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ANNUAL MEETING
NOVEMBER 6, 2016
One Parishioner exclaimed that “it was the most positive,
uplifting Annual Meeting I have ever attended…,” and she has
attended many more than she can recall. Her observation
well defines the spirit of our Annual Meeting on Sunday,
November 6. Parish Hall was packed with the many, who
stayed for a light brunch to hear the annual reports. Fr. Kevin
opened with prayer, remembered our brothers, who passed
during 2016, and offered his reflections.
From 2011 through 2015, Holy Trinity’s membership
has increased 32.6%, average Sunday attendance has
increased 53.7%, Sunday School has increased 55%, and
giving has increased 27%. 2016 has been another year of
growth, but the exact percentages will not be known until year
end. We are running contrary to national and local trends,
thanks to Fr. Kevin, Barbara and all of you, who eagerly and
passionately participate in all we do in worship and outreach
to our fellow Parishioners and community and neighbors near
and far.
Following the celebration of the vitality of our Parish,
we turned to the more mundane tasks of adopting a few
amendments to our Bylaws and approving the 2017 Budget.
Despite the mundane nature of such undertakings, Ed Miller
provided a very entertaining presentation to (1) define
“Communicant in Good Standing,” who are the persons
permitted to vote at Parish Meetings; (2) create the position
of “Vestry Member Emeritus” to provide the experience,
knowledge and historical perspective of a past Vestry
member, currently held by “Big Al” Smith; (3) expand the
Nominating Committee to comprise five members, with the
Rector serving as a consultant; (4) allow the Vestry to vote
informally by unanimous written consent and by electronic
means or conference call; (5) rename the Property Committee
to be the Building and Grounds Committee and separate the
Stewardship Committee from the newly-created Planned
Giving Committee; (6) clarify the duties of the Treasurer; and
(7) create the office of Secretary, separate from the Registrar.
Marshall Blume led us through the review of the
2016 finances and explained the presumptions and basis for
the 2017 Budget, which was approved by acclamation. The
levity and optimism of Marshall is always appreciated and
refreshing and particularly well received, when he reports that
the actual results show a very positive variation to the
budgeted revenue and expenses. Once again, he confirmed
that we are a very generous congregation.

The retiring Vestry members, George Curlin and
Gordon Fronk, were thanked for their service and given a
Linda Luke framed pen and ink of our church as a token of
appreciation.
Wendy Grubbs, Ed Miller and Jack Noble were elected
and welcomed to three-year terms as members of the Vestry.
They also were chosen as Delegates to the Diocese
Convention, while Barbara Cross, Doris Hughes and Beverly
Rohman and were chosen as alternates.
The meeting adjourned, with everyone feeling exhilarated
about the state of our Parish and thanking Fr. Kevin and
Barbara for their extraordinary contributions to our good
fortune, ever mindful that having been so blessed, we must
continually seek to be a blessing to others
- Gordon Fronk

In December our new liturgical season begins with a time
of pilgrimage. We walk this path each year journeying from
the quiet anticipation of the Advent season toward the joy
and renewed promise of Christmas. As we celebrate the
birth of our Savior let us remember that we are a people of
hope. The light of this season illuminates the faith we hold
that In these times we would do well to remember the
words of Norman Vincent Peale: “I truly believe that if we
keep telling the Christmas story, singing the Christmas
songs, and living the Christmas spirit, we can bring joy and
happiness and peace to this world.” Let us all take these
words into our hearts and proclaim them to family, friends,
neighbors and all throughout the world. We are to walk as
the light of Christ illuminating the world with kindness. love
and mercy.

- Faher Kevin

Epiphany Open House
Please join us on Sunday, January 8th after the
8:00 and 10:30 services for an Open House at
the Rectory. Enjoy food and fellowship with your
fellow parishioners while enjoying Barbara's
amazing collection of crèches from around the
world.
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SENIOR WARDEN’S LETTER

Thank you all for your kind words,
cards, and prayers upon the passing of my sister
Eilleen. Your support means more to me than you
could ever imagine.
Thank you to the Chairmen and Kitchen crew for
making it possible for us to host a wonderful Bishop’s
Dinner on behalf of the diocese the evening before
the Investiture of Bishop Santosh Marray.
Thank you to Cora Bruner for your wonderful gift of
music for the Bishop’s dinner. Cora, your talent was
greatly appreciated by all and added much joy to the
evening.
Thank you to all who made our Fall Social with Elvis
such a fun time
Thank you to Ray Van Horn and Beth Shucker for
designing a new church brochure drawing attention to
our beautiful stained glass windows
Thank you to Mary Ann Hensinger for reviving and
leading our UTO drive.
Thank you to Bill Dial, Simon Arnstein, Sandy
Kaufman and Jack Noble for leading our successful
2017 Pledge Drive.
Deep appreciation to our pledgers for your
outstanding support of the ministry of Holy Trinity.
Thank you to Cora and Melissa Slacum for your
beautiful communion hymns at our Bishop’s
Investiture.
Thank you to John and Trish Malin for you
sponsorship of the Tedde Gibson, jazz organ concert.
Grateful appreciation to Art and Linda Zimmer and
John and Trish Malin for your generous support to our
organ restoration fund.
Thank you to Justine Cooney for providing uplifting
music at our Bayleigh Chase Eucharist services.
Hearfelt thanks to our outgoing Vestry members
George “the chairman” Curlin and Gordon “we can do
it” Fronk. We deeply appreciate your dedication and
leadership.
Congratulations to our newly elected Vestry members
Wendy Grubbs, Jack Noble and Ed Miller.
Thanks to Ellen Anderson, Suzanne Beyda, Bill and
Susie Dial, Ed and Ritze Miller, George and Berry
Passano, Louise Thorndike, and Cid and Richard
Walker for serving as docents for the Hospice Festival
tour.
With gratitude and appreciation ---- Fr. Kevin

Having completed three full years on the Vestry, the last
two as Senior Warden, it has been my honor to serve our
Parish and witness the growth in numbers and
participation of our members, new and old, in the life and
mission of our Parish in that “little bit of heaven” called
Oxford. Thank you for your incredible support of all we
do. To collaborate with Fr. Kevin is a warden’s dream
come true. He is a tireless innovator of new ideas,
consistent provider of inspiration and comfort, both from
the pulpit on Sundays and in all the matters he touches
every day of the year. With Fr. Kevin and Barbara, we are
blessed with the best of the best and the envy of all who
learn what a treasure we have in them and in all of you.
The annual reports confirm the vitality of our Parish and
highlight the multitude of activities, in which each of us is
encouraged to participate. Statistical reports indicate
that our Parish is bucking the national, state and local
trends by growing in members attending Sunday services
and in sharing our bounty for the support of our Parish
and well beyond, in Oxford, Talbot County, West Virginia,
South America, Syria and everywhere that we reach to
benefit others from our benevolence.
But there’s no room for complacency; there is much
more to do. And, with your help and faithful support, our
Parish will continue to broaden its impact, both near and
far. Many, many thanks to each of you for all you do to
make our Parish a little bit of heaven on earth and to
make my role so rewarding.
- Gordon Fronk

Mary and Clint Clubb celebrate their71st anniversary
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Mission & Outreach

MARATHON, NOT A SPRINT
The planned giving committee recently met with a vestry representative on the long range planning committee. These
meetings will continue over time since the goal of the planned giving committee is to grow the endowment so as to
provide stability for the future of Holy Trinity, its physical plant, and its effort to
ease the way for others through mission projects.
The planned giving committee has completed its early stages: educating itself
on the topic, education of the congregation on our goals, a campaign kick-off
party and a follow up mailing to the congregation with a planned giving
questionnaire. We now enter the “in it for the long run” part of the project. We
are at your service to answer
questions or offer any help you may
need. Just let us or
Father Kevin know.
Chris Gilson
Planned Giving
Al Smith
Committee
Sandy Kaufman

Tot O’Mara
Ray Munsch
Marshall Blume

Bishops’ Dinner

2016
Annual Meeting
A Jr Warden’s job is never done.

Well done, good and faithful servants!

Bishop Marray and his family enjoying a meal together
before the Investiture
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
We have had a busy fall with many special visitors. We
were thrilled to learn about the history of flying (ask one of
the Sunday School children who the first three living
creatures were that flew), and learn how to make different
designs of paper planes from retired Princeton Professor
of Aeronautics, Dr. David Hazen.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
ADVENT STUDY
November 14 & 21
December 12 & 19
Monday morning @ 9:30 am

Mrs. Mary Ann Hensinger visited us twice to talk about the
UTO boxes. We learned what UTO means and what
happens to the money in the boxes. We discussed how
The Fellowship Committee would like to thank Linda
when we are thankful for something, that would be a good
Wilson, Gordon Fronk, Julie O'Donnell, Kate Carraher, The
time to put a coin in the box. A few weeks later, Mrs.
Hensinger came back and her box was bulging with coins! Walkers, Louise Thorndike, Corrie James, and Sharon Paz
for hosting coffee hours in October. We are in need of
We counted it and were amazed at how quickly those
hosts
for January 2017, so please consider helping. The
coins became dollars that can be put to good use.
sign up sheet is in the Parish Hall.
Father Kevin came and talked with us about Holy
Please contact Kathy Becker (410-476-3502) for
Communion. We discussed sharing a meal with family
information about how you can help.
and friends and that at communion we are sharing a meal

FELLOWSHIP

MUSIC in November & December
November 20 @ 8:00 am Service
Holy Trinity Choir
10:30 am Service
Vocal Ensemble
November 27—9:30 am Service
Holy Trinity Choir
with our church family – both here in Oxford and around
the world. We will continue to discuss Holy Communion
and work on our books after Christmas.
On December 4, Bishop Santosh Marray will be visiting
our parish and the children will be involved in the service
and will present him with a prayer book that they made
this past year.
Now it is time to practice our Christmas pageant. It looks
like this year the three kings will be able to join us for the
pageant. The pageant will be held December 18 at the
10:30 service. Please join us for a wonderful, joy-filled
celebration of the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. After
the Christmas pageant, Sunday School will resume on
January 8.
- Barbara Cross

December 4—9:30 am Service
Ashley Watkins, Flute
Holy Trinity Choir

December 11—8:00 am Service
Holy Trinity Choir
10:30 am Service
Vocal Ensemble
December 18—8:00 am Service
Holy Trinity Choir
10:30 am Service
Pageant with George Wadelton, Recorder
December 24—5:00 pm & 10:30 pm
Guest Musicians at both services in addition to the Holy
Trinity Choir at the 10:30 pm Service
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH & FELLOWSHIP
FIRST ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY
HOLY TRINITY MILESTONES
Baptisms
Ava Mason Windsor
Passed On
William Pugh, III

The Free & Eazy Band
is bringing us live
entertainment as we
sing and dance to our
favorite tunes.

We'll enjoy traditional holiday foods and libations in a
festive environment.
Bring yourself and a friend! Join us Wednesday,
November 30th, from 5:00pm to 8:00pm at Etherton
Hall.

Tickets are $20 per person and you may RSVP to Lori
Ramsey lsramsey@gmail.com or 410-745-4951

ANGEL TREE
Once again this year we will be able to brighten a child's
Christmas. The angel tree will be in the Parish House on
Sunday November 20th with 30 angels. The tree will be
up as long as there are angels on it. Hopefully, they will
all be taken by November 27th. The gifts are to be
returned by December 8th, however NOT BEFORE
December 4th.
This is a mission of Holy Trinity that many look forward to
being a part of, as there is great pleasure in the giving to
this cause.
Ava and her family

Holy Comforter Chapter of the Daughters of the King

- Doris Hughes

Special Guest at Fall Parish Social
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Mission & Fellowship
2016 CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
Holy Trinity’s Christmas Bazaar is the first Saturday of December from 9am to noon. The Christmas Café will welcome visitors with
coffee, tea, cider and sweets; our Parish Hall will be filled with homemade treats, crafts and wreaths. The food tables will be replete with jams, fudge, cookies and other delectable delicacies, along with frozen soups and appetizers. The men will man their
table, stocked with delicious man-made treats. Also, we are pleased to say that our vendors are returning again this year. Look for
signup sheets in the Parish Hall. Please volunteer. Your help is what makes out Bazaar such a great success each year. Many
hands make for light work and a festive atmosphere.

BAKE SHOP

Bakers are asked to make six dozen cookies. Bringing the cookies already wrapped for gift-giving is a huge help—either on plates
or in bags of a dozen cookies. Small breads are popular too. Spiced or salted nuts and candy are also welcome. Please label items
and list ingredients. Bring them to the Parish Hall on Friday morning, December 2 nd by 10am. Contact Ellen Anderson,
ellengil@goeaston.net, 410-226-5188, Pat Martin, 410-226-5306, or Carol Patterson, dustyp1@verizon.net, 410-226-5041 for
more information.

FROZEN APPETIZERS, SOUPS & ONE-DISH MEALS

Please share your favorite soup, appetizer or one-dish meal in pint or quart-size containers. Remember to write the name of the
dish and the ingredients on the label. Attractive packaging is important too. Sign up in the Parish Hall. Contact Nancy Richards,
ricknancyrichards@gmail.com, 410-226-5161.

MEN’S TABLE

The men of Holy Trinity are excellent purveyors of food. Anything goes—pies, soups, relishes, sauces, breads, spice mixtures, cookies, cakes, candy, etc.

CHRISTMAS WREATHS

On Wednesday November 30, we will be decorating wreaths for the Bazaar. There will be two sessions: 9 am to noon, and 12:30 3 pm. Please bring your clippers, glue gun and glue sticks, and a glue pot if you have one. We will have extra glue sticks and pot
glue. Also, if you have any berries (holly, winterberry, juniper, blue spruce or others), pine cones, dried hydrangeas, magnolia,
(small leafed is nice), boxwood, fir, pine or cedar branches, artificial berries and other materials that would be nice on the wreaths,
please bring them. The wreaths are one of our most popular items at the Bazaar. We cannot make them without your help. There
will be a short demo before each session to remind everyone how to make them secure and beautiful. If you have never helped us
make wreaths before but would like to learn how, please join us. Please sign up on the sheet in the Parish Hall or contact Ingrid
Blanton (ingrid.blanton@gmail.com and 410-253-9413) to let her know your choice of session or if you have any questions.

MINI TREES

Mini trees can be picked up during one of the craft days. Other pickup times can be arranged by contacting Midge Menzies at
mmfuller@goeaston.net, 410-822-6663.

CRAFTS TABLE

The craft tables will be filled with projects created by our parishioners. New this year will be decorated arrangements of curly willows and handmade designer bowls made of beautiful fabrics

RAFFLE BASKETS

This year’s raffle “basket” themes all revolve around Christmas, with each “basket” taking on a specific interpretation of this holy,
joyous event. The word “basket” is in quotes because as in previous years, the actual container for each theme will likely be anything but a basket! The “Twelve Days of Christmas” theme, for example, will be contained in a beautifully designed wooden bird
cage, representing the many birds that were gifted by “my true love“!
If anyone has an interest in participating, it’s not too late to join a group! Please contact Sandy Kaufman sandykaufman1@aol.com, or call her at 410-226-5301. Volunteers make or purchase and donate items in support of the theme. The containers for each theme are provided, and the final assembly and wrapping of each container can either be done by that group of
volunteers, or by the Chair, Sandy Kaufman, who also supplies all the decorative wrapping and ribbons.
A “dreaming of themes” social is in the planning stages, and will be held at the Kaufman’s, giving every team the support that
comes from sharing ideas and laugher. Below are this year’s themes…Please sign up today!
#1. “Christmas Around the World” Basket
#2. “Twelve Days of Christmas” Basket
#3. “Angels We Have Heard on High” Basket
#4. “I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas” Basket
And please look for your raffle tickets in the mail.
For general questions about the Bazaar, contact Bazaar Co-Chairs Sara Wangsness—410 - 226 - 5017 or
swangsness100@yahoo.com—or Sally Fronk—410 - 226 - 1044 or sfronk@atlanticbb.net. Come home for the holidays with Holy
Trinity’s Christmas Bazaar!
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PO Box 387
Oxford, MD 21654-0387
410.226.5134

The Church of the Holy Trinity

Lifeline

MISSION
The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish in Oxford,
Maryland: a caring Christian community dedicated to growing
in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship.

Who We Are
We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of committed
people willingly sharing their talents to help those in need.
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging of others
also on the journey, and non-judgmental of where one might
be on that journey.

