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TRIUMPH OF GOD’S LOVE 
 

I recently read a book recommended to me by Bishop 

Parsley and Rich Wagner.  Love’s Endeavor, Love’s 

Expense is by William Vanstone.  Vanstone was an Anglican 

priest who served in the Church of England.  Through the 

experience of his ministry he 

reflects on “how individuals 

and communities respond to 

the love God has for creation.”  

This book has much wisdom 

and I certainly cannot do it 

justice in this reflection.  

However, near the end of the 

book was a thread that related 

to the reflection I offered in 

last month’s Lifeline on why 

prayer matters.  After 

considering God’s love for 

creation, Vanstone reflects on 

the response it elicits. 

Specifically he writes about the 

role of the Church in 

responding to God’s love. 

“…the Church contributes…benefits which no social agency 

designed to meet the needs of man is likely to confer-the 

intangible benefits of stability, sense of identity, a cause to 

be serviced, a meaningful basis for community.” 

“But it is not for this service the Church lives, nor this 

service that it makes its offering.  The Church offers itself 

to the triumph of the love of God…”  “the Church offers 

itself to the triumph of the love of God.” 

I think that, like with private prayer, we can 

easily fall into the habit of believing that 

church’s only purpose is for us to express 

our needs and intentions.  Vanstone 

challenges this idea.  Experience has taught 

him that for love to flourish it must be 

expressed in a mature, mutual relationship.  

God loving us should necessarily elicit a 

response from us.  That response may take 

the form of praise or thanksgiving which 

certainly can be expressed in personal prayer.  However, to 

be fully realized it requires the foundation of a community.  

Love is relational.  In its full expression love is a communal 

act. 

When we come together as “church”, we as a community 

are enabled to participate in a mutual, responsive 

act of love with our Creator.   With this in mind we 

come to church not just for our own needs but for 

the needs of love.  Together we are empowered to 

participate in a mutual act of love with God.  Love 

that is one sided is unrequited.  It is incomplete.  It 

is only through mutuality that love finds its full 

expression.  I believe that if we approach Church in 

this manner church becomes less a duty or 

obligation and more of an experience of joy and 

thanksgiving.  It becomes the place where we can 

practice amongst friends and neighbors how to live 

as Christ would have us live.  The Eucharistic 

celebration becomes the Lambs’ Supper – an 

experience of heaven on earth. 

Importantly this act of mutual love is not just 

confined to the human species nor to the formality 

of a church setting.  Creation itself in all of its beauty and 

freedom shouts Hosanna to God every day.  God 

commanded Moses at the burning bush to “Remove the 

sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are 

standing is holy ground."  The world we live in is God’s 

“Holy Ground.”  This Lent let us endeavor to repent of old 

habits and rote worship.  Let us use this time to come to 

church in community with the joy and love that we were 

created to live into.  Let us also find the time and space to 

rejoice with all of creation in every time and place. 

Lifeline 
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CHEERS  

and  

APPRECIATION 

 
 Cora Bruner for her magnificent 

work planning and conducting 

the music at the Diocesan Convention.  Cora involved 

musicians and choristers from all around the diocese.  

The music was glorious.  Holy Trinity was seen a leader 

and resource to the entire diocese. 

 The attendees of Women on a Journey thank Margaret 

Munsch for leading the group in January.  

 Our Sunday School Children for their ongoing Change for 

Change Lenten mission program.   

 Bob Kelly for lending his Building and Grounds expertise 

to cover during the absence of the Jr. Warden.   

 Kathy Gilson for taking on the leadership role in planning 

our new bell tower.   

 To all of our January and February Coffee Hour hosts for 

making Holy Trinity such a welcoming place and Kathy 

Becker for coordinating it all.   

 Corrie James for taking charge of scheduling our lectors, 

acolytes and chalicers.  

 Simon Arnstein for leading our usher team.  

 Doris Hughes for her leadership of the Food Pantry. 

 To all cooks and servers who contributed to an evening 

of delicious food and good fellowship at the annual 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper. 

 David Webster, Larry Paz and Geoff Holmes, the Souper-

Men, on the Wednesday Lunch Bunch team.  Your soups 

spread healing and love throughout our community. 

 George Curlin, Barbara Cross and Rich Wagner for 

serving as our delegates to the Diocesan Convention.   

 

Thank you all for serving the church and our community!! 

With gratitude and appreciation ---- 

- Fr. Kevin 

SENIOR WARDEN’S LETTER 
 

Dear Fellow Parishioners:  

Our Vestry held a Retreat in Easton on February 6, led 

by Father Kevin Cross and attended by all, but two, 

members. With lively conversation and valuable input 

from all, we agreed upon the following hopes and 

dreams for 2016:  

• Continue building maintenance to reduce unbudgeted 

surprises and costs;  

• Encourage Parishioners to increase involvement in 

Mission by moving from the pews and into service;  

• Increase Parishioners involved in providing meals/

care for those in need;  

• Ensure that the Parish Hall is fully operational and 

equipped with audio/video capabilities, especially for 

overflow events;  

• Increase presence of young families;  

• Increase the accountability of committees to better 

assure that projects are completed timely and 

efficiently;  

• Continue creation of long-term plan for financial 

stability and resources through planned giving;  

• Open our doors to the entire community; dispel image 

as an "elite" church;  

• Be involved as a Parish both within and without the 

environs of Oxford and ecumenically;  

• Appeal to the desire for spiritual growth from amongst 

the senior members of our community.  

With your commitment and support, we will bring these 

hopes and dreams to fruition.  

Warm regards.  

 - Gordon Fronk 

Senior Warden 

Stewardship Quotable 

The parable of the rich fool is clear: life's abundance does not consist in possessions. Those who "store up treasures 

for themselves" (v. 21) become victims of anxiety, always wondering if they have enough. Real security is found — and 

the true richness of life experienced — not in guarding what we have but in giving what we can. "Abundance" is not a 

private possession but a shared experience. 

Luke 12:13-21, 48 
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Mission & Outreach 
What is Sophia’s Circle?  

 

Sophia’s Circle is a ministry that supports marginalized 

women of all races, creeds and economic backgrounds 

who carry wounds from violence, drugs and 

prostitution. Many have been homeless, battered and 

imprisoned. Most were sexually abused as young girls. 

Through the generosity of donors, 

Sophia’s Circle enables women to 

find healing, hope and strength.   

The seeds of Sophia’s Circle were 

sown on the streets of Chicago in the 

early 80’s as Edwina Gateley, a 

Roman Catholic lay woman, 

ministered to women in prostitution.  

In the mid 90’s, having attended a week-long retreat 

given by Edwina, a group of caring women led by 

Carolyn Vogt Groves founded Sophia’s Circle. Because 

of Sophia’s Circle, the mission to help women recover 

their dignity and discovering new possibilities in their 

lives continues through the retreats, as well as a 

network of support and sisterhood. The Church of the 

Holy Trinity has supported Edwina’s work with Sophia’s 

circle since she conducted a retreat for us in 2011.  

Your donations have enabled over 100 women to 

attend one of Edwina’s healing retreats.  For more 

information: http://www.edwinagateley.com/sophias-

circle/ 

What is Aguayuda?  
 

Thousands of communities in La Guajira, Colombia 

continue to lack access to clean water and proper 

sanitation. Many of the families have experienced years 

of frustration and disappointment in their efforts to 

acquire the most basic human services.  

Aguayuda works to improve the lives of 

marginalized people by working in 

concert with the local authorities, 

traditional leaders, schools, water 

committees, female heads of 

households, private business, and local 

government. Laura Fonseca, a 

community member of Tomarrazón 

remarked, “Everything is possible, if we 

work together!” Aguayuda mobilizes resources to 

implement water access, water quality and sanitation 

activities, which provide important and life-saving 

changes in the communities in La Guajira, providing 

hope for people who had been struggling to create 

better conditions for their families.  The founders of 

Aguayuda are our parishioners, the Zimmer family.  This 

is the third year that Holy Trinity has joined with them to 

support the mission of Aguayuda.  For more 

information:  http://www.aguayuda.org/ 

 MEAL FOR A MISSION 

AND TRIVIA! 

 

Friday, March 4 @ 6:00 pm 

 

Church of the Holy Trinity 

502 South Morris St, Oxford, MD 

 

$25 per person* 
 

(price includes full meal & trivia participation  

or cheerleading) 

 

 
*Please bring a non-perishable food item for the 

Neighborhood Service Center Food Pantry 

 

ALL PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT AGUAYUDA 

AND SOFIA’S CIRCLE MISSION WORK! 

 

Space is limited!!! 

 

Call or email today to reserve a seat, or a 

table! 

 

410.226.5134 

htox@verizon.net 
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Spiritual Growth  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
This picture of the Sunday School children making Valentine’s Day 

cards to send to those who receive the lunch bunch meals and to give 

to family members, is a good representation of what Sunday School is 

all about – sharing the love and joy of Jesus!  Sometimes the children 

may be a bit more exuberant in church than one might expect and we 

are so grateful that they are filled with the Spirit of Joy and Love!  We 

also appreciate their parents for prioritizing Sunday School when there 

are so many other places they can be. During this time of Lent and 

Easter, we are learning more about Jesus’ mission then and what it 

means for us today.  We are following the lectionary for our Bible 

stories.  In March, due to vacations, we will have Sunday School on 

one day only – March 13.  We are calling this “Wish and Wash 

Sunday.”   Come and find out why! 

As part of the children’s mission outreach, we have the “Change for 

Change” jar at the back of the church each Sunday through Easter so 

that money can be collected to serve others.  Your donations are appreciated. Thank you for being a part of this 

community that welcomes the children and supports their carrying out their mission. 

     

       - Barbara Cross 

Lenten Reflection Series 

ANCIENT ROADS  
 

 

 

 

Our Lenten series this year continues to meet on the 

Wednesday evenings March 3, 10 and two dates to be 

determined.  We will meet each evening at 5:00 pm to 

engage in discussion and prayer and enjoy a simple 

communal meal. This series will focus on learning about 

the growth of Christianity “from a small movement call 

“the Way” to its eventual place as the official religion of 

the Roman Empire.”  We will incorporate the use of film, 

readings, discussion and prayer as our guides on this 

journey. The series, Ancient Roads from Christ to 

Constantine, will be the basis for our study.  Author and 

distinguished history professor Jonathan Phillips of Royal 

Holloway, University of London, takes viewers on a 

spectacular and dramatic twelve thousand mile journey of 

a lifetime, traveling the ancient roads to the very places 

where Christianity began.  Different this year, we will 

begin the evening with our exploration and conclude with 

a meal.  You may enroll for this series by signing up in the 

parish hall or calling the church office at 410-226-5134. 

Please join us for what promises to be an engaging 

exploration of the challenges of Christianity in our times. 

- Father Kevin 

CHANGE FOR CHANGE PROJECT 

During Lent and on Easter, the Sunday School chil-

dren are collecting change to help change the 

world.  After the money is collected and counted, the 

children decide who to help with the money.   

In the past we have collect-

ed between $300 and $500 

and the children used that 

money for local needs and 

oversea needs.  Some ways 

they decided to help others 

were to provide money for 

medicine for the guests at 

the homeless shelter run by 

the Neighborhood Service 

Center, to provide medicine 

and ducks through Episco-

pal Relief Development, and 

to provide food, soccer 

balls, and animals, including a male and female goat, 

through Food for the Poor.   

The Change for Change jar is located at the rear of 

the church.   

Change and bills are appreciated.   

Thank you!  
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WOMEN ON A JOURNEY 

Come join us as we continue an inspirational book ----- 
       

The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry by Rachel Joyce 

“A moving story about an ordinary man on an extraordinary 

journey.”  “… about wonderful everyday 

things … the mere process of putting one 

foot in front of the other.”   

“A funny book, a wise book, a charming 

book ...“ 
 

Meetings on the first and third 

Wednesday of the month. 

 

March 2 and March 16   

9:00 am – 10:30 am 
 

For more information contact Beverly Rohman  

410-829-9561 or beverlyrohman@goeaston.net 

Spiritual Growth  & Fellowship 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
WALK THE LABYRINTH 

 
The Women’s Bible Study continues their Lenten 

study called “Walking the Labyrinth” at 9:30 am on 

Mondays. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the event of snow during this six week timeframe, 

the group will not meet if the Talbot County Schools 

are closed. 

WHAT IS A TENEBRAE SERVICE? 

Holy Wednesday a Tenebrae service will be held at 6:30 

pm.  The name Tenebrae (the Latin word for “darkness” 

or “shadows”) has for centuries been applied to the 

ancient monastic night and early morning services 

(Matins and Lauds) of the last three days of Holy Week, 

which in medieval times came to be celebrated on the 

preceding evenings.   

 

Tenebrae means “shadows” or “darkness.”  That is a 

perfect title for a service that prepares us so well, in 

heart, mind, even in body, for the three days when the 

Light seemed to fade.  It is a haunting service of readings 

of Scripture and psalms.  The most conspicuous feature 

of the service is the gradual extinguishing of the candles 

and other lights in the church until only a single candle, 

considered a symbol of Christ, remains.  Toward the end 

of the service this candle is hidden, typifying the 

apparent victory of the forces of evil. At the very end, a 

loud noise is made, symbolizing the earthquake at the 

time of the resurrection (Matthew 28:2), the hidden 

candle is restored to its place, and by its light all depart in 

silence.  

WHAT IS A  

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE? 
 

Maundy Thursday, an Agape meal and Last Celebration 

of Holy Eucharist will be held at 6:30 pm.  “Maundy” is 

derived from the Latin “Mandatum” from which the word 

Mandate is also derived. “Maundy” refers to the new 

commandment given by Jesus to his disciples at the Last 

Supper. Our service begins in the parish house sharing a 

simple meal and readings.  We will emulate Jesus’ 

actions of washing his disciples’ feet by washing one 

another’s hands before 

we process over the 

Church for our Last 

Celebration of Holy 

Eucharist.  After 

Communion is served, 

everything will be 

removed from the altars 

and all consecrated 

bread will be consumed. 

The eternal candle 

indicating the presence 

of reserved sacrament of 

Christ will be extinguished. This is traditional referred to 

as “Stripping of the Altar” and signifies the death 

absence of (Death) of Christ. The next celebration of Holy 

Communion will be on Easter Morning, signifying the 

resurrection on Christ.  
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Spiritual Growth  

MILESTONES 
 

Burials 
 

David Ghysels Jr. 

EASTER FLOWERS   

Thanks to all of you who have 

made donations in the past for 

Easter flowers in memory or in 

honor of loved ones.  Please 

watch for upcoming info and sign

-up forms in the Sunday 

bulletins.  Your donations allow 

our Flower Guild to create a 

beautiful Easter setting. Flowers 

may be picked up following the 

second service on Easter 

Sunday.   

Thank you!  

Ellen Anderson 

Recipe for Happiness 

 

2 heaping cups of patience 

1 heart full of love 

2 hands full of generosity 

Dash of laughter 

1 head full of understanding 

 

Sprinkle generously with kindness. 

Add plenty of faith and mix well. 

Spread over a period of a lifetime, 

and serve to everyone you meet! 

FELLOWSHIP 

The Fellowship Committee would like to thank Linda 

Wilson, Connie Greenhawk, Nancy Shuck, Marguerite 

Owen, Marty Read, Kate Thompson, Corrie James, 

Susan Williams, Gary Marquardt, Marybeth Guerrieri, 

Lynne Mitchell, Ritze Miller, Sarah Ramsey and Bob 

Kelly for hosting coffee hours in January and 

February.  

We are still in need of hosts for March so please 

consider hosting. The signup sheet is in the Parish 

Hall. Please contact Kathy Becker (410-476-3502) 

for information about how you can help. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL & MISSIONS 

An article in the February 2016 Lifeline outlined the 

many Mission activities supported by Holy Trinity.  This 

month special focus is on our Sunday School whose re-

cent activities have provided substantial contributions. 

Currently during Lent and on Easter the Sunday School is 

sponsoring a Change for Change jar located at the rear 

of the Sanctuary. Each of us is urged to drop our loose 

change (or dollar bills) in the jar. The Sunday School chil-

dren will then decide how they want to direct the pro-

ceeds for use locally and internationally.   

Last year the project raised $644.00. The children di-

rected the offerings to:   

The Neighborhood Service Center in Easton for 

medicine; Veterans at Royal Oak for necessities 

like socks and underwear; Episcopal Relief and 

Development for a share of a cow and an share 

of a pig; Food for the Poor including purchasing a 

male and female goat designated for the same 

village; chicks to provide eggs; food to feed two 

families for a month and a child for a year along 

with donations of food, school supplies, ball, 

clothes for an orphan and emergency medical 

supplies.  

Additionally, the Empty Bowls project was supported by 

the Sunday School last year. All of these outreach deci-

sions are made by the members of the Sunday School. 

Holy Trinity is blessed to have young people who are sen-

sitive to and enthusiastically support the Mission goals of 

our church by reaching out to others in need. 
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PO Box 387 
Oxford, MD 21654-0387 
410.226.5134 

MISSION 

The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish in Oxford, 
Maryland: a caring Christian community dedicated to growing 
in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship. 

Who We Are 

We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of committed 
people willingly sharing their talents to help those in need. 
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging of others 
also on the journey, and non-judgmental of where one might 
be on that journey. 

The Church of the Holy Trinity 
Lifeline 
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HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
 

Palm/Passion Sunday 

8:00 am Holy Eucharist with Choir 

10:30 am Family Holy Eucharist (no Sunday School) 

  

Holy Wednesday 

6:30 pm Tenebrae Service 

 

Maundy Thursday 

6:30 pm Maundy Thursday  

A Simple Supper and Service 

 

Good Friday 

12:00 noon Community Good Friday Service  

4:00 pm The Way of The Cross 

 

Holy Saturday 

7:00 pm  Easter Vigil Service  

A joint service of Talbot Episcopal Churches  

at Christ Church St. Michaels 

 

Easter 

8:00 am Festal Easter Holy Eucharist with Choir 

10:30 am Family Holly Eucharist Service  


