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SOWING SEEDS 
 

This month we at Holy Trinity are asked to consider 

supporting the future of our church community through 

planned giving.  We give of ourselves in many ways: prayer, 

fellowship, service to our church and to the world beyond 

our boundaries.  However, there is another means of 

supporting our community— one that may cause us to feel 

uncomfortable discussing.  We also are asked to consider 

financial support that is directed to the future of the 

church.   

 

I know that you are very generous people. We have done 

very well in supporting the daily life of this church through 

your excellent stewardship.  We have met 

our pledging goals consistently for the past 

four years.  It is important to realize that 

this was not always so.  However, in recent 

years you have come together to change 

the course of our church’s finances.  We 

have been enabled to reach out generously 

and the results are self-evident.   Our 

church has shown strong, steady growth in 

numbers and in spiritual development at a 

time when many churches are struggling 

and even shrinking.   

 

Also, you have bountifully extended the love 

of Christ through our mission programs.  

Your time, labor and financial support of 

missions has resulted in tremendous 

outreach to the local and global 

communities.  In fact, in terms of funding 

mission we have tithed or exceeded tithing our operational 

budget for the past three years.  Measured in terms of 

time, commitment and hands-on services, I know we have 

far exceeded what would be a normal expectation of 

activity for a parish of our size.  You are a most generous 

people.  God’s people are the means but not the end or 

sole example of blessing and being blessed, but in my 

mind you have achieved the level of angels! 

 

So, you may wonder why we are asking you to consider 

giving something more of your selves.  Well, in spite of our 

current good financial health, our rainy day fund is quite 

small.  God’s mission is not confined to our time and place 

but is intended to spread the Good News far into the future 

and far beyond our boundaries.  Just as one focuses on 

saving for personal care and future needs, so too, your 

church needs to do the same.  For a church of our age and 

size we have a very small endowment fund.  I do not think 

this reflects in any way a less than generous spirit of our 

community. Rather, it is simply an area of our health that 

has not been focused on until now.   

 

We have a committed and enthusiastic Planned Giving 

Committee that has spent a considerable amount of their 

time studying the planned giving needs of our parish.  As a 

result of their efforts this month, we are launching a 

planned giving program.  It is important to understand that 

this is not a one-time campaign or a program with a short 

term goal.    This program is intended to ensure that Holy 

Trinity is a vibrant, growing 

parish well into the future. It is 

intended to insure that if an 

unanticipated need or problem 

arises, it will not be something 

that because of financial 

burden causes us to break 

anchor and go adrift. 

Planned Giving is something 

with which we all probably 

have some familiarity.  Our 

schools, associations or 

museums have likely 

approached you about their 

planned giving programs.  I feel 

that Holy Trinity should be 

treated no less than these 

other institutions.  Hopefully 

you feel you are part of the family of Holy Trinity.  Hopefully 

like any family you have a vested interest in the future so 

that our friends, neighbors, children and future generations 

will be able to experience the love and joy of this blessed 

community.  I encourage “those who have ears to listen.”  

Please join us and our Bishop at our planned giving kick off 

reception on May 6 at 5:30 pm on the shores of the Tred 

Avon.  There will be food, entertainment and inspiring 

words. 

 

 “A sower went out to sow his seed. 8 And some fell into 

good soil and grew and yielded a hundredfold.” (Luke 8:5) 

 

- Father Kevin 

Lifeline 
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CHEERS  

and  

APPRECIATION 

 
 Kathy Gilson and everyone who 

helped with our Spring landscape clean up.  The 

grounds look beautiful.   

 Our Sunday School Teachers Barbara Cross, Natalie 

Schmidt, Pucky Lippincott, Ritze Miller and Cathy 

Schmidt for a wonderful year of forming our children in 

our faith.  You are marvelous!   

 Our Sunday School children for the enthusiasm, 

inspiration and joy you bring to our church.   

 Everyone who helped with our annual Oxford Day Plant 

sale.  Your gift of time and effort will benefit many of 

the needy in our local and global community. 

 The Wednesday Lunch Bunch crew who bring 

nourishment, fellowship and joy to our homebound 

parishioner and friends throughout Oxford and Trappe. 

 Beverly Rohman for her inspiration leadership of the 

Women on a Journey study group.  

 Mary Ann Hensinger for her marvelous leadership of 

Women’s Bible Study.   

 All of the men in our Inquiring Believers study group for 

asking the hard questions and looking to our Scripture 

and faith for guidance.   

 Linda Wilson for serving as our diocesan representative 

on the Talbot Mission Cluster committee.   

 Marshall Blume, Connie Greenhawk, David Wangsness 

for serving so willingly and ably as our Treasury/

Finance team.   

 Our Vestry for 

leading us toward 

being a vibrant, loving 

community of God. 

With gratitude and 

appreciation ---- 

- Fr. Kevin 

SENIOR WARDEN’S LETTER 

As I write this message, we are enjoying the beauty of our 

environment:  sunny days, temperatures in the 70’s, cool 

evenings, flowers in bloom, fresh-mown lawns, new crops 

in the fields and folks walking all about.  It is the beautiful 

Spring of new beginnings.  On April 15, Father Kevin 

blessed the entire fleet and all sailors of the Chesapeake 

at the annual event held at CBMM…try to attend next year.  

A week later, he led the blessings of Captains Tom and 

Judy Bixler and the Oxford Ferry for safe passage for 

another season.  ECW has enjoyed another very successful 

Annual Flower Sale—a long-standing Oxford Day tradition.  

Many thanks to all the organizers who secured and sold 

the plants, and the gardeners who purchased, them.. 

We are a busy congregation throughout the year, but there 

is something about the freshness of Spring that 

reinvigorates the soul and motivates us to complete more 

tasks and seek for new goals.  This year, among our 

Vestry’s goals, is to reach more folks in our community and 

encourage them to become a part of our Parish.  Look 

around you any Sunday morning and wherever groups 

meet throughout the week, you will see fellow-parishioners 

active in many roles and having a positive impact on the 

lives of all in our community.  John Wesley, an Anglican, 

established rules for all of us to “do all the good you can, 

by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, as long 

as ever you can.” 

I submit that, as each of us follows those rules throughout 

our daily living, those with whom we come into contact will 

want to know from where you derive your energy and spirit.  

I suspect your answer could include the enthusiasm and 

confidence you gain every Sunday from being a member of 

our Parish.  Take the opportunity to invite them to join us. 

All the best for Spring and the beautiful months and year 

ahead. 

- Gordon Fronk 

BISHOP SEARCH UPDATE 
 

I am pleased to announce that the Diocesan Nominating 

Committee has presented a slate of four candidates for the 

election of the 11th Bishop of Easton.  Information on these 

individuals may be found on the search website at 

eastonbishopsearch.org/candidates. A special edition of 

the Eastern Shore Episcopalian will be distributed in a few 

weeks that will have full information on the election pro-

cess and candidates.  Also there will be a candidate forum 

to meet the candidates on Tuesday, May 24th at Christ 

Church St. Michaels from 6:45 pm – 9 pm. 
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Mission & Outreach 

DISCIPLE DEVELOPMENT 
 

Disciple Development is undertaking the compiling of a 

Resource Directory for the Parish and for the Oxford community as a whole.  The Directory  will include listings for 

painters, carpenters, electricians, plumbers, roofers, lawn and garden people, etc. and all the people we all need at 

one time or another. The only criterion for inclusion in the Directory would be that one of us had a positive 

experience and would recommend the company or individual to their neighbors and friends.  I know each of us has 

had the experience of wondering who to call, do they do good work, and are they reliable.  Hopefully the Directory 

will expedite the process.  Disciple Development will also use the Directory as an introductory gift for newcomers to 

our community. 

 

So we need input.  Please send your recommendations to Tom Reynolds by whatever means you choose, phone 

(410-226-5290 or (C) 410-253-5154) , e-mail (treynolds@goeaston.net;  or even an old fashioned letter. PO Box 

425, Oxford, MD 21654-0425). Thank you. 

- Tom Reynolds 

PLANNED GIVING 

Invitation postcards have been mailed to 

all church members, but in case you 

set yours aside or haven't yet seen it, 

here's a gentle reminder to mark your 

calendars for Friday, May 6, from 5:30-

7:30 PM, and join Bishop Parsley, Father 

Kevin, and your fellow parishioners for a 

special evening of good food, music, and 

fun, all with the Tred Avon River as our 

backdrop.   

Bishop Parsley will be sharing inspirational 

words to help kick off our Planned Giving 

campaign.  If you have previously heard 

him speak, you know the spiritual power of 

his words.  If you haven't, you're in for a 

treat you won't want to miss! 

 Please join us!  We ask that you RSVP by 

April 29 so that we may adequately plan 

for enough food and beverages.  Hope to 

see you there! 

- The Planned Giving Committee 

B
le

s
s
in

g
 o

f th
e

 P
u

m
p

 B
o

a
t a

t C
B

M
M

 

F
lo

w
e

r S
a

le
 C

re
w

 E
xtra

o
rd

in
a

ire
 



LIFELINE Page 4 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

CHANGE FOR CHANGE 
 

Thank you all for your generosity to the Sunday School 

children’s Change for Change project that we held during 

Lent.  This year we raised $850!  The children were very 

thoughtful about how the money should be used.  We 

talked about local use and also had catalogues from 

Episcopal Relief Development and Food for the Poor.   
 

There was a great discussion about how everything 

available in the Food for the Poor catalog and Episcopal 

Relief and Development catalog were good ways to help 

people but we had only so much money to spend so we 

had to make tough choices. The children decided to 

focus on the basics, so some items that they had 

thought about -  like the soccer ball and computer - were 

replaced with food, animals,  and health items. The most 

popular item the children wanted was trees - $50 for 

reforestation. Everyone thought this was an excellent 

choice.  This tied in beautifully with our “Wishing Tree” 

project wish which was unveiled at our end of the year 

celebration on April 24. 
 

The specific items the children decided upon were: 

From Food For the Poor 

$180 for 2 goats 

$25 for 20 chicks 

$43 to feed a child for 1 year 

$24 for 100 lbs of rice & beans 

$272 total 
 

From Episcopal Relief and Development 

$175 for a community garden family share - (includes 

training, tools & seeds) 

$215 for clean water for a family 

$50 for 50 trees - reforestation project 

$15 for health clinic for 1 person 

$455 total 
 

Talbot County 

$123 to the Neighborhood Service Center for food, 

clothing and medicine for those in their homeless 

shelter 
 

Thank you for providing this opportunity to thoughtfully 

reflect on the needs of those around us both near and 

far.  We have an incredible group of loving, thoughtful, 

caring children. 

- Barbara Cross & Cathy Schmidt 

 

WISHING TREE 

 

During the last few weeks of Sunday School, the children 

wrote a poster of Gratitude messages which are one the 

bulletin board behind the coffee hour table.  They also 

created wishes and we discussed how wishes can be 

like prayers.  Once again, the thoughtfulness of the 

children is so incredible!  Below is what they wrote: 
 

I wish for better schools and education. – Joshua 

I wish to graduate now? 

I wish for a cure for my sisters P.O.T.S. 

I wish for evrewun is kinde 

I wish for world peace. 

I wish for everyone to appreciate and respect 

each other. – Colin 

I wish for a cure to cancer! – Garrett 

I wish for world peace – Sophie 

I wish for everyone to have a good education. – 

Sophie 

I wish for global happiness and a cure for 

cancer! – Casey 

I wish for all people to be like children LOVE 

I wish for …World Peace! – Grace 

I wish for everyone to respect each other. – 

Casey 

I wish for everyone to rest in peace  - Kelsey 

I wish to …end world hunger! –Grace 

I wish for the government to make smart 

choices. – Joshua 

I wish for a smarter government! – Will 

I wish for smarter …people – Will  

I wish for more recess – Grant 

I wish for NO More POACHING – Natalie 

I wish for more excitement – Kelsey 

I wish for more Saturday. – Grant 

Solution to pollution! – The more nature we 

destroy, the more we destroy ourselves! 

I wish people where smarter. 

I wish to end world hunger.  – Grace 
 

They displayed their wishes on the “Wishing Tree” next 

to where we held out cookout celebrating a great year of 

Sunday School. 

    

We also distributed the Prayer Books the Sunday School 

children had written and illustrated over the past year.  

That will be in next month’s newsletter.   

- Barbara Cross 

To keep geraniums blooming beautifully all 

summer, they should be fed every week — 

alternating between regular plant food one week 

and Epsom Salts (1 TBL per gallon) the next.     



Page 5 LIFELINE 

Spiritual Growth  & Fellowship 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

Women’s Bible Study will begin a new study, 

“Evangelism” at 9:30 am Monday, May 9. Since Presiding 

Bishop Michael Curry has emphasized evangelism as 

what we are all to do, we wanted to be better informed 

about what is involved. 

MUSIC IN MAY 

Calling all men who love to sing!  We will form a special 

men’s ensemble to sing at the 9:30 a.m. service May 1st.  

Only requirement is to attend rehearsal Saturday morn-

ing, April 30th at 9:30 a.m. (sanctuary).  We would love to 

have you join us!  

Thank you to our choir, Terron Quailes and Gail Aveson 

(guest soloists), Dan Wright, Lisa Fatica (clarinetist), and 

Martha Britt (Holy Trinity’s resident duet partner) for en-

hancing our worship services during the month of April.  

We look forward to welcoming Jack Steuckler, Joe Tyler, 

and Bernie Wittman to sing with the men of the church 

as well as Tom Cheezum Trombone Trio and friends, 

Aveson sisters, and Cellist Carey Miller in May.  Please 

plan to attend our May services and join in the music 

making. 

May 1 Men’s Ensemble (men of the choir/church/

community)  

May  8 8 am—Choir 

10:30 am—Gail Aveson & Dan Wright 

May 15 8 am—Choir 

10:30 am—Tom Cheezum Trombone Trio 

May 22 8 am—Choir 

10:30 am—Carey Miller, Cello 

May 29 10:30 am—Aveson Sisters, Duet 

Grounded in Scripture, Believe is a spiritual growth 

experience that helps Christians of all ages think, 

act and become more like Jesus by examining key 

questions, studying Scripture, and learning practical 

ways to apply the concepts to everyday life.  The 

series was developed by the same group that 

created The Story Bible study that we enjoyed 

using last year. 

 

We will meet on May 4 and May 25 at 4 pm in the 

River Room of the parish hall. 

WOMEN ON A JOURNEY 

May 4th & May 18th 

9:00 am—River Room 

Holy Trinity’s NEW Prayer Book 

Presented by 2016 Sunday School 

Sunday, April 24 
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Mission & Fellowship 

MISSION: CAMP AGAPE BOOK 

COLLECTION  
 

One of the programs the Mission group supports is the 

Agape Ministries program.  This is a program for children 

of incarcerated parents and is run by our Diocese of 

Easton.  There are various programs held throughout the 

year for the children to get together and receive some 

special time and attention.  One program that we have 

been working with is Camp Agape, which is now held at 

the Diocese’s Camp Wright.  This week is set aside for 

our Agape campers, and one of the things they do is 

provide a library for the children to have a “book nook,” 

where they can quietly look at a book.  At the end of 

camp, the children take home the books so that they 

have a library at home.  
 

We need you to help make this happen.  We need 

donations of gently used and new books for all ages.  

The campers are ages 7-14, but they love to bring home 

books to their younger siblings so books for all ages are 

appreciated.  Also, we love to receive books for children 

up to age 17 because Agape Ministries runs programs 

for the age group of 7-17 during the year and try to have 

books to distribute at all of the events. 
 

This year Camp Agape will be held June 17-21.  We are 

doing a book drive and will have our bin out to collect the 

books.  The LAST DAY for collecting the books is Sunday 

June 12.  Thank you for your continued support of this 

important ministry. 

FELLOWSHIP 

The Fellowship Committee would like to thank Loretta 

Blume, Kay Ruark, Suzanne Grimes, Cora Bruner and 

choir, Donna Richards, Ellen Anderson, Joan Bennett, 

and Sunday School for hosting coffee hours in April.  

We are in need of hosts for May and June so please 

consider hosting.  The sign up sheet is in the Parish 

Hall.   
 

Please contact Kathy Becker (410-476-3502) for 

information about how you can help. 

 LANDSCAPE CLEAN-UP 

Thank you to all the loyal gardeners for such a fantastic 

job this morning!  We made great progress – the 

grounds will look wonderful for Oxford Day!  Thank you 

so much for donating your time on such a beautiful 

Saturday morning!   

- Kathy Gilson 

EWC PLANT SALE—SUCCESS!! 

What a fantastic ECW Plant and Flower sale we had on 

Oxford Day! This year we had more plants and flowers 

with a greater variety, and although the weather wasn't 

the best, we had more people attending than ever. 

Thank you to everyone who volunteered their time and 

help, and thank you to all of you who purchased plants 

and flowers -- your gardens should be gorgeous this 

summer! 

A HUGE THANK YOU to Beverly Rohman and Chris Gil-

son for all their effort in co-chairing our successful 

event -- what a great team! We appreciate all that you 

did.   

As soon as we know the financial results, we will let you 

know.                  - Sara Wangsness 

ECW  

President 

 

HOLY TRINITY MILESTONES 

Baptism 

Isabella Alexis Howard – April 10 
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PO Box 387 
Oxford, MD 21654-0387 
410.226.5134 

MISSION 

The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish in Oxford, 
Maryland: a caring Christian community dedicated to growing 
in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship. 

Who We Are 

We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of committed 
people willingly sharing their talents to help those in need. 
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging of others 
also on the journey, and non-judgmental of where one might 
be on that journey. 

The Church of the Holy Trinity 
Lifeline 
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CHURCH MUSICIANS & 

 COMMUNITY FRIENDS 
 

Please consider warming up your voices or dusting 

off your instruments to join our music offerings at 

the 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Sunday services.  Holy 

Trinity is blessed to have a choir, which sings at the 

8 a.m. services and a few dedicated church 

musicians and music friends who join us from time 

to time.  We are in need of people who enjoy 

singing or playing to support our “regulars” and 

enhance our offerings.  We would love to have a 

group to lead singing at our 10:30 service.  If you 

have visitors or family who would like to share, they 

are most welcome!   
 

Please see Cora or Father Kevin if you would like to 

join us! 

410-226-5134 

htox@verizon.net 


