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THE LANGUAGE OF GOD 
For this month’s letter I am offering you a sermon.  Many of 

you requested a copy of my sermon from Sunday, June 

19th.  While this text does not exactly match what I 

preached, this was the basis for my sermon. 

 

Loving God, Creator of all that lives; Source of all 

goodness and light, hear the cry of your people for 

comfort, forgive our failings to transform this world into 

a place of love and tranquility for all of your children 

and give us the courage to never give up your mission 

to hope, dream and mold this world into a place that 

reflects the belovedness in which your hold us all.  

Amen 

 

Collectively today’s readings are a preacher’s dream.  Not 

only are the lessons full of images and themes that preach 

on their own but these are all texts with which most of us 

have some familiarity.  Additionally, these readings are 

some of my favorite passages from Scripture. 

 

However, given the tragic event of just one week ago today, 

one reading in particular calls to be preached.  A passage 

we hear in Paul’s letter to the people of Galatia contains 

one of his most vivid and profound statements.  “... for in 

Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. As 

many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed 

yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, 

there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male 

and female …”  This is a timely reminder that all of us are 

children of God.  In the body of Christ there is no room for 

divisiveness based on race, sex, age, class, sexual 

orientation, creed or any of the number of ways we 

humans use to build up walls and set into motion the 

forces of isolation and fear. 

 

Paul’s description of the unity found in the body of Christ 

reminds us that we are all part of the same family of God, 

brothers and sisters all different, yet in our essence, all the 

same.  We all have the same Father who loves each one of 

us for who we are, for who we were uniquely created to be.  

I never fully understood this until I became a father.  With 

my first child I thought, I will never be able to love anyone 

more than I love this child.  When my second child was 

born I found that my heart was big enough to love both of 

my sons equally.  They are as different as night and day but 

there is love for both of them not in spite of but because of 

their unique gifts and characteristics.  We stopped at two 

children, but I imagine that those of you who have more 

than two children have found the same thing to be true 

time after time.  I know that those of you who do not have 

children find the same to be true with your love of friends 

and family. If that is true for us, just imagine the immensity 

of God’s heart, that he, our Creator has enough love for all 

of us. We find that loving our sons, daughters, family and 

friends does not take anything away from us but instead 

expands our capacity for love.  There is always enough love 

to go around. 

 

Jesus never had any children of his own.  However, Jesus 

became a parent to all.  He helped countless people 

mature and grow into the fullness of life.  He took the 

outcast children of society like the man from Gerasene in 

today’s Gospel passage and he showed them acceptance 

and healing.  He saved them.  Time and again he restored 

them to their community, to their home in this world and 

the promise of the next.  Jesus did so through a life that 

proclaimed acceptance, love and forgiveness for all of 

God’s children. 

 

I am sure God is crying today about the senseless killing of 

49 and wounding of so many other of his children in 

Orlando last Sunday.  Let there be no doubt this was an act 

of hate and evil.  These people, black, white, Hispanic, 

male, female, LGBT and straight are our brothers and 

sisters.  We share far more in common than whatever 

defines our differences.  As their families mourn, as their 

parents are in anguish, so too, we mourn.  This is not a 

time for us to engage in political rhetoric that does no good 

but rather tears us further apart.  Instead this a time for us 

to realize that when one of us hurts, we all hurt. This is a 

time for us to come together and let those who are hurting 

know that we stand with them.  In “Christ. There is no 

longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there 

is no longer male and female…”    If any preacher or 

politician tells you (as some have already done) that this 

was God’s will, know that they are not speaking in the 

language of God.   God’s language is the language of love.  

They are not even speaking in the language of basic 

human decency and respect.  They are speaking in the 

language of hate and violence.   They deserve no air time 

and need to be shouted down into silence.  Rarely did 

Jesus show anger but he did when the high officials of his 

day, perverted God’s message of acceptance and love for 

all.  We too need to share in righteous anger that some 

would distort God’s message to their own ends. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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CHEERS  

and  

APPRECIATION 
 

 All of you who joined in our 

Celebrate Oxford Barbeque.  Your hospitality made this 

event into a wonderful celebration of gratitude. 

 To the Oxford Volunteer Fire Dept., the Fire Department 

Auxiliary, the Police Dept., the Town staff, Thomas 

Trash Services, the Coast Guard and all who help make 

Oxford a little bit of heaven.  

 To the Fronk clan: grillers par excel lance for spending a 

little time in the fires of Purgatory to serve up some 

delicious barbeque.  

 To Susan and Victor of Highland Creamery for providing 

free ice cream for our barbeque.  The best ice cream 

this side of heaven. 

 The Women’s Choir who graced us with beautiful music 

at our Hat Sunday service.  

 George Curlin and his merry band of “chairmen” for 

setting up for our Barbeque and the Diocesan reception 

for Bishop Parsley. 

 Mary Ann Hensinger for leading her inspiring Women’s 

Bible Study for over 20 years. 

 The Free and Eazy Band for providing joyful music at so 

many community events. 

 Cora for directing our choir and music program and 

providing inspiration and beauty each Sunday. 

With gratitude and appreciation ---- 

- Fr. Kevin 

SENIOR WARDEN’S LETTER 

Summertime and the livin’ is easy 

The Rockfish are jumpin’ and the crabs on the trotline 

Our lives are rich and our campus good lookin’ 

So come all Parishioners, rejoice in God’s grace all the 

time. 
 

What a life! What a place! What a Parish! 
 

Have you ever considered how our Parish got to be its 

wonderful self?  Well, I’ll tell you.  It’s our Parishioners, who 

volunteer their time and talents; AND our Priest, who 

harnesses all this talent into a powerful source of energy to 

do God’s work in our own “little bit of heaven.” Yup, no 

longer is Oxford “God’s waiting room.” At the Celebrate 

Oxford BBQ, Fr. Kevin declared “we live in a ‘little bit of 

heaven.’”  So it is said and now it is written, so it shall be.  

Amen! 
 

In January, I described the organization of our Parish, with 

its Vestry and Committees, on which many of you already 

serve.  It’s only July, but plans for next year are already in 

motion. 
 

The Nominating Committee is comprised of George Curlin 

and your Scribe, as departing Vestry members, and Doris 

Hughes, Beverly Rohman and Tom Reynolds, to provide a 

breadth of historical perspective and experience, with Fr. 

Kevin, ex-officio.  The Committee is seeking a few good 

men and women to nominate to stand for election to the 

Vestry at our Annual Meeting this Fall.  The Committee 

currently is compiling a list of 

prospects and encourages any 

interested Parishioner to let 

his or her interest be known.  

If you have questions about 

the length, breadth and depth 

of the commitment, please 

ask anyone on the Committee 

or any past or current Vestry 

member or Fr. Kevin. 
 

Unlike recent years, when we 

proposed three nominees for 

three openings, this year, we 

intend to nominate six persons for the three open 

positions.  Ed Miller’s term expires this year; however, as 

Ed is filling a partial term of a former Vestry member, he is 

eligible to be nominated, and has expressed his interest in 

being included in the list of candidates. 
 

So don’t be shy or hide your light under the bushel…let it 

shine, let it shine, let it shine, just like ol’ Sol in the 

Summertime, when the livin’ is easy. 

- Gordon Fronk 

Aida Tressell talks to Holy Trinity and All Faith’s Chapel members 
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Mission & Outreach 

BISHOP-ELECT RT. REV SANTOSH K. MARRAY, 11TH  BISHOP 

The Rt. Rev. Santosh Marray, Assisting Bishop of Alabama since 2012, has 

been elected 11th Bishop of Easton in Maryland. He was one of four nominees, and 

was elected on the third ballot. 

 

The Rt. Rev. Henry Nutt Parsley, Jr., the 10th Bishop of Alabama who has served as 

Provisional Bishop of Easton since 2014, will retire. 

 

Marray is a convert from Hinduism, the faith of his parents. He says that the loving 

Jesus who came looking for him in a small remote village in South America populated 

by majority Hindus and Muslims in Guyana deserves his love and devotion. 

 

He was ordained to the diaconate and priesthood in 1981, and Bishop of Seychelles in 

2005. As Bishop of Seychelles, Province of the Indian Ocean, he led the diocese through reimagination, change, 

and empowerment of clergy and laity. When the diocese returned to sustainability in 2008, he returned to his 

family in the United States. He served as Assisting Bishop of East Carolina in 2009-12. 

 

Marray was the Province of the Indian Ocean’s representative on the Anglican Communion Covenant Design 

Group and was later appointed by Archbishop Rowan Williams as Commissary to the Anglican Communion. 

Marray is married to Nalini (“Lynn”) since 1977. They have a son, Ingram, a daughter, Amanda; and a 

granddaughter. 

Marray will be installed as the XIth Bishop of the diocese of Easton on October 15. 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY  

CHOPTANK  
Habitat for Humanity Choptank, an affiliate of “Habitat International“, is a nonprofit organization operated on 

Christian principles that seeks to put God’s love into action by building homes, communities and hope.  

Through financial coaching, education and support, and access to affordable financing, Habitat Choptank provides 

an opportunity for individuals and families in our communities to purchase a quality construction, energy 

efficient, affordable home. Home ownership with Habitat Choptank creates a solid foundation for our hardworking 

neighbors to build their lives on.  Through Habitat Choptank, lives are changed, neighborhoods are revitalized, our 

community property tax revenue is enhanced, and we keep a solid workforce in our area. 

 

There are currently 4 houses under construction in Easton with two more to be started in the near future. 

As a volunteer at Habitat for the last two years, I have seen prospective homeowners doing their sweat equity.  I 

have also attended home dedications, and seen the happy new homeowners in their homes.  This has been a 

moving experience for me.  I can say that contributing my time and work has been the most gratifying contribution 

I have made to others. 

 

Holy Trinity volunteers work from 9 until noon on the second Saturday of each month.  Volunteers need not 

commit to working every month.  For those at Holy Trinity who are able-bodied, have time, and want to help the 

less fortunate, this is a great opportunity.  Volunteers need not be craftspeople.  For those not able to do this 

work, Habitat has other volunteer opportunities available. 

 

To learn more about Habitat for Humanity, visit the website at http://www.habitatchoptank.org/. To get started 

volunteering with Holy Trinity on the second Saturday of the month, please contact Otts Schnellenberger at 

schnell@goeaston.net or at 443-385-0464. 

- Otts Schnellenberger 

HELP WANTED: ECW is looking for someone to be Publicity Chair for the Christmas Bazaar.  This is an oppor-

tunity to help from home with a phone or computer.  Please consider helping to make our Christmas Bazaar suc-

cessful again this year.  If interested contact Sara Wangsness 410-226-5017 or swangsness100@yahoo.com or 

Sally Fronk 410-226-1044 or sfronk@atlanticbb.net. 

http://www.habitatchoptank.org/about/habitat-international/
http://www.habitatchoptank.org/about/a-foundation/
http://www.habitatchoptank.org/
mailto:schnell@goeaston.net
mailto:swangsness100@yahoo.com
mailto:sfronk@atlanticbb.net
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SUMMER READING LIST 

In addition to your light beach reading you might wish to 

pick up one of these books to stimulate your thinking 

about the wonder of God and the challenge of 

discipleship. 

 

Jesus Calling by Sarah Young.  A profoundly touching 

devotional book.  Sarah’s mediations for each day come 

from the words and acts of Jesus and are written to the 

reader in the imagined voice of Jesus.  A very spiritually 

uplifting book. 

 

Not in God’s Name: Confronting Religious Violence by 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks.  One of the most admired religious 

leaders of our day tackles the phenomenon of religious 

extremism and violence committed in the name of God. 

 

Tribe: On Homecoming and Belonging by Sebastian 

Junger. An astounding book I just finished reading.  From 

the NYT: “Tribe is not a typical Junger book. He doesn't tell 

one knockout story, as he did in The Perfect Storm…or as 

he did in War…Rather, he gives us an extended-play 

version of an article he wrote last summer for Vanity 

Fair—one that's part ethnography, part history, part social 

science primer, part cri de coeur. Mr. Junger's premise is 

simple: Modern civilization may be swell, giving us 

unimaginable autonomy and material bounty. But it has 

also deprived us of the psychologically invaluable sense 

of community and interdependence that we hominids 

enjoyed for millions of years…His arguments about how 

"detribalized" we've become are undeniably strong…But 

Mr. Junger's most powerful—and surprising—argument is 

the one he makes about the military's epidemic of post-

traumatic stress disorder, which in many cases he 

suspects may not be PTSD at all.” 

 

The Shepherd’s Life by James Rebanks.  Not a theological 

book but a delightful story of modern day shepherding in 

the Lakes District of England.  It is not hard to envision 

the ministry of Christ the Great Shepherd through 

comparative analogies of the shepherd’s life and ministry 

today. 

 

Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the End by 

Atul Gwande.  Dr. Gwande examines medicine’s ultimate 

limitations and failures as life draws to an end and 

discovers how we can do better.  This was a very popular 

book selection of our Women on A Journey group. * 

 

The Conversation; A Revolutionary Plan for End-Of-Life 

Care by Angelo E. Volandes, M. D.  Through the stories of 

seven patients proposes a re-envisioning of the patient-

doctor relationship offering patients and their families 

ways to talk about end of live care.  Dr.  Volandes was the 

featured speaker at the Spring lecture sponsored by 

Talbot Hospice*. 

 

Love’s Endeavor, Love’s Expense: The Response of Being 

to the Love of God by W.H. Vanstone.  A Great Anglican 

priest and spiritual writer, Vanstone has written one of the 

best loved spiritual books of the twentieth century.  

 

The Secret of Fatima by Peter J. Tanous.  Okay so now, 

you will know what a religious geek I am – even some of 

my fun books don’t stay too far from theology and the 

church.  Fr. Kevin Thrall, former special agent, now inner 

city priest, is called upon by the Vatican to engage on a 

dangerous mission one directly tied to the Secret of 

Fatima.  A thrilling book with enough astounding facts to 

educate as well as delight! 

 

*Note: In September Holy Trinity will host a presentation 

by the Talbot Hospice Faith Initiative team to discuss end 

of life care and planning. 

- Fr. Kevin 

 

MUSIC IN JULY 

 
July 3—9:30 am Outside Service 

The Old Time Angel Band 
 

July 17—8:00 am Service 

Holy Trinity Choir 
 

July 24—10:30 am Service 

Gail Aveson & Melissa Salcum Duets 
 

July 31—10:30 am Service 

Richard Strattan & Cora Bruner Piano/Organ Duets 

Mellisa Slacum, Soprano 

HOLY TRINITY MILESTONES 
Passed On 

 

Sandy Orem—June 18 

FELLOWSHIP 

The Fellowship Committee would like to thank Sally 

Fronk, Martha Britt, Gary Marquardt, Sara Wangsness, 

Brooke Myers, Mary Urbani, and Deirdre Lang for hosting 

coffee hours in June.  We are in need of hosts for the last 

week of July and the last 3 weeks of August so please 

consider helping.  The sign up sheet is in the Parish Hall.   

 

Please contact Kathy Becker (410-476-3502) for 

information about how you can help. 
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH  & FELLOWSHIP 

STEWARDSHIP CONFERENCE 

On May 14, 2016, Connie Greenhawk, Sara Wangsness 

and Gordon Fronk represented Holy Trinity at the 

Diocesan Stewardship Conference, led by the Rev. 

Michael “Corky” Carlisle, a noted Stewardship speaker 

throughout the Episcopal Church.  Corky believes that 

Stewardship teaching is transformational and brought his 

years of parish experience to bear on his teaching about 

the power and blessing of generous giving to God and the 

Church.  Great humor, humility and conviction 

characterized Corky’s teaching at the Conference. 

 

Corky defines Stewardship as Grace, Gratitude and 

Generosity.  Stewardship is not a program; Stewardship 

is a process – a process of conversion.  When God 

breaks in on a sufficiently prepared people, a new belief 

and practice of Stewardship is developed and a joyful 

generosity emerges.  Good Stewardship centers upon the 

conversion of people, not the collection of more dollars.  

Good Stewardship enables church leaders to talk about 

money in ways that transform lives.  God loves us just 

where we are in our spiritual journey, but doesn’t want us 

to stay there.  There are more people who act their way 

into a new way of thinking than there are people who 

think their way into a new way of acting.  Do we look at 

life from the viewpoint of scarcity or abundance? If you 

want to be rich, give; if you want to be poor, grasp. 

 

Our custom has been to conduct a “Stewardship 

Campaign” in the Fall, intended to be completed within 

one month and finished before Thanksgiving.  Corky calls 

it the “fall begathon.”  Stewardship is a year-round 

ministry. 

 

We have been a generous congregation, but we must not 

be complacent and rest on our laurels.  Our Stewardship 

Committee will devote its efforts this year to assure that 

we are vigilant and generous.  “For we give what You 

have given, grant us grace to share it all.” 

 

 

 

Thomas Beard and Friends In Concert  
Saturday, July 23, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. 

 

The Church of the Holy Trinity 

502 S. Morris St., Oxford, MD 21654 

 

 

Baritone Thomas Beard will perform a concert program 

of Operatic, Broadway and Gospel Spiritual music on 

Saturday, July 23 at 5 p.m. at The Church of the Holy 

Trinity, Oxford, Maryland.   

 

He served three years as artist-in-residence with 

Washington National Opera's Placido Domingo-Cafritz 

Young Artist Program. He was the first, and thus far the 

only, African-American male singer to be personally 

chosen by Maestro Domingo working directly under the 

Maestro's tutelage.  

 

He has been heard as guest soloist in By George! By Ira! 

By Gershwin! with the Annapolis Symphony, he débuted 

with the Acadiana Symphony Orchestra (Louisiana) and 

DC's Summer Opera Theatre as Escamillo in Bizet's 

Carmen, and toured in Spain with the American Spiritual 

Ensemble. He returned to Opera Theatre of Pittsburgh as 

Gianni Schicchi and débuted with Annapolis Opera as 

Tonio in I Pagliacci and starred as Porgy with the Dayton 

Opera. Mr. Beard has performed for numerous 

dignitaries, including U.S. Senators and 

Governors, in many concerts at Embassies 

and concert halls across the country. He has 

also performed as special guest soloist at 

the White House. 
 

Thomas will be joined by Lisa Fatica 

(clarinet), Gail Aveson (soprano), along with 

Martha Britt and Cora Bruner (piano duets).  
 

Tickets: A free will donation will be taken at 

the door.  

Information: 410-226-5134 
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Mission & Fellowship 

 

I would like to share with a reflection written by the 

former dean of my seminary, Bishop Steven Charleston.  

He says to us, “Hope has more courage than fear.  Love 

has more endurance than hate.  No matter how much 

the forces of pain seek to force us into submission, the 

core of our humanity will not give way.  We are a people 

of hope determined to see a better day dawning.  We are 

united in an ancient love, steadfast in the dignity of our 

shared story.  Hope and love are the twin fires set to 

enlighten the world, to blaze beneath the gathering 

clouds until the sun shall replace them.  Faith is the 

spark to put them to light, for by faith we turn our eyes to 

one another, and in faith we will confront whatever may 

come.”  Bishop Steven Charleston 

 

And so I ask you to join in prayer.  This is a prayer we 

have more experience singing but today let us solemnly 

pronounce these words and make them our promise to 

heal this world. 

The Peace Prayer 

Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace; 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

Where there is injury, pardon; 

Where there is error, the truth; 

Where there is doubt, the faith; 

Where there is despair, hope; 

Where there is darkness, light; 

And where there is sadness, joy. 

 

O Divine Master, 

Grant that I may not so much seek 

To be consoled, as to console; 

To be understood, as to understand; 

To be loved as to love. 

 

For it is in giving that we receive; 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

Amen. 
 

Let us resolve to go forth and speak the 

language of God.  

Love one another. 

 

- Father Kevin 

THE LANGUAGE OF GOD 
(Continued from page 1) 

STEADY & STRONG 

Steady & Strong is a 50-minute class for adults who 

seek enhanced 

core and 

muscle 

strength along 

with better 

balance, 

posture, and 

flexibility. 

Stretch Bands 

provided; just 

wear 

comfortable clothes. This class has been held at the 

Oxford Community Center, but due to Kids Camp at OCC, 

the class cannot meet there the month of July.  Holy 

Trinity has generously allowed the class to be held in the 

Parish Hall. The class meets Tuesday and Thursday at 

10:30 AM.  Newcomers welcome.  Cost $8.00 per class. 

AUDIO/VISUAL PROJECT 

This month an audio visual system will be installed that 

will give us the capability to broadcast our services into 

the parish hall with high quality video and sound.  This 

will enhance our capabilities to provide a better worship 

experience for those special services that require 

seating beyond the church building’s capacity.  This 

system will also enable us to project video 

presentations in our hall.  As future funding allows we 

also hope to expand its capacity for music presentations 

in the hall and to give us the ability to broadcast 

services to the homebound.  This project is funded 

through the church’s capital 

improvement budget and 

private donations.    
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PO Box 387 
Oxford, MD 21654-0387 
410.226.5134 

MISSION 

The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish in Oxford, 
Maryland: a caring Christian community dedicated to growing 
in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship. 

Who We Are 

We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of committed 
people willingly sharing their talents to help those in need. 
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging of others 
also on the journey, and non-judgmental of where one might 
be on that journey. 

The Church of the Holy Trinity 
Lifeline 
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ECW AT WORK 
SHARING THE FRUITS OF 

THEIR LABORS 
 

At the meeting on June 6th it was 

decided to share the proceeds of 

the 2015 Christmas Bazaar and 

2016 Plant Sale in benefit of local 

missions. 

 

$500.00 Diocesan Retreat House at Hillsboro 

500.00 Children’s Home Foundation 

600.00 New coffee urns for Coffee House 

1,000.00 CarePacks—food for kids 

2,000.00 
Holy Trinity’s Mission Committee 

Earmarked for Aida Tessell and Syrian relief 

2,000.00 Rector’s Discretionary Fund 

3,000.00 
Oxford Fire Company ($1,000.00 per year 

over 3 years beginning in 2017) 

$9,600.00 TOTAL DISTRIBUTIONS 


