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A LEADERSHIP OF LOVE 
 

Is there anything unique about leadership in a Christian 

context?  Our Presiding Bishop, the Most Reverend Michael 

Curry thinks so and has focused on this aspect of Christian 

life in many of his writings and interviews since his 

election.  
    

In a recent interview, Bishop Curry has said, “Clarity of a 

gospel vision may be the most important thing that 

anybody can bring to the table.  Clarity does not mean 

rigidity. It doesn’t mean that it can’t evolve and develop, 

too. But clarity of a gospel vision can enable both a person 

as a leader and an institution, a community, to have a 

sense of direction or purpose that enables it to evolve and 

change and adapt and move forward. Leaders flounder, 

institutions flounder, because you don’t know where you’re 

going. Even if you don’t know exactly where it is -- like 

Moses, you’re going to wander around in the 

wilderness for 40 years -- the point is you’re 

still heading toward the promised land.”   
 

If a Gospel vision is the guiding light 

essential for leadership in the church, where 

do we find this vision?  It is in the teachings 

of Jesus, in the letters of Paul, Timothy and 

Peter and in the writings of many of our 

church leaders.  This vision has been clear 

from the outset of the Christian voyage but admittedly at 

times we have lost sight of it.  However, if we correct our 

course and re-orient ourselves to this vision we can be 

successful in navigating God’s people toward the Promised 

Land.  Even troubled waters cannot impede our progress if 

we hold to the course set by Jesus.   

 

Think about our lives in Oxford.  We live in a town 

historically oriented toward the ways of the water, of ships 

and sailing, of destinations and safe harbors.  Without a 

chart, without a compass, without knowledge of how to 

harness the winds, we can easily go aground or drift 

aimlessly making no head way at all.  We need to have a 

chart to plot our course and a tool, like a compass, sextant 

or GPS to measure our progress.  But the most essential 

knowledge of all is knowing where we want to go. 

 

This is defined for us a Christians by the “gospel vision”.  I 

find it no better stated than in the well beloved passage 

from Paul’s 1st letter to the people of Corinth 13 “If I speak 

in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have 

love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2And if I have 

prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove 

mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3If I give 

away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so 

that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
4Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful 

or arrogant5or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is 

not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, 

but rejoices in the truth.7It bears all things, believes all 

things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8Love never 

ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as 

for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come 

to an end.9For we know only in part, and we prophesy only 

in part; 10but when the complete comes, the partial will 

come to an end. 11When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I 

thought like a child, I reasoned like a 

child; when I became an adult, I put an 

end to childish ways. 12For now we see in 

a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face 

to face. Now I know only in part; then I will 

know fully, even as I have been fully 

known. 13And now faith, hope, and love 

abide, these three; and the greatest of 

these is love.” 
 

The focus of Paul’s advice to the people of Corinth is 

clearly on community building.  Love is the key to leading a 

community to work in harmony towards realizing God’s 

dream.  Without love, a community cannot embrace a 

gospel vision.  If one spends time reflecting on this 

passage one can discern the stars, the navigational aids, 

by which a leader can set their course toward creating 

glimpses of God’s kingdom in the here and now.  Patience, 

kindness, flexibility, truthfulness, integrity and hopefulness 

at all times – these are the stars that lead to a gospel 

“visioned” community.  These are important guideposts not 

only for our leaders but also for each of us.  As Michael 

Curry says “God came among us in the person of Jesus of 

Nazareth to show us the Way.  He came to show us the 

Way to life, the Way to love…Now is our time to go.  To go 

into the world to share the good news of God and Jesus 

Christ.  To go into the world and help to be agents and 

(Continued on page 2) 
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CHEERS  

and  

APPRECIATION 

 
 Our Planned Giving Committee: Tot 

O’Mara, Chris Gilson, Sandy Kaufman, Ray Munsch, Al 

Smith and Marshall Blume for an enjoyable evening on 

the river.  The food and music were great and the 

Bishop’s address inspiring.  

 Thank you to the sponsors of the Planned Giving Event 

(who wish to remain anonymous), for the gift of this 

wonderful evening.  

 The Men’s Choir who rousingly uplifted our service on 

May 1. 

 Rosalie Bryan and Steve Fuguet for their faithful service 

as our primary service acolytes. 

 The Flower Guild for providing such beautiful flower 

arrangements for our services. 

 The Pastoral Care team and Wednesday Lunch Bunch 

for lovingly visiting our homebound parishioners. 

 The Free and Eazy Band for lifting our spirits and 

getting our toes tapping with their fun music. 

 Dr. Cora Bruner for her creative music direction and 

adding to the beauty of our worship services. 

 Beverly Rohman for facilitating Women on a Journey 

and Ray Munsch for leading The Men’s Inquiring 

Believers Group.  (Both groups are on hiatus until 

September.) 

 For our Vestry’s leadership, vision and pastoral care. 

With gratitude and appreciation ---- 

- Fr. Kevin 

SENIOR WARDEN’S LETTER 

Celebration Time, Come On! There’s a party goin’ on. 

We have good reason to celebrate all the time…our 

families, friends, relationships, Parish, community, health, 

opportunities and freedom to choose, like no other people 

on earth.  Spring is a time of celebration. 

Pentecost was held 50 days after Passover, a time when 

the Jews celebrated giving thanks for the abundance of the 

harvest.  For followers of the Way, Pentecost fell 40 days 

after Jesus was resurrected (10 days after He ascended 

into Heaven).  Jesus said: 

“And I will ask the Father and he will give you another 

Counselor to be with you forever – the Spirit of Truth.  The 

world cannot accept him because it neither sees him nor 

knows him.  But you can know him, for he lives with you 

and will be in you.  I will not leave you as orphans, but will 

come to you.”  John 14:16-18. 

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in 

one place.  Suddenly, a sound, like the blowing of a violent 

wind, came from Heaven and filled the whole house where 

they were sitting.  They saw what appeared to be tongues 

of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.  

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 

speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. Act 2:1-

4. 

And so the early church was born…and we continue to 

celebrate, not just on Pentecost, but all year long.  That 

same Spirit pervades our very being.  We love to celebrate 

all the abundance He provides and express our gratitude 

and thanks for those who serve as His hands and feet on 

earth. 

Memorial Day, we take the opportunity to remember all 

those men and women, who have died while serving our 

country to keep us free…free from fear for life and limb, 

free to worship and free to do as we choose, always guided 

by the Spirit that keeps us mindful of our responsibility to 

honor and respect every human being. 

On June 20, we will Celebrate Oxford by hosting a barbecue 

to thank all the folks who make our community so clean, 

safe and secure, which sets us free to celebrate all year 

round.  We have invited all the Oxford employees:  our 

police, our maintenance department, our trash collectors 

and our extraordinary Town Clerk and Secretary, as well as 

the Commissioners, of course.  And we have invited all the 

members of the Oxford Fire Company and the Auxiliary.  We 

will have a tent, so Celebrate Oxford will be held, rain or 

shine.  Please sign up in Parish Hall so we will know what 

food will be brought and how many for whom to plan.  Let’s 

have a huge Celebration. 

- Gordon Fronk 

instruments of God’s reconciliation.  To go into the world, 

let the world know that there is a God who loves us, a God 

who will not let us go, and that that love can set us all 

free.”  Let us seek leaders who embrace this gospel vision 

but also let us each use our gifts to help lead the “Jesus 

Movement”.  Each one of us, emboldened by the vision of 

Christ, has the potential to be a leader amongst God’s 

people.  Let it be so. 

 

- Father Kevin 

A LEADERSHIP OF LOVE 
(Continued from page 1) 



Page 3 LIFELINE 

Mission & Outreach 

PLANNED GIVING  

KICK-OFF PARTY 

WHAT A GLORIOUS FEELING! 
 

The often quoted and 

unofficial motto of 

the U.S. Postal 

Service that is in part, 

“Neither snow nor 

rain nor heat nor 

gloom of night…” may 

aptly fit the intrepid 

party goers and 

planners that came 

together for an 

enjoyable night of 

camaraderie and fun 

on May 6, the kick-off 

event of Holy Trinity’s Planned Giving Program.  “We 

tried to plan for every contingency, and we also erred on 

the side of caution, moving the party into the Parish Hall 

when the weather forecast promised little sign of drying 

out,” said Planned Giving Co-Chair, Tot O’Mara.   

That planning paid off, with a beautifully decorated 

Parish Hall, a delicious spread of food and beverages, 

and the perfect backdrop to it all - our local talent, the 

Free and Easy Band - whose performance set the tone 

for a festive evening.   

Over 100 parishioners braved the damp weather to join 

in the fun, mingling, eating, even dancing!, as well as  

listening to a brief presentation by Rev. Kevin, Bishop 

Parsley, and parishioner Al Smith, who shared his 

reasons for including Holy Trinity in his Will. 

“Our goal was to introduce Planned Giving as an 

ongoing program, not a campaign,” explains Rev. Kevin 

Cross.  “We have an incredibly generous membership 

who makes amazing things happen here at Holy Trinity.  

What we lack is a sufficient “nest egg” to provide for the 

unexpected, and to plan for future generations,” he 

adds.   

Bishop Parsley shared inspirational words about the 

importance of remembering the church in our Wills, 

suggesting that setting a percentage of our remaining 

assets for the church can be a good way to make a gift.   

The Planned Giving committee of Holy Trinity will 

continue to publish useful information about ways to 

make a planned gift, as well as examples of how prior 

gifts to our endowment are supporting our ministry.  If 

you would like to discuss planned giving options, please 

contact our church rector, Rev. Kevin, or any member of 

our planned giving committee.  The church office is also 

happy to refer any questions to the appropriate planned 

giving committee member. 

- The Planned Giving Committee 

ELECTION OF THE XITH BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF EASTON  
 
On June 11th there will be a history making event in the life of our diocesan.  We have the awesome task before us 

that day of electing a new leader for this hallowed body of Christ.  We shall elect the XIth Bishop of the Diocese of 

Easton. 

Our delegates Barbara Cross, George Curlin, and Richard Wagner, along with representatives from throughout this 

diocese, have been vested with the solemn responsibility to discern and raise up a new Bishop.  This diocese does 

not enter into this proceeding lightly or unadvisedly.  We have collectively engaged in prayerful thought and 

discussion to guide our way ahead.  We appeal to the Holy Spirt to hover over the election and inspire our hearts 

and minds.  We ask God to grant us wisdom, humility, and guidance.  May we turn our hearts, minds and spirit to 

God and come together as one people, one body.  God will surely guide us down right pathways for his names 

sake.  In this we trust and give thanks. 

Let us pray: God of wisdom and love, we pray for your guidance so that we may choose a leader who hears your 

Word, lives your love, and keeps in the ways of your truth as they follow in the steps of Jesus and his Apostles.  We 

ask this in the name of your Son Jesus Christ and through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

- Father Kevin 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 

SUNDAY SCHOOL PRAYER BOOK 
 
As Fr. Kevin reminds us, “God loves it when we pray!”  

Prayer is a conversation with God.  During the past year or 

so, the Sunday School children have created a book of 

prayers to share with one another.  During Sunday School, 

we learned about different kinds of prayer.   

 

There are Prayers of Thanksgiving when we give thanks to 

God.  There are Prayers of Request when we ask God to 

help us.  There are also Prayers of Forgiveness when we 

ask God or others to forgive us or when we forgive others.  

Let us also remember Prayers of Praise where we 

celebrate God.  As six-year-old Charlie so beautifully put it, 

“I dance for God.”  I think God is dancing with us as we 

sing God’s praises. 

 

We thank our 

Sunday School 

children – Joshua, 

Will, Sophie, 

Charlie, Casey, 

Jack, Colin, Garrett, 

Grant, Grace, 

Kelsey and London 

for their creativity 

and their openness 

to and love of God.  

We also thank their 

parents for bringing 

them here and 

nurturing their 

spirits.  

 

This project happened under the guidance and love of our 

wonderful teachers – Cathy Schmidt, Natalie Schmidt, 

Pucky Lippincott, our artist-in-residence Ritze Miller and 

myself.  Having a sense of humor, a love for Jesus, and a 

love for the children created a fun and creative setting 

where we all learned from one another. 

   

There will be a copy of this special prayer book the 

children created in the River Room of the Parish Hall and 

another on the Sunday School shelf in the Parish Hall.  

Please take time to enjoy the thoughtful prayers and 

wonderful illustrations.  Listed below are the children’s 

prayers: 

 

Thank You God Prayers 

Thank you God for animals 

Thank you God for food…we couldn’t live without it 

Thank you God for food like BACON! 

Thank you God for the River! 

Thank you God for equality and friendship 

Thank  you God for love, sunsets, trees, water 

Thank you God for Plants…They bring color to the world 

Thank you God for air 

Thank you God for scientists 

Thank you God for sunshine 

Thank you God for family 

Thank you God for shelter 

Thank you God for water 

Thank you God for Sunday School 

 

Sorry and Forgiveness Prayers 

God forgives me when I’m sorry 

God helps me think of excuses when I’ve done 

something wrong 

God, I’m sorry I got into a fight 

 

God Helps Us Prayers 

Thank you God for glasses 

God helps keep us safe 

God helped my dog come back 

God helps me remember the answers on a test 

We pray for help and helping others 

 

Praise Prayers 

God made me so good 

We praise God when we score a goal 

We praise God for happiness 

God gives us new life 

I dance for God 
- Barbara Cross 

FREE DOORS 

Five old but perfectly serviceable interior doors, once used in parish buildings, are available free to parishioners. 

They're good-quality, traditional, interior, four-panel wooden doors. They need to be painted, but otherwise would 

serve for many more years. If you'd like one or more, or want to know more about them, please contact Rich Wagner 

at 703-403-6100 or wagner.r.l@att.net. 

tel:703-403-6100
mailto:wagner.r.l@att.net
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Spiritual Growth  & Fellowship 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

Women’s Bible Study will meet at 9:30 am on Monday, 

June 6 and 13 for Lessons 3 & 4 of the series 

“Evangelism”. After a summer hiatus, the study will 

resume on September 19 with Lesson 5 of this 12-part 

study. 

The group had a field trip to the Diocesan Retreat Center, 

St. Paul’s Hillsboro to walk the labyrinth. 

 

“Walking the labyrinth was the culmination of the Lenten 

Bible study and the highlight of a day of fellowship and 

contemplation.“ 

 

Thanks to Francie Thayer, The Retreat Center Director! 

MUSIC IN JUNE 

Music is something we all enjoy! Whether it be 

performing a special piece, playing or singing with a 

duet partner/ensemble, or just being an active listener 

there is a place for you at Holy Trinity! Musical 

contributions give our worship services more meaning -

even taking us to a special place close to God. Thank 

you choir members, Gail Aveson, Dan Wright, Jay 

Harford, Carey Miller, Dorrine Dawes, Rich Wagner, Dick 

Cover, Jack Noble, Jack Steuckler, and Joe Tyler for 

sharing your talents with us during the month of May. 

In June we will have a fun group of ladies sharing their 

talents on June 5th. Other friends sharing during the 

June 10:30 a.m. services will be: 

June 12th Cheezum Trombone Trio 

June 19th Gail Aveson & Dan Wright 

 

Plan ahead for the annual July 4th weekend visit by a 

quartet from the Free 'n Ezy! 

Grounded in Scripture, Believe is a spiritual growth 

experience that helps Christians of all ages think, act 

and become more like Jesus by examining key 

questions, studying Scripture, and learning practical 

ways to apply the concepts to everyday life.  The series 

was developed by the same group that created The Story 

Bible study that we enjoyed using last year. 

We will meet on June 1, 15 and 22 at 4 pm in the Parish 

Hall. 

HOLY TRINITY MILESTONES 

Baptism 

Ava Windsor – April 22 

Marriage 

Megan Wilson & Andrea Broggi—May 7 

Catherine Thompson & Donald Pierson—May 18 
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Mission & Fellowship 

FELLOWSHIP 

The Fellowship Committee would like to thank Ann 

Bellinger, Stacey Wrightson, Louise Thorndike, Susan 

Wilford, Richard Newton, Susan Deerin, Gary 

Marquardt, and Maxine Millar for hosting coffee hours 

in May.  We are in need of hosts for June and the 

summer months so please consider hosting.  The sign 

up sheet is in the Parish Hall.   

 

Please contact Kathy Becker (410-476-3502) for 

information about how you can help. 

EWC NEWS 

PLANT SALE—SUCCESS!! 

The Plant Sale on Oxford Day was the best one 

ever!   Between the pre-sales and Saturday sales, 

we made $5,500.00   Thank you so much for 

supporting our sale.   ALL the profits will go to 

support local missions and organizations.   

 

ANNUAL SPRING MEETING 
MONDAY, JUNE 6 

 

The ECW will have a 

general meeting on 

Monday, June 6th 

at 11:00.   

We will be 

discussing 

disbursement of 

funds from our 

successful Plant 

Sale and Bazaar to 

local mission.  We are looking forward to seeing 

Inurnment 
By Page Nolker 

 

I stood on the end 

Barefoot  

Silently weeping 

Spring  

Giving rise to feelings  

Of peace  

And surrender 

As white blossoms wave 

Against a blue sky 

And the breeze moves unhindered 

Across the river. 

The sun gold of daffodils 

Against the fresh green grass 

Stirred from winter’s slumber 

Fills me with the warmth  

Of your presence. 

An osprey on her nest 

Silently watches 

Our small gathering 

As we say goodbye― 

Again. 

Your ashes placed  

In a niche  

In a low brick wall 

Enclosing  

An ancient tree 

Witness  

To centuries 

Of life and death 

In this sacred space 

You chose for your resting place. 

But you are not  

Resting 

Sealed in a vault 

Your spirit dances across the water 

Flashing smiles of light  

As the sun and wind conjure  

Memories 

and I feel you  

Living 

In me. 

  
XxO--I love you! 

 

Page Nolker was inspired to compose this poem in re-

sponse to the burial service for mother Leslie’s ashes in 

our Columbarium.  It was so lovely that I asked her if it 

could be shared with Leslie’s Holy Trinity Family.   

Fr. Kevin 

Holy Trinity Men’s Ensemble 



 

LIFELINE Page 7 



PO Box 387 
Oxford, MD 21654-0387 
410.226.5134 

MISSION 

The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish in Oxford, 
Maryland: a caring Christian community dedicated to growing 
in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship. 

Who We Are 

We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of committed 
people willingly sharing their talents to help those in need. 
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging of others 
also on the journey, and non-judgmental of where one might 
be on that journey. 

The Church of the Holy Trinity 
Lifeline 

P
en

teco
st d

escen
d

in
g

  u
p

o
n

 H
o

ly Trin
ity 

MISSION: CAMP AGAPE BOOK 

COLLECTION  

LAST COLLECTION: JUNE 5 
 

One of the programs the Mission group supports is the 

Agape Ministries program.  This is a program for children 

of incarcerated parents and is run by our Diocese of 

Easton.  Among the various programs held throughout 

the year,  we have been working with Camp Agape’s 

“Book Nook”, which is now held at the Diocese’s Camp 

Wright. The “Book Nook” is a quiet space for campers to 

read and at the end of camp  will take home some of 

these books for their own library. 
 

We need you to help make this happen.  We need 

donations of gently used and new books for all ages.  

The campers are ages 7-14, but they love to bring home 

books to their younger siblings so books for all ages are 

appreciated.  Also, we love to receive books for children 

up to age 17 because Agape Ministries runs programs 

for the age group of 7-17 during the year and try to have 

books to distribute at all of the events. 
 

This year Camp Agape will be held June 17-21.  We are 

doing a book drive and will have our bin out to collect the 

books.  The LAST DAY for collecting the books is Sunday 

June 5.  Thank you for your continued support of this 

important ministry. 


