano. 

Commenting on the concert, Thomas said, “Our audience 

will be enchanted by love songs through the ages, includ-

ing Renaissance madrigals, excerpts from the Song of 

Solomon, Hebrew love songs, popular modern love 

songs, and a Broadway medley from West Side Story.”   

Now in his tenth season as artistic director of the Tide-

water Singers, Thomas is associate professor of music at 

Chesapeake College. Previously he directed the choirs at 

Easton High School and at Christ Church (Episcopal) in 

St. Michaels. 

 

The Tidewater Singers gratefully acknowledges the fund-

ing it has received from the Talbot County Arts Council 

and the Maryland State Arts Council, an agency dedicat-

ed to cultivating a vibrant cultural community where the 

arts thrive. 
 

The Oxford performance on Saturday, May 12 features a 

goodwill offering at The Church of the Holy Trinity. Reser-

vations may be made at 1-888-752-0023 or tidewater-

singers@gmail.com.  
 

Advance tickets for the Centreville and Easton perfor-

mances  may  be purchased on l ine  at 

www.tidewatersingers.org and at Cracker Jacks in 

Easton.  Tickets are $12 in advance, $15 at the door, 

and students are free.  

mailto:tidewatersingers@gmail.com
mailto:tidewatersingers@gmail.com
http://www.tidewatersingers.org
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2018 Annual Oxford Day Plant Sale at Holy Trinity Church 

Geranium Pre-order Form 

Geraniums may be pre-ordered from April 1 - April 22 

Enter below the number for each size and each color. 

  Your Name: __________________________ 

    Email: _________________________________           

Phone #: ________________________ (Must be included!) 

To place an order:  1) Return this form to the church office – Attention: 

Plant Sale or … 2) email to Beverly Rohman (beverlyrohman@gmail.com) 

between April 1 and April 22nd Pre-orders are the best way to guarantee 

getting your preferred color and size and a discounted price.  Orders are 

considered complete when you receive an order confirmation from Bev-

erly.  No Payment Due Until Pickup! (Call if exception needed.) 

On Oxford Day bring a check (made payable to Holy Trinity Church – 

ECW), cash or credit card for pick up.  Pre-orders are organized on the 

front lawn of the church by purchaser’s name.   

Also, on April 28rd, you will find many other types of flowers and plants 

such as New Guinea Impatiens, Non-stop Begonias; Gerber Daisies; flats 

of Veggies & Herbs; Gallon Perennials; wonderful Hanging Baskets; Ge-

raniums in sizes from 4.5” to 14”; Mixed baskets and pots and much 

more. 

Please pass this form on to friends and family outside of the Holy Trinity 

community and encourage them to participate.  Let’s make this the best 

flower sale ever! 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO LOCAL MISSIONS! 

Beverly Rohman    (410-829-9561) 

OXFORD DAY ECW PLANT SALE 

Spring is here……. 

plan on buying your garden plants at the Holy 

Trinity Plant Sale on  

Oxford Day!   All proceeds go to support Local 

Missions! 

Date:   Saturday, April 28th  

Place:  Front Lawn – Church of the Holy Trinity 

Time:  9:00 am   -  2:00 pm 

RAIN or SHINE! 

Pre-sale order form for Geraniums from 4.5” to 

14” in a variety of colors is now available!   Take 

advantage of early discounts and guarantee to 

get your favorite sizes and colors.   

~~ Pre-sale orders will be accepted until April 

22nd ~~ 

 

On Sale Day we will also have many varieties of 

plants --- more geraniums, impatiens, begonias, 

Gerber daisies, perennials, hanging baskets, 

mixed pots, hibiscus, herbs, vegetables and 

much more.    

Helpers Needed!   Call Beverly Rohman to       

volunteer!  410-829-9561 

Pot Colors:   

Size Red Pink White Peach Lavender Cost 

per 
Total  

Cost 

4.5” ____ ___ ____ ____ ____ $5.00 ______ 

8” ____ ___ ____ ____ ____ $13.00 ______ 

10” ____ ___ ____ ____ ____ $18.00 ______ 

12” ____ ___ ____ ____ ____ $23.00 ______ 

14” ____ ___ ____ ____ ____ $44.00 ______ 

                  
           Grand 

Total          

$$$ Due 

   

     

___

___

_ 
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Spiritual Formation 

 

 

 

 

 

   We have a new study group that looks at the Bible as a whole.  The goal is to give each one who reads along 

with us a comprehensive overview of the Biblical story and the internal structure necessary to fruitfully engage 

with our sacred texts. We use a Bible curriculum called The Story which divides the Bible into 31 segments. Those 

who participate can purchase the materials or simply follow along in your own Bibles each week. While the 

creators of The Story may have a different theological perspective than many Episcopalians, their teaching 

methods are sound.  This curriculum is one of the best I have found.  This group will meet on Tuesdays at 4:30 

 Habitat for Humanity Opportunities  

Holy Trinity supports Habitat Choptank with volunteers to help build houses for deserving families and to improve 

our towns.  Buyers of Habitat houses must put in sweat equity, be in a defined income range and have finances 

under control in line with Habitat guidelines.  You may see houses under construction now at 201 and 205 Port 

Street in Easton.  Houses are also under construction in Cambridge and Hurlock, with some planned for St. 

Michaels in the future.  Since inception 25 years ago, Habitat Choptank has completed over 70 new homes.  

Habitat is also repairing houses in Cambridge under a grant program.  For every house built in Talbot and 

Dorchester Counties, Habitat Choptank contributes money to Habitat International to construct houses in 

countries with affordable housing needs. 

Habitat has regular Tuesday and Thursday volunteer crews in Easton.   Some church members are weekly 

volunteers.  Additionally, every second Saturday of the month, volunteers from Holy Trinity help to build houses in 

Easton.  If you are even a little handy, you are welcome to volunteer one Saturday morning or as often as you can.  

Many find this to be a rewarding experience.  Anyone interested in giving others a helping hand by volunteering, 

should contact Otts Schnellenberger at schnell15872@gmail.com. 
 

Habitat for Humanity Golf Outing 

Another way to support Habitat is to participate in the upcoming golf outing.  On June 8 Habitat will hold its annual 

golf outing at the Hyatt in Cambridge.  Anyone who wants to play or sponsor may follow the link below for 

information. 

https://www.habitatchoptank.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/golfbrochure_smallfile.pdf 

Diocesan 150th Celebration on May 5, 2018 at the Harriet Tubman National Park 

This year our diocese is celebrating its Sesquicentennial (150th anniversary).  A series of events will be held in the 

coming months to mark this notable anniversary of ministry on the eastern shore.  The first diocesan wide event 

will be held Saturday, May 5, 2018 at the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad National Historic Park in Church 

Creek, Maryland.  This event is focused around "Reconciliation" one of the three celebration themes.  I invite you 

to participate in this day of education, worship, and fellowship.   

Details about this event are available through the link posted below.  Please note that in order to assure that there 

will be lunch available for you, a registration deadline of April 10 has been established.  You may still attend if you 

miss this deadline, but a lunch cannot be assured. 

I hope you will join with me and your fellow parishioners to show to the diocese the spirit and dedication of our 

community here at Holy Trinity.  If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact the parish office or myself.  

See the link below for more details and to register. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qEEKpVGxOk48J6o_A3nzgZhJ_B3wV77r/view 

http://www.thestory.com/home
mailto:schnell15872@gmail.com
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     Music 

        Holy Trinity welcomes the Sapphirus Quartet, a fi-

nalist in the Chesapeake Music's 2018 International 

Chamber Music Competition, on April 8th at 2 

p.m.  The Sapphirus Quartet was formed in 2016 at 

the University of Michigan School of Music.   They have 

gone on to be prizewinners at the 2017 Dale and Nan-

cy Briggs Chamber Music Competition.  Individual 

members have been performing in Europe and the 

United States at leading venues (Carnegie Hall, Walt 

Disney Concert Hall, Kennedy Center, Verizon Hall, the 

New World Center).  Come help us welcome these ex-

tremely talented young men as they share their pas-

sion for the saxophone! 

 

April 8th 10:30 a.m. service  Thomas Gerni,  

dulcimer & guitar 

 

April 15th  8 a.m. service  The Holy Trinity Choir 

 

April  22nd  David Hasek will be our substitute organist 

 

April 29th  8 a.m. service  The Holy Trinity Choir    

10:30 a.m. service    Melissa Wise Slacum, Soprano 

 

May 6th   9:30 a.m. service  

  The Holy Trinity Choir and a Woodwind Trio 

 
Who’s Who? 

        We rejoice that we continue to be a vi-

brant growing parish. In 2017 we welcomed 

32 new members.  I firmly believe this 

growth is the result of your being a people of 

God who know the importance of hospitality 

to the mission of Christ.  With growth come 

some growing pains.  One comment I have 

heard is “I wish I could remember who is 

who.  I am embarrassed to ask people for 

their names.”   

       Well, we have a solution for that conun-

drum.  A picture board was recently acquired 

and is currently set up in the parish house.  

Now, all we need is your beautiful pictures to 

adorn it.  We hope to post pictures with 

names of all of our parishioners for easy ref-

erence and to show the beauty of God re-

flected in this community.   

       You can help us in one of two ways:  1.) 

If you have a favorite picture, please drop it 

off or send it to the parish office.  We will 

take care of copying it and resizing it and 

printing your name(s) on it so it is all set for 

posting on our board.  2.) If you would like to 

have a new picture taken, Ray van Horn and 

Jane Schnellenberger, our resident photogra-

phers, have offered their expert services.  

They will be on hand durng coffee hours to 

take photos. 

  Food Pantry Reminder 

Spring is just around the corner. It brings warmth 

and buds of new life. During this wonderful sea-

son, let us not forgot those who are hungry. Each 

time you visit the Church, consider dropping a 

non-perishable food item off for our local food 

pantry. We make a trip most weeks and need 

your help in supplying much needed food for hun-

gry mouths. As always, we bless you for your kind-

ness and help. 



PO Box 387 
Oxford, MD 21654-0387 
410.226.5134 

MISSION 

The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish 
in Oxford, Maryland: a caring Christian community 
dedicated to growing in God’s love through wor-
ship, study, service and fellowship. 

Who We Are 

We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of 
committed people willingly sharing their talents to 
help those in need. 
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging 
of others also on the journey, and non-judgmental of 
where one might be on that journey. 

The Church of the Holy Trinity 
Lifeline 

  The New Victory Garden 

 Spring at last! Now is the time to plan 

your vegetable garden. Don’t forget that  

Holy Trinity will be collecting any extra pro-

duce you may have grown or purchased for 

delivery to the Neighborhood Service Cen-

ter for their food distribution. So go ahead 

and plant that extra tomato plant. During 

July and August you can deliver your pro-

duce to the parish house on Sundays and 

Wednesdays. Please do not leave produce 

at any other times. If your neighbor has a 

garden, tell them we will accept produce 

from anyone kind enough to donate. 

 Lets feed our hungry friends and let 

the birds take care of themselves.  

Thanks, 

Tot O’Mara 


