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A New Year Meditation  
 

“let flame today the candles that you have 
brought into our darkness. “ 
 

Faithfully and quietly surrounded by benevolent 

powers, 

wonderfully guarded and consoled,  

- thus will I live this day with you 

and go forth with you into another year. 

 

Still will the past torment our hearts 

still, heavy burdens of bad times depress us,  

ah, Lord, give our startled souls 

the grace for which we were created. 

 

And if you pass to us the heavy, the bitter 

cup of pain, filled to the brim,  

we will accept it, grateful, without trembling 

from your good and beloved hand. 

 

But if you wish us to rejoice once more 

in this world and the brilliance of its sun,  

then the past, too, we will remember,  

and so our entire life will belong to you 

 

with warmth and light let flame today the candles 

that you have brought into our darkness.  

If it can be, bring us together once again!  

We know your light is shining in the night. 

 

When the silence spreads around us deeply,  

let us hear that full sound of the world 

stretching out invisibly around us;  

let us hear your children's praising song. 

 

Warmly protected by benevolent powers,  

with confidence we wait for what may come.  

God is with us at evening and at morning 

and most certainly at each new day. 

 - From The Mystery of the Holy Night by Deitrich BonHoeffer 

    As we begin another year let us not set aside too 

quickly the joy of the Christmas season.  For we have 

been promised that the light of Jesus shines not just 

in a particular time or place.  Jesus’s love shines on 

this world in every year, every season, every day and 

every moment.  At the times when the light seems to 

dim, when we feel as if we are becoming people of 

darkness we are not seeing clearly.   

    To quote Dietrich Bonhoeffer: as people of faith we 

have a past and an inner legacy of truth that is 

independent of changing times and conditions.  The 

awareness of being born up by a spiritual tradition 

that lasts for decades gives one a strong sense of 

security in the face of all transitory distress.  Let us 

bear ourselves up relying on this heritage to get us 

through the tough times.  For yes, indeed, there will 

be challenges and there will be trying times ahead.  

Such is life.   

    But there are also moments of joy and experiences 

of God’s goodness in this world.  If we are too blinded 

to see them ourselves, take heart, because we are 

graced by this beloved community where love, warmth 

and joy can be found.  

    I say we are a beloved community not to be 

boastful but to recognize what I see when I am 

amongst all of you.  You are a good faithful people.  

You are seekers of God’s guidance, bearers of the 

Good News, and vessels of God’s compassion, mercy 

and love.   I am blessed to have been entrusted to be 

your shepherd.  I love you and thank you for being the 

people you are.   

    I am sure God smiles with delight as He looks upon 

this community.  You are lights in this world.        

Shine on. 

-Fr. Kevin 
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CHEERS  

and  

APPRECIATION 
 

• Thank you to all our ministries for a year filled 

with acts of selflessness and the graces of God. 

• Thank you to the 2017 Vestry for a well-

managed year of activities and improvements.  A 

special word of gratitude to our retiring Vestry: 

Rich Wagner, Pat Martin and Sara Wangsness. 

• Thank you to the Altar Guild for their Christmas 

care and attention to our Advent and Christmas 

settings of the table for our Lord. 

• Thank you to the Flower Guild for the beautiful 

Christmas flower arrangements.  Thank you as 

well to all who donated funds for the flowers.  

You made our church a special place for 

celebrating the birth of Jesus. 

• Thank you to Michelle and Cameron MacTavish, 

Otts Schnellenberger, Nina Toups, Rich Wagner 

and Marshall and Loretta Blume for setting up 

our outdoor creche. 

• Much gratitude to Dr. Cora Bruner, our choir, 

and guest musicians for gracing our Advent and 

Christmas services with wonderous musical 

offerings. 

• Thank you to Doris Hughes, Wendy Grubbs, Judy 

& Ted Lutkus, Sarah Ramsey, Marybeth 

Guerrerri and Suzanne Beyda for providing food 

for the JOPY/Lunch Bunch Program.  Your 

kindness has fed the hearts of many.  Thank you 

also to our wonderful Lunch Bunch crew –  

you are a blessing and inspiration. 

• Gratitude for the pastoral care ministry of Gil 

Anderson, Peter Fellowes, Pat Martin, Carol 

Patterson, Pam Seale and Tom McCormick.  You 

are bearers of the Good News. 

• Thank you to Doris Hughes for leading the Angel 

Tree mission once again this year.  Appreciation 

to Santa’s helpers: Van and Mary Holsten and 

Tot O’Mara for helping deliver the presents to 

the Salvation Army, and thank you to all who 

gave so generously.  Your generosity made the 

spirit come alive for many children in our area. 

• Thank you to our Sunday School team: Barbara 

Cross, Cathy Schmidt, Linda Wilson, and Corrie 

James for directing the Sunday School 

Christmas pageant.  Also thank you for all of our 

Sunday school children: Colin, Garrett, Grace, 

Grant, Josh, Kelsey. Laeth, Pepper, Millie, 

Sophie and Will for their heartfelt and cheerful 

performances of the pageant. 

• Thank you to Connie Greenhawk for serving as 

our interim parish administrator. 

• Thank you to Jack Noble for his masterful ladder 

skills helping Fr. Kevin change the altar lights.  

His former life as a circus boy was well utilized! 

• Thanks to the Chairman Tim Wilson for installing 

chair racks in our garage and also his leadership 

as Head Chairman. 

• Thank you to all of you for creating such a 

friendly and blessed Church community.  

     Blessings, 

      Fr. Kevin 
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Our 

 Angelic 

Treasurer! 

     Lotions and Potions 

     Are you traveling and won-

dering what to do with the 

shampoos and all the goodies 

you receive in your hotel room? The Sunday School 

has a great use for them. We are going to put to-

gether welcome bags of toiletries for guests at 

homeless shelters. There will be a basket in the 

parish hall where you can leave them. Just make 

sure the caps are on tight. Thank you. 
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SENIOR WARDEN’S LETTER 

 
 

CLICHES AND RULES 

Anticipating the New Year, the old cliché reminds us 

“You only get out what you put into it.” Whether it be 

physical fitness, academics, musical performance, 

sports or pursuit of spirituality, we have to work 

intentionally and vigorously to get the most out of 

life.  Father Kevin’s benediction, “ life is short,” is 

not meant as a doomsday prediction, but as a 

challenge to waste no time to be kind to others.     

 John Wesley gave us rules for living: 

Do all the good you can, 

By all the means you can, 

In all the ways you can, 

To all the people you can, 

As long as you can. 

Do no harm. Do good. Stay in Love with God.” 

  There are countless opportunities in our parish in 

which to be involved…in mission…in service…in 

spiritual development.  Tell Father Kevin or me what 

you would like to do and we will make sure you get 

involved.  So this year, waste no time, act 

intentionally and vigorously to better yourself, our 

parish and our community.  Just Do It! 

• Gordon Fronk 

 

ANGEL TREE 
    You are the most generous parishioners !  Just 

imagine the joy and excitement of your little angel 

when he or she sees what they got for Christ-

mas !   You can share in that joy because you made 

it possible.  Thank you everyone for taking the      

Angels so speedily and returning them so promptly.  

This year Mary and Van Holston  packed their  

two wagons  on Monday. and on Tuesday Tot  

O’Mara (Jerry's truck} loaded 6 bicycles and I 

packed the wagon with gifts. We all headed to Cam-

bridge for the delivery. Only one little glitch, the tag 

blew off of one of the bikes; we all know "God is 

good"  I found it in front of the Fire House. I know we 

all get great pleasure in doing this. As the Salvation 

Army says, "Sharing is Caring".      

 Doris Hughes 

LUNCH BUNCH 

  The year is "drawing to an end" and what success 

Sharon Paz's "JOPY” program has been. There are 

sign-ups for the next 3 months in the new 

year.  Thank you everyone from all of us in the 

Lunch Bunch!  For so many years the members of 

the Lunch Bunch provided food for the lunches.  We 

are, indeed, very grateful to all of you for your won-

derful contributions. We presently serve 40 people, 

however we have a very efficient "work staff" and 

we are ready to go in an hour.  We want to thank 

you soup men.  Head Chef, Larry Paz  and  Sous 

Chefs, Jim Foster and Bill Ritchie. They create 

the  delicious soups which everyone enjoys.   Our 

"clients" are very grateful and look forward to our 

visits.   

Doris Hughes 

 

DAILY OFFICE LEADERS NEEDED 

      Each week we gather on Wednesday morn-

ings to celebrate the Daily Office.  This is a lay led 

service and we are seeking new leaders.  If you 

are interested, please see Fr. Kevin.  We will hold 

a group training in the near future  



ECW CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 2017 
 

     Once again we had a wonderful Christmas Bazaar 

to begin this joyous holiday season.  A huge thank 

you to all of you for sharing your time, talents and 

your financial support. Through your generosity we 

raised approximately $11,000.00  to allow us to  be 

able to give funds to many deserving organizations 

locally. We are truly grateful to all of you for being 

such a caring congregation. 

Sara Wangsness and Sally Fronk 

Bazaar Co-chairs 
KUDOS! 

   Many thanks to our own “Pie Man.”  He donated 

making chicken pot pies for those that ordered them. 

Not long ago, in a very far away place (Holy Trinity 

kitchen), the onion dicing, the peeling of potatoes, 

the aromas of cooking chickens wafered through out 

the parish hall, flour was hanging in the air! At the 

end of this kitchen fanfare, 37 chicken pot pies were 

ready for the freezer. We thank Larry Paz and his 

kitchen staff for all his effort for the men’s table at 

the ECW Bazaar 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
   

 

 Many thanks to our 

children who performed 

such a  meaningfu l 

Christmas pageant. They 

are such an  important part 

of our community. 

 

 

 

 

 

   Sunday School resumes on January 14. We will 

continue to look at the beginnings of the church and 

what ACTS we can do that follow THE WAY of Jesus. 

    Please help us by collecting “Lotions and Potions” 

that you receive when you stay at hotels. We would 

like to put together welcoming bags of toiletries for 

guests at homeless shelters. Stay tuned for further 

details…... 

 

 



WELCOME RECEPTION 

 
    This year we have welcomed many new people 

at Holy Trinity.  Some of you are new to our 

community, some of you have returned to our 

community, and some of you may be just 

checking us out.  Whatever category defines your 

relationship with Holy Trinity, we are glad to have 

you amongst us.  On Sunday, January 7th we are 

hosting “A Getting to Know Holy Trinity” reception 

from 3 – 5 pm at the lovely home of Wendy 

Grubbs, 5391 Morgan’s Point.  We would like to 

extend an invitation to you to join us for 

refreshments, fellowship, and for an opportunity 

to get to know us better.  Please call us at the 

office 410-226-5134 to rsvp  
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HELPING OUR HOMELESS BROTHERS AND SISTERS 

  

 Many of you heard Father Kevin tell the story about a 

couple from our parish who saw a man walking along 

Route 50 with no coat and no shoes.  They stopped and 

bought the man shoes and a coat and took him to his 

destination.  They were later contacted by police who 

were looking for help for another homeless person.  They 

called Father Kevin who contacted the Salvation Army in 

Cambridge who welcomed him.  All these people are living 

the Gospel, following “the Way” that Jesus taught us.   

  You too, can help carry out God’s message of caring for 

our brothers and sisters.  The Sunday School is going to 

be collecting “lotions and potions” to make welcome bags 

for the guests at the Salvation Army shelter.  In addition 

to enclosing hearts with messages the children have writ-

ten, such as “God loves you,” “You are loved,” there will 

be toiletry items and socks.   

  Based upon my conversation with the Salvation Army 

and others, below is a list of what we would like to in-

clude.  This will be ongoing.  Small sizes of toiletry items 

are helpful.   Socks are important to help keep feet warm 

when our homeless brothers and sisters are outside dur-

ing the day.  I know that the Sunday School has been ask-

ing your participation in a number of projects as we study 

ACTS and look at what ACTions we can do to follow THE 

WAY of Christ.  If you prefer not to participate by contrib-

uting any items, please say a prayer for our brothers and 

sisters and for our project.  There will be a box in the Par-

ish Hall for collecting items – including your prayers if you 

would like to write them down. 

 Liquid soap              Toothbrush                    Toothpaste 

Deodorant                  Razors 

Socks – during the day they wear multiple layers of socks 

to keep warm 

Washcloth – I asked about this.  It is not what she origi-

nally suggested 

Blessings, 

Barbara Cross 

CHOIR NOTES 

  Mystery Concert—additional clues:  

   Curtis Institute Graduate 

   Professor at a renown University 

   Last performance on the Eastern Shore 

was in June 2017 

Winner of numerous prizes 

Invitation to Join the January 7th Sunday 

Pickup Choir 

  Please consider joining the Holy Trinity 

Choir Sunday morning, January 7th, for a fun 

time of singing with our choir members. Re-

hearsal is the morning of January 7th at 

8:45 a.m. All are welcome!  

Service Music 

January 7th   9:30 a.m. service,  Classical 

Guitarist and Pickup Choir 

January 14th  8:00 a.m. service, Holy Trinity 

Choir 

 10:30 a.m. service, Vocal Ensemble with 

Melissa Wise Slacum 

January 28th 8 a.m. service, Holy Trinity 

Choir 
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Spiritual Formation 

 

 

 

 

   Starting in mid-January, we begin a new study group that will consider the Bible as a whole.  The goal is 

to give each one who reads along with us a comprehensive overview of the Biblical story and the internal 

structure necessary to fruitfully engage with our sacred texts. We’ll be using a Bible curriculum called The 

Story which divides the Bible into 31 segments. Those who participate can purchase the materials or 

simply follow along in your own Bibles each week. While the creators of The Story may have a different 

theological perspective than many Episcopalians, their teaching methods are sound.  This curriculum is 

one of the best I have found.  Please call the office or sign up at the Parish Hall by January 10.  The start 

date and times for the study will be determined based on the scheduling needs of the group. 

WOMEN ON A JOURNEY 
 

The Women on a Journey will be 

starting a new book in January 2018 --

--    Crossing to Safety  (1987) by 

Wallace Stegner 

A cherished American novel that traces the lives, 

loves, and aspirations of two couples.  With quest 

majesty, deep compassion, and powerful insight 

explores the mysteries of friendship and marriage.  

Meetings are on the first and third Wednesday of the 

month.  9:00 am to 10:30 am The first meeting on 

January 3, 3018, will be at the home of Beverly 

Rohman. For more information contact Beverly Rohman 

at 410-829-9561 or beverlyrohman@goeaston.net 

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 

      Women’s Bible study will resume on Monday, 

January 8 at 9:30 am.  This session will continue a 

study of Paul’s letters to the Corinthians.  A Lenten 

Study will follow beginning on Monday February 26th.  

For study materials on Corinthians, please contact 

Debbie Smith 410-226-5624 or Doris Hughes 410-

226-5695.  For the Lenten Study materials, please 

contact Mary Ann Hensinger by January 31 at 443-

439-6381 

 

      Would  you like to participate in a group trip to the new Museum of the Bible in Washington DC?  

The Museum of the Bible provides docent-led tours that explore the ways the Bible has impacted our 

history and culture. The tours take visitors on a 

journey through the galleries and artifacts, through the 

World of Jesus of Nazareth, and other museum 

spaces.  If you are interested in participating in this 

adventure, please call the parish office.  If we have 

enough interest, we will rent a tour bus.  The date, 

time and cost of the trip are to be determined by the 

level of interest and availability of the tour guides.  

   The Men’s Bible Study group, also known as the Inquiring Believers, will be starting its post-holiday winter semester 

on Monday, Jan. 8th.    This past fall we studied a book written by a Rabbi concerning the meanings and implications 

of the Exodus story and the historical events within the early church surrounding the adoption of the creeds and the 

development of the Trinity concept. 

We generally meet every Monday night from 6 to 7 pm enjoying fellowship and snacks while discussing the latest 

assignment.  Attendance has been ranging between 8 and 11 people.  We are currently taking a break for the holi-

days, but will resume our meetings on Jan. 8, 2018.  Our topic for the winter session is under discussion.  We wel-

come new members; no prior experience or knowledge necessary.  

http://www.thestory.com/home
http://www.thestory.com/home
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Music 

MILESTONES 

Marriage               Anne Stittman & Peter Arundahl 

Passed On             Arlene Bickel 

                               Dane Kenton 

                               Marguerite Owen 

Winter Potluck Suppers 

 Our Winter Potluck Suppers will commence on Sunday, January 21 at 5:30 pm.  Last year many of 

your fellow parishioners came to together to share a potluck supper once a month.  Our suppers 

start out with a brief prayer service and then we share excellent food, good fellowship and laughter.  

The potluck events are intended to be casual affairs offering an opportunity for those of us who are 

not snowbirds to have some fun together.  No need to sign up in advance or coordinate food.  It is an 

adventure in dining and fun.  

 

 

 Carol Williams,   

 Concert Organist  

 February 25, 2018 at 

3:00   p.m. at The Church 

of the Holy Trinity 502 S. 

Morris St. Oxford, MD 410-226-5134  

    “I want to bring the pipe organ to new 

audiences and, with my performances, make 

people feel good.”    - Carol Williams  

     Dr. Carol Williams is a composer, concert 

organist, recording artist, and host of “On the 

Bench with Dr. Carol” (interviews with artists, 

curators, conductors, composers, and people 

around the pipe organ).  She also serves as the 

Artistic Director of the Spreckels Organ Society, 

Artistic Director of the Lynchburg International 

Organ Festival (VA), and is Organist-in-Residence 

at Court Street UMC (Lynchburg VA).  

 



PO Box 387 
Oxford, MD 21654-0387 
410.226.5134 

MISSION 

The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish 
in Oxford, Maryland: a caring Christian community 
dedicated to growing in God’s love through wor-

Who We Are 

We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of 
committed people willingly sharing their talents to 
help those in need. 
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging 
of others also on the journey, and non-judgmental of 
where one might be on that journey. 

The Church of the Holy Trinity 
Lifeline 

 

  We thank Graham 

Norbury, Sean 

Sauber, Jon Fox and 

the rest of the crew 

who so willingly 

came to change the 

altar lights. The Ox-

ford Fire Company 

has helped us when-

ever we ask and we so appreciate their 

help. 


