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THOSE WHO GO TO THE MANGER WILL 

BE TRANSFORMED  
 

“If God chooses Mary as his instrument, if God himself 

wants to come into this world in the manger at Bethlehem, 

that is no idyllic family affair, but the beginning of a 

complete turnaround, a reordering of everything on the 

earth. If we wish to take part in this Advent and Christmas 

event, then we cannot simply be 

bystanders or onlookers, as if we 

were at the theater, enjoying all the 

cheerful images. No, we ourselves 

are swept up into the action there, 

into this conversion of all things.  We 

have to play our part too on this 

stage, for the spectator is already an 

actor. We cannot withdraw.  What 

part, then, do we play? Pious 

shepherds on bended knee? Kings 

who come bearing gifts? What sort of 

play is this, where Mary becomes the 

mother of God? Where God enters 

the world in the lowliness of the 

manger?  The judgment of the world 

and its redemption - that is taking 

place here. And the Christ child in the 

manger is himself the one who 

pronounces the judgment and redemption of the world. He 

repels the great and the powerful. He puts down the 

mighty from their thrones, he humbles the arrogant, his 

arm overpowers all the proud and the strong, he raises 

what is lowly and makes it great and splendid in his 

compassion. Therefore we cannot approach his manger as 

if it were the cradle of any other child. Those who wish to 

come to his manger find that something is happening 

within them. “   
 

These moving words were written by Dietrich Bonhoeffer in 

a world that was on the eve of a dark and foreboding 

future.  With the world in chaos, Bonhoeffer found strength 

and hope in the story of Advent and Christmas.  He wrote 

these words as part of a longer meditation on the 

Magnificat, Mary’s hymn of praise to God upon finding she 

would bear the son of God.  Her world too was filled with 

uncertainty and hard times.  Yet, she in her time and 

Dietrich in his, found words to sing expectantly and 

confidently of hope, praise and the glory of our God whose 

love shone forth to break through the darkness of their 

world. 

 

I do not bring reminders of their dark times to you to 

dampen your anticipatory joy at the coming celebration of 

the Advent and Christmas seasons but rather to encourage 

you to seek to be agents of change in these times.  To urge 

you to celebrate this season and promote 

the reign of justice and peace that our God 

so desires for our world.  Some may say 

optimism at times like ours, when the world 

is once again troubled, is naïve and 

ineffective.  But I say to you that celebrating 

the Good News of our faith is the only tool 

powerful enough to vanquish the fears and 

doubts of our time.  God has repeatedly 

shown us through our history that goodness 

and love win in the end.  Jesus’ incarnation, 

his birth in a stable proclaims the 

foundational goodness of creation and 

God’s unwavering optimism that his 

kingdom is advancing and will someday 

reign over all.    
 

We can make the joy of Christmas a reality 

for this world.  As Mother Teresa wrote, “It is 

Christmas every time you let God love others 

through you… yes, it is Christmas every time you smile at 

your brother and offer him your hand.”  I would add that it 

is Christmas every time you let the Good News shine 

brightly through your life.  May you shine on 

and on this season.  You are God’s beloved. 

Lifeline 

Fr Kevin leads a panel discussion on Church's healing ministry 

to those in recovery from addiction at the Recovery Ministries of 

the Episcopal Church annual meeting in Seattle.  
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CHEERS  

and  

APPRECIATION 

 
 Geoff Holmes, Parish Handyman has 

been busy doing numerous money-saving fix-up projects 

for the Holy Trinity community. Recent endeavors 

include: 

 Installing a safety strip over the electrical line of 

the new humidification system for the Parish Hall 

grand piano. 

 Repairing the casters on one of the chair storage 

dollies that slide under the Parish Hall stage. 

 Installing a new air intake vent for the Rectory 

furnace room. 

 Re-securing and strengthening the front wooden 

kneeler structures of the choir pews. They were 

loose and parishioners going to or coming from 

communion often steady themselves on these 

structures. 

 Thank you Geoff for Keeping Us Ship-Shape & Safe !! 

 Thank you to hosts for Lyra the Russian Choir: George 

Curlin & Becky Bell, Loretta & Marshall Blume, Doris 

Hughes, Sally & Gordon Fronk and Brooke & Larry Myers.  

And, to the wonderful chefs and hosts for our dinner for 

LYRA, Brooke & Larry Myers, Larry Paz, Louise Thorndike, 

Midge Menzies, Sid Walker, Suzanne Fischer.   

 Thank you to the ECW for the new tables for our parish 

hall. 

 Thank you to Maxine & Bill Millar for their continued 

generosity in sprucing up the Parish Hall and River room. 

 Kathy Gilson for the work on the fencing and plantings 

around the fuel tanks and tree removal and planting of 

the new willow oak.  Our grounds look beautiful. Kathy’s 

love and care for Holy Trinity’s grounds is a gift to us all! 

 Eugenie Drayton for work in addition to her regular 

responsibilities on the annual report, stewardship and 

fundraiser ticket sales.  It has been a very busy time and 

you have kept us on course.  

 Simon Arnstein and Bill Dial for leading our stewardship 

campaign. 

 To everyone who provided delicious food for our Annual 

Meeting reception. 

 To everyone who helped with our successful Fundraiser/

Talent Show.  A special thanks to the coordinators of the 

event, Simon Arnstein, Joe Fisher, Suzanne Litty, and 

Maxine Millar. 

 

Thank you all for serving the church and our community!! 

 

With gratitude and appreciation ---- 

Fr. Kevin 

 

2015 ANNUAL MEETING 
 

The 2015 Annual Meeting of the Church 

of the Holy Trinity was held on Sunday, 

November 1st at 10:30 am.  In addition 

to reviewing the activities of 2015, 

elections for the “class of 2018” Vestry were held.  

Elected by unanimous vote to 3 year terms on the 

Vestry are Connie Greenhawk, Margaret Munsch and 

Tom Reynolds.  The parish also appointed these 

individuals to serve as delegates to the 2016 diocesan 

convention.   

Thanks were extended to Jim Bredar and Doris Hughes 

for their service on the Vestry and to Robert Kelly for his 

yeoman's work as Jr Warden and head of buildings and 

grounds.   In other action, the 2016 budget was 

approved.   

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Below is a summary of the financial results for the first 

nine months of 2015.  Operating Income exceeded 

budgeted income by $5,005--a favorable variance.   Op-

erating Expense exceeded budgeted income by $3,921--

an unfavorable variance.  Without the unfavorable vari-

ance due to fuel expenses in the cold winter of this year,  

the expense variance would have been much narrower.   

The Operating Surplus showed a favorable variance of 

$2,551.   

Marshall Blume, Treasurer 

Operating Acct Actual Budget Variance 

Income 207,918 202,913 5,005 

Expense 205,367 201,446 3,921 

Operating Surplus 2,551 1,467 1,084 
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THE FIVE MARKS OF MISSION 
 

The Five Marks of Mission were developed by the 

Anglican Consultative Council between 1984 and 1990 

and have won wide acceptance among Anglicans, and 

have given parishes and dioceses around the world a 

practical and memorable “checklist” for mission 

activities. 
 

The Mission of the Church is the Mission of Christ: 

 

 To proclaim the 

Good News of the 

Kingdom 

 To teach, baptize 

and nurture new 

believers 

 To respond to 

human need by loving 

service 

 To seek to 

transform unjust 

structures of society, to 

challenge violence of 

every kind and to 

pursue peace and 

reconciliation 

 To strive to 

safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and 

renew the life of the earth. 
 

In the coming months, I believe it would be interesting 

and informative to measure ourselves as a congregation 

against the Five Marks of Mission.  I am asking for each 

and every one of you to help us in this endeavor. 
 

Please take a moment or two to consider how our Parish 

is measuring up to the checklist.  Write down a short 

phrase or sentence to describe, in your words, how Holy 

Trinity is fulfilling one or more of the Five Marks.  Then, 

send an email to htox@verizon.net, subject:  “Five 

Marks,”  or mail or deliver a note or letter to Church of 

the Holy Trinity, P.O. Box 387, Oxford MD 21654-0387. 
 

Each month, we will publish an article to incorporate your 

responses.  Your responses will help guide our future to 

assure that Holy Trinity seeks to fulfill the Mission of 

Christ. 

 

- Gordon Fronk 

Sr. Warden 

Mission & Outreach 

COFFEE HOUR FELLOWSHIP 

The Fellowship Committee would like to thank Susan 

Williams, Wendy and Shirley Grubbs, Sharon Paz, 

Donna Richards, Suzanne Grimes, and Sara Beth 

Wangsness for hosting coffee hour during the month 

of October. We are still in need of coffee hour hosts to 

complete the fall roster in November and December.   

 

Our goal is to have one host for the first Sunday of the 

month service and two hosts, one for the 8 o'clock 

and one for the 10:30 service, for the second, third, 

and fourth Sundays of each month.  The Vestry 

provides pastries and other goodies for hosts to use.  

 

The sign-up sheet is located in the River Room. Please 

contact Kathy Becker (410-476-3502) with questions 

about how you can help. 

UNSUNG FELLOWSHIP 

 

Whenever two or three are gathered, God is among 

them. It is in these small groups of fellowship and 

behind the scenes activities, that God’s presence 

shines. Lately, these Fellowship Committee members 

have been particularly busy organizing. It started with 

the kitchen and most recently the stage area in 

preparation for not only the Talent Show but the 

Christmas Bazaar as well.  

 

Thanks to Susan Delean-Botkin and Michelle 

Mactavish for decorating the stage and thanks to 

Maxine Millar for all the center pieces and tablecloths 

for the Talent Show. 

 

Thanks to Margaret Munsch, Sally Fronk & Sarah 

Ramsey for helping with the stage organization and 

Bob Kelly & Geoff Holmes for helping with logistics. 

- Connie Greenhawk 

tel:%28410-476-3502
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Spiritual Growth  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

The Sunday School children are in the process of 

finishing up our prayer paintings.  In addition to 

painting their prayers, our wonderful artists first 

created thoughtful prayers reflecting the themes of 

praise, help, and being sorry and forgiveness.  

This year the 

Christmas 

pageant will 

be held during 

the 10:30 

service on 

Sunday, 

December 20.  

We will start 

preparing for 

Christmas and 

the pageant 

on November 22.   We are also looking forward to 

Father Kevin joining us on November 29 to teach us 

about the Eucharist.  Bishop Parsley will be at the joint 

9:30 service on December 6.  We hope that many of 

the children will be 

able to attend and 

there will be 

opportunities for 

them to participate.  

As always, it is 

helpful to let 

Barbara know if your 

children will attend 

these special events 

and also to let her 

know when your 

children will be 

away.  Please note that there is no Sunday School on 

December 27.  

            - Barbara Cross 

NEW SPIRITUAL GROWTH  

OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 
A new Bible Study, BELIEVE began November 18th.  This 

series will help us think, act and become more like Jesus 

by examining key questions, studying Scripture, and 

learning practical ways to apply the concepts to everyday 

life.  The series was developed by the same group that 

created “The Story” Bible study that we enjoyed 

using last year.  We meet on the first and third 

Wednesday of each month at 4 pm in the River room of 

the parish hall. 

 

Episcopal Faith Inquirer Group  
An Inquirer's class is a place to learn about 

the history and beliefs of the Anglican/

Episcopal faith and to explore how your 

faith journey can be enriched through 

discussions with other inquiring minds.   

We will meet on Monday, November 23 

and 30 from 3 – 5  in the parish hall  If 

you are interested in reaffirming your 

vows or being received into the Episcopal 

Church when Bishop Parsley visits Holy 

Trinity in December, it is strongly 

recommended you join this interesting 

class.  If you are interested in taking part please call the 

parish office. 

NEWCOMERS RECEPTION 

The Vestry of the church is hosting a “new members” 

reception on Sunday, November 22nd from 3 – 5 pm 

at the home of Joe and Suzanne Fischer, 4734 Sailors 

Retreat Ct. 410-822-4407.  Who invited to attend?  

Anyone who has attended our services/activities and 

wants to know more about our parish is welcome.  We 

have not held such a reception in a while so you may 

have been coming for some time already.  Even so, we 

would like to get to know you better and welcome you 

into our family.  If you have any questions, please call 

the parish office at 410-226-5134.  We look forward to 

seeing  you. 

LIFE JOURNEY WITH 

RICH WAGNER 

Sunday, November 22 @ 9:15 am 

 

We all take different and interesting paths through life.  

Reflecting on our family experiences, careers, avocations, 

travels and inward journeys of the heart can be an 

opportunity to see God’s presence in our lives.  The 

workings of the Holy Spirit are teaching us lessons that 

refine and renew us day by day for our journey toward 

God.  It can be fascinating for us to hear and share 

stories about our collective journeys through life.  At each 

meeting of this group a member of our family will share 

with you his/her story.  Come prepared to learn, laugh 

and be inspired by your fellow traveler, Rich Wagner as 

he shares his stories of physics, faith, travel and life with 

his wonderful wife Ginny  
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TALENT SHOW REVIEW 

On a chilly, rainy Saturday evening, November 7th, more than 125 talent seekers filled the Parish Hall to enjoy 

food, drink fellowship and the talent of several 

of Holy Trinity’s finest. The evening kicked off 

with drinks under the tent, but the cool, damp 

weather quickly caused the enthusiasts to 

move into the River Room where they vied in 

the silent auction for more than a dozen oppor-

tunities for boat rides, picnics, objects d’art 

and even the right to reserve the back row of 

the sanctuary for three months. 
 

Into the Parish Hall, they were seated at three 

long rows of tables beautifully adorned with 

china, silver, crystal, and fall gourds and deco-

rations provided at the expert hand of Maxine 

(and Bill) Millar. Soon the sumptuous meal was served by Wendy Palmer and her staff. Joe Fischer announced the 

auction was closed and the show began.  
 

The Cemetery Cove Quartet kicked off the entertainment, fol-

lowed by the crooners, Big Al Smith and Rev. Dr. Gil. Susan 

and Mick paired for a sultry Tango before David Webster deliv-

ered a Shakespearean rendition of McCartney & Lennon’s 

“Hard Days 

Night.” 
 

Next up, the 

Men in Black, 

featuring Phil 

Russell, Cam-

eron Mac-

tavish and Lee 

Philips, sang Johnny Cash’s “Walk the Line.” Then … back by popu-

lar demand since their debut in 2010, the Oxford Calendar Girls 

sauntered down the aisle and onto the stage to the lyrics of “Hey 

Big Spender” then sang and danced to “Calendar Girl.” 
 

Bob Nelson & Susan Williams presented a dramatic reading from Harvey, followed by Cora Bruner and the “High 

Lighters” rendition of “Money, Money, Money, 

Money”. The evening concluded with Father 

Kevin, Justine Cooney & Cora leading the crowd 

in the senior version of “Jesus Loves Me” and 

the audience dispersed with smiles on their fac-

es and joy in their hearts. The winner of the tal-

ent show was Holy Trinity and Missions. 

Gordon Fronk 

Holy Trinity’s MC Extraordinaire 
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PO Box 387 
Oxford, MD 21654-0387 
410.226.5134 

MISSION 

The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish in Oxford, 
Maryland: a caring Christian community dedicated to growing 
in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship. 

Who We Are 

We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of committed 
people willingly sharing their talents to help those in need. 
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging of others 
also on the journey, and non-judgmental of where one might 
be on that journey. 

The Church of the Holy Trinity 
Lifeline 
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