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SOWING SEEDS

This month we at Holy Trinity are asked to consider
supporting the future of our church community through
planned giving. We give of ourselves in many ways: prayer,
fellowship, service to our church and to the world beyond
our boundaries. However, there is another means of
supporting our communit§i one that may cause us to feel
uncomfortable discussing. We also are asked to consider
financial support that is directed to the future of the

church.

| know that you are very generous people. We have done
very well in supporting the daily life of this church through
your excellent stewardship. We have met
our pledging goals consistently for the pasgiFg
four years. It is important to realize that |
this was not always so. However, in rece
years you have come together to change
the course of our c
have been enabled to reach out generousl
and the results are sekevident. Our
church has shown strong, steady growth i
numbers and in spiritual development at a
time when many churches are struggling
and even shrinking.

Also, you have bountifully extended the lo
of Christ through our mission programs.
Your time, labor and financial support of
missions has resulted in tremendous
outreach to the local and global
communities. In fact, in terms of funding
mission we have tithed or exceeded tithing our operational
budget for the past three years. Measured in terms of

time, commitment and handson services, | know we have
far exceeded what would be a normal expectation of
activity for a parish of our size. You are a most generous
peopl e. Godds people are t
sole example of blessing and being blessed, but in my
mind you have achieved the level of angels!

So, you may wonder why we are asking you to consider

and far beyond our boundaries. Just as one focuses on
saving for personal care and future needs, so too, your
church needs to do the same. For a church of our age and
size we have a very small endowment fund. | do not think
this reflects in any way a less than generous spirit of our
community. Rather, it is simply an area of our health that
has not been focused on until now.

We have a committed and enthusiastic Planned Giving
Committee that has spent a considerable amount of their
time studying the planned giving needs of our parish. As a
result of their efforts this month, we are launching a
planned giving program. It is important to understand that
this is not a onetime campaign or a program with a short
term goal.

This program is intended to ensure that Holy

@ Trinity is a vibrant, growing
parish well into the future. It is
intended to insure that if an
unanticipated need or problem

™ arises, it will not be something

L Yffat because of financial

burden causes us to break
anchor and go adrift.

Planned Giving is something
with which we all probably

have some familiarity. Our
schools, associations or
museums have likely
approached you about their
planned giving programs. | feel
that Holy Trinity should be
treated no less than these

other institutions. Hopefully

you feel you are part of the family of Holy Trinity. Hopefully
like any family you have a vested interest in the future so
that our friends, neighbors, children and future generations
will be able to experience the love and joy of this blessed
communi ty. |l encourage O0th
Rlease fom asmasd ol Bishopraootr planheel giveng kick offr
reception on May 6 at 5:30 pm on the shores of the Tred
Avon. There will be food, entertainment and inspiring
words.

giving something more of your selves. Well, in spiteofour 0 A sower went o%Andsone feiotav h i
current good financial health, our rainy day fund is quite good soi l and grew and vyi el
smal | Godds mission is not confined to our time and

but is intended to spread the Good News far into the future

- Father Kevin



LIFELINE
CHEERS Vv
and _ _
APPRECIATION .
7 A
1 Kathy Gilsonand everyonewho

helped with our Spring landscape clean up. The
grounds look beautiful.
Our Sunday School Teachers Barbara Cross, Natalie

Schmidt, Pucky Lippincott, Ritze Miller and Cathy
Schmidtfor a wonderful year of forming our children in

our faith. You are marvelous!

Our Sunday School childrefor the enthusiasm,
inspiration and joy you bring to our church.

Everyone who helped with our annual Oxford Day Pla
sale. Your gift of time and effort will benefit many of
the needy in our local and global community.

The Wednesday Lunch Bunch crewho bring
nourishment, fellowship and joy to our homebound

parishioner and friends throughout Oxford and Trapp€.

Beverly Rohmarfor her inspiration leadership of the
Women on a Journey study group.

Mary Ann Hensingefor her marvelous leadership of
Womends Bible Study.

All of the menin our Inquiring Believers study groufor
asking the hard questions and looking to our Scripture

and faith for guidance.

Linda Wilsonfor serving as our diocesan representativ
on the Talbot Mission Cluster committee.

Marshall Blume, Connie Greenhawk, David Wangsne
for serving so willingly and ably as our Treasury/
Finance team.

B 1 Our Vestnyfor
leading us toward
being a vibrant, loving
community of God.
With gratitude and

£ appreciation----

- Fr. Kevin
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Lsconfidence you gain every Sunday from being a member

SENI OR WARDENDS®

As | write this message, we are enjoying the beauty of ou
environment : sunny days,
evenings, flowers in bloom, fresmown lawns, new crops
in the fields and folks walking all about. It is the beautiful
Spring of new beginnings. On April 15, Father Kevin
blessed the entire fleet and all sailors of the Chesapeake
at the annual event held
A week later, he led the blessings of Captains Tom and
Judy Bixler and the Oxford Ferry for safe passage for

Annual Flower Salda longstanding Oxford Day tradition.
Many thanks to all the organizers who secured and sold

the plants, and the gardeners who purchased, them..

}We are a busy congregation throughout the year, but there
is something about the freshness of Spring that
reinvigorates the soul and motivates us to complete more
tasks and seek for new goals. This year, among our
Vestryds goal s, is to reatc
encourage them to become a part of our Parish. Look

around you any Sunday morning and wherever groups

meet throughout the week, you will see felloparishioners
active in many roles and having a positive impact on the
lives of all in our community. John Wesley, an Anglican,

established rules for all
by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, as long
as ever you can. 6

| submit that, as each of us follows those rules throughout
our daily living, those with whom we come into contact wi
want to know from where you derive your energy and spifit

| suspect your answer could include the enthusiasm and

our Parish. Take the opportunity to invite them to join us.

All the best for Spring and the beautiful months and ye
ahead.

- Gordon Fronk

BISHOP SEARCH UPDATE

| am pleased to announce that the Diocesan Nominating
Committee has presented a slate of four candidates for th
election of the 11t Bishop of Easton. Information on thes
individuals may be found on the search website at
eastonbishopsearch.org/candidates. A special edition of
the Eastern Shore Episcopalian will be distributed in a fey
weeks that will have full information on the election pro-
cess and candidates. Also there will be a candidate forun
to meet the candidates on Tuesday, May 24th at Christ
Church St. Michaels from 6:45 pnd 9 pm.

@t

another season. ECW has enjoyed another very successful
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| PLANNED GIVING

Invitation postcardshave been mailed to
all church members, but in case you

The Lawn of the Church of the Holy Trinity, Oxford set yours aside or haven't yet seen it,
Friday, May 6, 2016, 5:30-7:30 PM, Rain or Shine here's a gentle reminder to mark your
L . . calendars forFriday, May 6, from 5:30
Come join Bishop Parsley for riverside 7:30 PM, and join Bishop Parsley, Father
food, music, and b_e"erafg‘fs to l_‘ear l_“’w Kevin, and your fellow parishioners for a
you can leave a lastmg splrltual lmprlnt on Spec|a| evening of good food, musiC, and
future generations through a planned gift. fun, all with the Tred Avon River as our
backdrop.
ALL ARE WELCOME! b

words to help kick off our Planned Giving

campaign. If you have previousiyeard

him speak, you knowthe spiritual power of
‘his words. If you haven't, you're in for a

I_gaving your imprint

to benefit future generations
treat you won't want to miss!

Q

Please RSVP by April 29 410-226-5134 or ht i ’ .
case Y= o ItaxEvelizo Please join us! We ask that youRSVP by

April 29 so that we may adequately plan
for enough food and beveragesHope to

see you there!

Thank you to our generous event sponsors!

ININGD e 1eog dwnd ay) Jo Buissag

Bishop Parsley will be sharing inspirationa

- The Planned Giving Committee
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DISCIPLE DEVELOPMENT

Disciple Development is undertaking the compiling of a

Resource Directory for the Parish and for the Oxford community as a whole. The Directory will include listings
painters, carpenters, electricians, plumbers, roofers, lawn and garden people, etc. and all the people we all neg
one time or another. The only criterion for inclusion in the Directory would be that one of us had a positive
experience and would recommend the company or individual to their neighbors and friends. | know each of us
had the experience of wondering who to call, do they do good work, and are they reliable. Hopefully the Directd

our community.

So we need input. Please send your recommendationsTom Reynoldy whatever means you choose, phone
(410-226-5290 or (C) 410253-5154) , e-mail (treynolds@goeaston.net; or even an old fashioned letter. PO Box
425, Oxford, MD 216540425). Thank you.

- Tom Reynolds
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will expedite the process. Disciple Development will also use the Directory as an introductory gift for newcomefs to




