
A Message f rom Our Rector ,  Fr .  Kevin M. Cross  

The Church of  the Holy Trini ty   
An Episcopal  Church  

February 2015  

VOLUME 8 

ISSUE 2 

LITTLE BOY’S EXPLANATION OF GOD 
 
I have decided to give over my space in our monthly       
newsletter to an eight year old boy who reportedly wrote 
this article for his third grade homework assignment, to 
“explain God.”  There has been some debate about the     
authenticity of the authorship but regardless it is helpful to 
look through another’s lenses at the concept of God.  While 
parts of this writing may seem naïve to some, Christ did 
say, "Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little 
children, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven.”  So put aside your more sophisticat-
ed lenses and imagine the world and God as a 
child. Let this awaken your child within: 
 

“One of God's main jobs is making people. He 
makes them to replace the ones that die, so 
there will be enough people to take care of 
things on earth. He doesn't make grownups—
just babies. I think because they are smaller 
and easier to make. That way he doesn't have 
to take up his valuable time teaching them to 
talk and walk. He can just leave that to     
mothers and fathers. 
  

“God's second most important job is listening 
to prayers. An awful lot of this goes on, since 
some people, like preachers and things, pray 
at times beside bedtime. God doesn't have time to listen to 
the radio or TV because of this. Because he hears everything, 
there must be a terrible lot of noise in his ears, unless he has 
thought of a way to turn it off. 
  

“God sees everything and hears everything and is               
everywhere which keeps Him pretty busy. So you shouldn't 
go wasting his time by going over your mom and dad's head 
asking for something they said you couldn't have. 
  

“Atheists are people who don't believe in God. I don't think 
there are any in Chula Vista. At least there aren't any who 
come to our church. Jesus is God's Son. He used to do all the 
hard work, like walking on water and performing miracles 
and trying to teach the people who didn't want to learn 
about God. They finally got tired of him preaching to them 
and they crucified him. But he was good and kind, like his 

father, and he told his father that they didn't know what they 
were doing and to forgive them and God said ‘O.K.’ And God 
did not let Jesus stay in the grave, but raised him from the 
dead. 
 
“His dad (God) appreciated everything that he had done and 
all his hard work on earth so he told him he didn't have to go 
out on the road anymore. He could stay in heaven. So he did. 
And now he helps his dad out by listening to prayers and  
seeing things which are important for God to take care of and 

which ones he can take care of himself     
without having to bother God. Like a           
secretary, only more important. 
  

“You can pray anytime you want and they are 
sure to help you because they got it worked 
out so one of them is on duty all the time. 
  

“You should always go to church on Sunday 
because it makes God happy, and if 
there's anybody you want to make happy, it's 
God! 
  

“Don't skip church to do something you think 
will be more fun like going to the beach. This 
is wrong. And besides the sun doesn't come 
out at the beach until noon anyway. 
  

“If you don't believe in God, besides being an 
atheist, you will be very lonely, because your 

parents can't go everywhere with you, like to camp, but God 
can. It is good to know He's around you when you're scared, 
in the dark or when you can't swim and you get thrown     
into real deep water by big kids. 
  

“But...you shouldn't just always think of what God can do for 
you. I figure God put me here and he can take me back      
anytime he pleases. 
  

“And ... that's why I believe  in God.” 
  

 
 

Father Kevin 

Lifeline 
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CHEERS  
and  

APPRECIATION 
 
 
 
 Michele and Cameron MacTavish for being such good 

stewards of our crèche. Michelle and Cameron took down 
and carefully stored our figures before he big rain. 

 Lisa Strang for her continued efforts with veterans and 
Camp Royal Oak.  

 Simon Arnstein, Cora Bruner, Dick Cover, Polly Cox, Ste-
ve Fuguet, Connie Greenhawk, Geoff and Pepper 
Holmes, Wendy Pagenstecher, Beverly Rohman for help-
ing making the Talbot Parish Joint Service an inspiring and 
fun worship experience. 

 Marshall Blume, David Wangsness, Connie Greenhawk, 
Eugénie Drayton and Darrin Clem for being such good 
financial stewards and all the time and effort they devot-
ed to closing the year end books. 

 Simon Arnstein and Bill Dial for conducting a very suc-
cessful stewardship campaign. 

 All of our pledgers. Your support helps the ministries of 
Holy Trinity continue and expand.  

Thank you all for serving the church and our community!! 

With gratitude and appreciation — 

 

 

 

ASHES  
TO 
GO 

 
Remember that you 

are dust  … 
… and to dust you 

shall return. 
 
 

Wednesday, February 18 
7:00 am to 8:00 am 
Oxford Town Park 

 
Church Services 

8:30 am and 6:00  pm 

ECW 

 

The ECW is pleased to report that the Christmas Bazaar 
raised around $12,000.00. We wish to thank all who par-
ticipated and supported us. 
 

The ECW met on Monday, January 12, 2015 to elect 
officers and disburse the funds earned from the pro-
ceeds of the 2014 Plant Sale and Christmas Bazaar. We 
elected Sara Wangsness, President, Sharon Paz, Vice 
President, Beverly Rohman, Treasurer and Sally Fronk, 
Secretary.  For Mission, we decided to give the following: 
 

$ 2000.00     Scholarships for Holy Trinity youth 
$ 2000.00     Veterans Service Organization for a  
         Women’s Shelter in Centerville 
         (see picture on page 2) 

$ 2000.00     Neighborhood Service Center 
$ 1000.00     Camp Royal Oak 
$ 1000.00     Society of Saint Vincent de Paul 
$ 1000.00     Camp Wright – new cabin 
$ 500.00       Camp Agape 
$ 500.00       Water’s Church 
$ 100.00        UTO 
$ 1000.00     Reserve for mission in Oxford (as needed) 
 

Additional distributions will be considered at our Spring 
meeting. 
 

Thanks to everyone who made these donations possible. 
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PAY IT FORWARD 

The online encyclopedia, wikepedia.org, defines this 

phrase as “an expression for describing the beneficiary 

of a good deed repaying it to others rather than to the 

original benefactor.”   All of us are direct beneficiaries 

of the many ways Holy Trinity enriches our spiritual 

lives, our church community, and all of the services it 

provides.  Holy Trinity serves as a conduit of God’s work. 

The Lord is our universal and all-loving benefactor.  

 

We, a recently formed committee of church members, 

have chosen this phrase as the title of a new and ongo-

ing column to be featured in Lifeline.  It’s our way of 

hopefully accomplishing two things.   The first is to intro-

duce “planned giving” as a way for EVERY parishioner 

to begin thinking about how we can “pay it forward” by 

remembering Holy Trinity in our wills and/or estate 

planning.  It’s the perfect way to preserve and “pay for-

ward” for others, the many ways in which God, through 

Holy Trinity, provides for the ongoing spiritual support of 

its current and future parishioners, the local communi-

ties of which the church is a part, and the extended 

reach of its mission work in the larger Christian commu-

nity. 

 

The second goal of this monthly column is to remind us 

of the many good works that are sustained through Holy 

Trinity - - a sort of “Did you know…?” piece that de-

scribes a specific event, service, or mission carried out 

by Holy Trinity in God’s name.  We thought this would be 

a great way to illustrate what makes Holy Trinity such a 

logical choice for inclusion in our estate planning.  We 

have all been personal beneficiaries of some of these 

services, but we think you will be surprised to know just 

how much our small parish does to spiritually enrich so 

many lives.  

We hope you will make the “Pay it Forward” column one 

that you regularly read, and welcome your questions 

and suggestions for making it better.  Please also look 

for special quotes and call-out boxes throughout the 

newsletter, all designed to illustrate God’s love at work, 

through Holy Trinity. 

 

With gratitude from the members of the Planned Giving 

Committee: 

Chris Gilson & Tot O’Mara – Co-chairs 

Marshall Blume 

Fr. Kevin Cross 

Sandy Kaufman 

Ray Munsch 

Al Smith 

 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

It is with great pleasure that I can report that the 

Church ran a slight surplus for the fiscal year 2104.  

This is the third year of small surpluses.  Great credit is 

due Kevin and the Vestry in keeping expenses in line 

with budget.  In addition, general contributions exceed-

ed our budget, and the Vestry has approved the use of 

this surplus to fund mission activities and capital im-

provements.   

 

On another happy note, the pledges that we have re-

ceived for 2015 have exceeded our pledge budget.  

These extra funds will provide a cushion in case our 

2015 expenses exceed our budget and any remaining 

moneys can fund mission activities and capital improve-

ments. 

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER 
February 17  

5:00 – 6:30 pm 

 
 

Please join us on Shrove Tuesday, February 17th for 

our traditional community pancake supper. We will 

have pancakes (including gluten-free), sausages, 

baked beans (a Canadian tradition) and beverages. 

You may sign up in the Parish Hall or call the office 

(410-226-5134). Our friends from Waters Methodist 

and Oxford United Methodist Churches will be joining 

us for the annual tradition  

CAMP ROYAL OAK REQUESTS FOR  

FEBRUARY 

 

Lisa Strand and Larry Paz will be going to Camp Royal 

Oak this month the morning of February 17. They will 

bring donations and a Mardi Gras feast to the veter-

ans!  The current needs of the Vets are:  

 

A pair of size 10 and a pair of size 12 boots; a pair of 

size sneakers size 10; socks, underwear size medi-

um and large; long johns; a used watch; a wallet; toi-

letries; laundry soap and dog food. 

 



WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

 

Women’s Bible Study resumes 

Monday, February 9th at 9:30 

am in the Parish House for a 

Lenten study, “The Messiah: 

The Texts behind Handel’s           

Masterpiece.” 

 

The study guides will be         

supplemented by excerpts 

from Handel’s Messiah by the      

Cambridge Singers directed by 

John Rutter. 

 

Study guides are available 

from Mary Ann Hensinger 

410.463.0405 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
 

We have our Lego building bricks and are ready to 

build Bible stories.  We are starting the year back in 

time – learning about Abraham and Sarah and about 

Jonah and the whale.  Both demonstrate - “All things 

are possible through God.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In January we visited Mr. and Mrs. Passano after 

church to view one of their (or should I say George’s) 

train set ups.  The imagination and detail that went 

into it was inspiring – and fun!  Many thanks to them 

for inviting the Sunday School class.  

 

 
 

Thank you for you Lego donations for Sunday 

School.  We are all set and do not need any more do-

nations. 

 

- Barbara Cross 

WOMEN ON A JOURNEY 
 

Come join our study group of Christian Women on a Journey 
who will be meeting on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the 

month to enjoy faith based contemporary 
literature, discussion and fellowship.  We 
try to keep each meeting independent to 
accommodate for traveling participants.   
We are just starting Don Piper’s book 90 
Minutes in Heaven, which documents 
his near-death experience in 1989.   
  

February 4th & 18         
9:00 am – 10:30 am 

 
For more information please contact  

Beverly Rohman 
410.829.9561 or  

beverlyrohman@goeaston.net 
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Spiritual Growth and Activities 



LENTEN REFLECTION SERIES 
 

Bonhoeffer: Discipleship 
 

“True Grace Comes from Costly Sacrifice” 

 

Our Lenten series this year will meet on the Wednesday 
evenings of February 25, March, 4, 11 and March 25. We 
will meet each evening at 6 pm to share a simple meal, 
engage in discussion and prayer. This series will focus on 
learning about the life, times, spiritual practices and 
teachings of 20th century spiritual giant, Dietrich        
Bonhoeffer. We will incorporate the use of film, readings, 
discussion and prayer as our guides on this journey.    
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a Lutheran pastor in the German 
Confessing Church during the Nazi years under Adolf   
Hitler. His deep immersion in Scripture called him to work 
against tranny and political injustice. In the words of   
biographer Eric Metaxas, “There is something about the 
life of Bonhoeffer that helps us today know what it 
means to be a Christian.”  
 

You may enroll for this series by signing up in the parish 
hall or calling the church office at 410.226.5134. Please 
join us for what promises to be an engaging exploration 
of the challenges of Christianity in our times. 
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JOURNEY OF THE HEART 
SPIRITUAL GROWTH GROUP 

 

The Gospel of Mark will be the focus of this weekly      
discussion group. The gospel of Mark is the gospel of the 
current liturgical year and will be the source for most of 
our service readings through Advent. Mark’s gospel is the 
earliest gospel. It emerged out of the oral tradition of 
storytelling. Therefore, we will start each session with a 
dramatic reading of the gospel by performer Max 
McLean. As we study Mark's gospel, reading through it 
sequentially, chapter by chapter, we will seek out the 
meaning it has in our lives today. We will share what is in 
our hearts hopefully developing a personal relationship 
to this gospel. We will consider various translations of the 
gospel but the primary text will be the NRSV version. The 
length of this study will be approximately 8 weeks. This 
group will meet on Tuesdays at 2 pm in the River Room.  
 

There is no need to sign up and while it is preferred that 
the members come every week, you are invited to join us 
as you can.  
 
Our first meeting will be Tuesday, February 3rd at 2 pm. 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

PRAYER SERVICE 

JAUARY 19, 2015 





PO Box 387 
Oxford, MD 21654-0387 
410.226.5134 

MISSION 

The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish in Oxford, 
Maryland: a caring Christian community dedicated to growing 
in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship. 

Who We Are 

We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of committed 
people willingly sharing their talents to help those in need. 
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging of others 
also on the journey, and non-judgmental of where one might 
be on that journey. 

The Church of the Holy Trinity 
Lifeline 

THE AMERICAN SPIRITUAL ENSEMBLE 

The Church of the Holy Trinity 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2015 

7:00 pm 

Join us for another spectacular performance by The 
American Spiritual Ensemble, an amazing group of     
singers organized by founder, Dr. Everett McCorvey, to 
keep the American Negro Spiritual alive. The American 
Spiritual Ensemble will present dynamic renditions of 
classic spirituals, opera, jazz and Broadway numbers 
highlighting the Black experience. 


