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YOUR GOOD STEWARDSHIP OF
JESUS’ MISSION
Our annual stewardship campaign will run through the
month of September (see stewardship article on page 3).
During this time we will ask you to consider sharing your
blessings of time, talent, and money to help our parish
continue to live into what our Presiding Bishop calls “the
Jesus movement.” This movement is a mission of
proclaiming the Good News and becoming living examples
of Jesus’ love, kindness, and compassion.

in the process of closing down the operation so that the
hall could once again be used for parish
functions. Remaining items are being given to
organizations such as United Way. Tom described the
outpouring of donations they received. He said the hall
was filled and emptied at least five times. At first it was
hard to keep up with the donations of goods. UPS trucks
would pull up in the driveway and off load daily.
Sometimes several trucks would arrive at the same time
creating quite a traffic jam. All manner of goods were
sorted and distributed by many volunteers.

Tom then went and pulled the rector, Joshua Saxe, from a
meeting to talk to us. Josh is the only full time Episcopal
This year it occurred to us that Stewardship is not just a
priest is all of Greenbrier County and St. James’ was the
once a year campaign. Rather it is about the way we
best place to organize relief donations. There is one part
conduct our lives year in and year out. God has called us
time clergy who serves St. Thomas and one other
since the beginning of time to be good stewards of
church. St. James’ was designated as the coordinator for
creation. “Let them have dominion over the fish of the sea,
relief funds received. Everyone has been stretched to the
over the birds of heaven, over the cattle, and over all the
limit. He remembered the HTO donation which gave him
earth…” One way we live into Jesus’ commission is
the opportunity to put it into the combined fund that had,
through our mission activity. We tithe, pledging 10% of our
to date, amounted to about 50K. These funds were used
operating income each year for mission work. You
for individuals who had
may wonder what good is done on your behalf
special needs such as
through our mission programs that your pledging
funds for temporary
helps fund. Well, Lynne and George Mitchell recently
housing, food and other
took a trip to the area of W. Virginia that was
necessities. He described
devastated by floods early this summer. Your
one case of collateral
mission team sent a donation of $2,000 to provide
damage. At the moment
relief assistance. The Mitchells’ testimony about the
the fund was underwriting
good work you are enabling in our world, in this case
housing for a working
in a nearby community, is printed in full. Please
mother with two children
think about the good your prayers, efforts, and time
who had lived in a rented
accomplish on behalf of our Lord and Savior. When
house—the problem was
you receive your pledge envelope, please give
St. James Episcopal Church, Lewistown, WV there was no formal
generously so that we can help restore that which
lease. The owner had
has been taken away and create strong
family
members
who
were
affected
by the flood and
communities that know the love of Christ.
wanted the house for his family. Although she was not
On Tuesday, August 9, along with two friends from
harmed by the flood she became homeless. She was
Louisville, KY, I visited St. James’ Church in Lewisburg,
being subsidized from the general fund for one, maybe
WV. We walked into a good-sized Parish Hall that held the
two, weeks while she finds housing.
remains of five weeks of distribution of needed goods to
Josh, 33, is on several community boards such as United
flood victims. We met two men who were continuing the
Way of Greenbrier County that serve the area’s
sorting process of donations, creating bags of necessities
population. He said that one of these groups is now in the
for distribution to other flooded towns in Clay County,
process of long term planning that includes a 5-year
WV. Tom, the older of the two, described the work that had
(Continued on page 3)
been accomplished in the previous five weeks. They were
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CHEERS
and
APPRECIATION


Thanks to Victor and Susan at
Highland Creamery for making our first service in
August such a fund a delicious event. It has been
suggested that we put them on the payroll!



Thank you to the Benedictines for doing such a
wonderful job refinishing our parish house floors.
They look brand new!



Thank you to Carol Abruzzese for getting the word out
to the larger community about Holy Trinity and its
events.

SENIOR WARDEN’S LETTER
“See you in September…’bye ‘bye, so long, farewell.”
Many of us recall the Happenings’ wistful lyrics, making
the span of time from June to September sound like an
eternity, fraught with “dangers of the summer moon
above.” Then, all of a sudden, it’s September once
again, the calendar fills with all the groups, activities and
events, which characterize the culture of Holy Trinity.
Inquiring Believers, Women’s Bible Study, Women on a
Journey, Inquirers Class for those who want to learn more
about the foundations of being an Episcopalian, Sunday
School for children, and opportunities for every
parishioner to participate in the life of our faith
community. Look for an opportunity to get involved…and
take it…don’t hold back; the reward is yours, while others
benefit from your experiences, knowledge, skills and
energy. Volunteer and serve. All hands on deck.

Thank you to the Planned Giving Committee for
Jesu, Jesu…fill us with your love, show us how to serve
designing a well thought out program and excellent
the neighbors we have from you…our friends…rich and
support materials
poor…black and white…near and far. These are the ones
With gratitude and appreciation ---we should serve; this is the way we should live with you.
- Fr. Kevin Our Mission Committee is actively seeking ways to
involve each and every one of us in opportunities to serve
our neighbors, wherever they may be. When asked to
participate, just say “yes.” Blessed as we are, let us be a
blessing to others. Let Holy Trinity’s light shine like a
School is again in session and the packs to send home
beacon from our little corner of the world.
with needy children on the weekends are more needed
than ever.
- Gordon Fronk
We who have so much cannot imagine having so little.
Senior Warden
We will be having another "food drive" on Sunday, Sep

CAREPACKS

tember 4th. please be generous with your donations. Again we will fill the back of a wagon which will be
parked near the Parish House.
Here is a list of suggestions. Please bring food that is in
individual containers or packages.

If you wish to help with the packing of the bags for distribution please contact Doris Hughes

NEW MEMBER RECEPTION
This year we have welcomed
many new faces at Holy
Trinity. Some of you are new to
our community, some of you
have returned to our community,
and some of you may be just
checking us out. Whatever
category defines your
relationship with Holy Trinity, we
are glad to have you amongst us.
On Sunday, September 18th we
are hosting “A Getting to Know
Holy Trinity” reception from
3 – 5 pm at the lovely home of
Wendy Grubbs, 5391 Morgan’s
Point. We would like to extend an invitation to you to join
us for refreshments, fellowship, and for an opportunity to
get to know us better. Please call us at the office 410226-5134 to RSVP.
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Mission & Outreach

STEWARDSHIP
Trying to find new ways to open a stewardship campaign
is always a challenge. We are blessed with a generous
congregation so one always wonders if it is necessary to
even mention stewardship. But like most things, we can
probably do better. So we have a campaign mostly as a
reminder. To enjoy the beauty of our church and our
mission is not without expenses. As I was searching on
the Internet for new ideas regarding stewardship, I
came across this gem. Thank you to the anonymous
writer of it.

The story is told of a wise pastor who went to get a
haircut. The barber, who also happened to be a
parishioner, took the opportunity to tell the pastor
all the reasons why the barber was not going to
complete his stewardship pledge card.
“I don’t think we should have to promise to give
money to God. We should give what our heart tells
us at the time. I like to be able to just put in the
collection whatever I have that week.”

(Continued from page 1)

recovery plan. He also mentioned that Mission Teams
are welcomed.
The next day, Wednesday, George and I went to White
Sulfur Springs to see for ourselves. Driving in from Rt.
64 at the White Sulfur Exit you could see the destruction
that had taken place. Heading toward the Greenbrier
Resort in places where the fences had been broken
down and beyond you could see bulldozers working to
repair the golf course. Further into town we saw St.
Thomas Church. It is a small, brown clapboard structure
with a large tent set up on the front lawn. Inside the tent
were many tables set up with donated clothing. People
could come by and take what they could use. While
there I saw two women, dressed in Greenbrier Hotel
uniforms, who were searching for clothing for their
families. Outside the tent was a sign saying “New
clothing donations only.” Also on the lawn were signs
for a realty firm that Josh said specializes in disaster
relocations. Its offices were inside the church.

Then George and I went driving in the town. While the
main street looked reasonably clean and orderly when
we went off the beaten path it was a different
story. Trees were uprooted and you could see how the
water came cascading through the town. We stopped to
“Father,” the barber protested, “I can’t pay my rent, take a picture of one particularly affected house with
personal items on the front porch. There was a lady in a
take care of my expenses and run my business
van filled with personal belongings a few feet from the
successfully if everyone would do that.”
front of the house. She told George that was her house
“Neither can God,” the pastor replied.
and that her husband was inside. George asked her if
Every Sunday and, likely, every day we are reminded of she had received help from FEMA. She replied that it
God’s gifts to us. In our Liturgy we respond, “And of
was very little especially when you had lost
thine own have we given thee.” This represents our
everything. Because the water came through with such
small “giving back” to God of those things given to us. In force the high water marks that one sometimes can see
turn, those gifts we give back are used to give even
after a flood were not there. Dried mud was clearly
more back to God in performance of our church and
visible on many front porches.
mission, God’s rent.
In sum, the sight was heartbreaking. So many people
As we think of stewardship these next few weeks,
lost so much and for a community that is, for openers,
please remember that God has to pay his rent in the
economically challenged, i.e. depressed, it will take
presence of our church and mission. Give and pledge
years to recover, if at all. However, our gift was
as generously as you can.
definitely needed and put to good use. Thanks to each
- Bill Dial of you for your generous donation.” - Lynne Mitchell
Stewardship Chairman
“Your gift was needed and put to good use.” This is just
one of the many activities and efforts enabled by your
generosity in supporting The Church of the Holy Trinity.
Please continue to be the wonderful people of God that
Welcome to our three new lectors, Pemmy and Jack you are. Please ask for assistance when you need it –
Noble and Charles Monet. Thank you for sharing we will be there for you. Please consider sharing some
of God’s good bounty that you have been lent - with your
your oratory skills with us.
community, your church, your Holy Trinity family. Bless
- Ellen Anderson
you.
- Father Kevin
The pastor listened carefully and after his haircut
he handed the barber $1 for the $10 haircut,
saying, “I like to give what my heart tells me – just
whatever I have in my pocket at the time.”

NEW LECTORS
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH
SUNDAY SCHOOL
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

Sunday School begins on September 18 and the service
that day will include a “Blessing of the Backpacks” during
the church service. This fall our theme is the Holy
Eucharist. Our children will be learning the history and
theology of Holy Communion, the meaning of different
parts of the sacramental celebration, and how to receive
the Blessed Sacrament. Barbara and Father Kevin have
created a booklet and the children will illustrate this
booklet. We will also use our Lego resources with this
project!

Another part of the curriculum will be focused on the UTO
- the United Thank Offering of the Episcopal Church.
Under the leadership of Mary Ann Hensinger, we will have
the blue boxes and will be talking about gratefulness.
Our Sunday School is geared for children in Kindergarten
and up. Registration forms can be obtained on the
church website or by calling the church office. If you have
any questions, please call the church office and leave a
message for Barbara.
See you in September!!!
Barbara Cross

Women’s Bible Study will resume on Monday, September
19 at 9:30 am in the Parish House. We will resume our
study of “Evangelism” with Lesson 5 of the 12-part series.
If you would like to join the group, please contact Mary
Ann Hensinger, 410-463-0405 so that a study guide can
be ordered for you.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN
LUNCHEON MEETING ON
September 12 at 11:00
Please RSVP as soon as possible
to Sara Wangsness (410 226.5017 or
Sally Fronk (410( 226.1044 .

MUSIC IN SEPTEMBER
September worship services will be filled with wonderful
musicians, choral singing, instrumental selections, and
good hymn singing! Our choir will return to weekly
rehearsals on Saturday mornings. Please consider joining
us on a regular or “come as you can” basis. First Sundays
of the month services works too!

Grounded in Scripture, Believe is a spiritual growth experience that helps Christians of all ages think, act and become more like Jesus by examining key questions, studying Scripture, and learning practical ways to apply the
concepts to everyday life. We meet on the first, third and
fourth Wednesday of each month at 4 pm in the River
room of the parish hall. This series will start on September 28.

INQUIRER GROUP
An Inquirer's class is a place to learn about the history
and beliefs of the Episcopal faith and explore how your
faith journey can be enriched through discussions with
other inquiring minds. These sessions will be held prior
to Bishop Marray’s visitation on December 4th in case
anyone is interested in reception into the Episcopal
Church or reaffirmation of vows. We will meet on the third
Sunday of each month starting on Sunday September 18
at 9:15 am and one additional time TBD. If you are interested in taking part please sign up at the Parish Hall or
call the Parish Office (410-226-5134).

Sunday Musicians
September 4
9:30 a.m. Pickup Choir
(8:45 a.m. Rehearsal)
September 11
8 a.m. Choir with Guest Soloists (Gail & Tamika)
10:30 a.m. Gail Aveson & Tamika Watson
September 18
8 a.m. Choir with Martha Britt (piano/organ duets)
10:30 a.m. Lisa Fatica and Michelle Webb , Duo Clarinet
Here's a Fun Music Opportunity
Join the Diocese of Easton Choir
Bishop Marray's Investiture
Anyone who enjoys singing is welcome!
Group Rehearsals at Christ Church St. Michaels
September 24th 10:30 a.m
October 8th 3 p.m.
Additionally our Choir will rehearse music for this service
on Saturday, September 10th and 17th as well as October 1st from 10:15a.m. - 10:45 a.m.
All are welcome!
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH & FELLOWSHIP
WOMEN ON A JOURNEY
THE ONES
The Women on a Journey book group is back from
summer recess. We will start this year by
discussing the novel —
A Man Called Ove
Fredrik Backman’s novel about
the angry old man next door –
Ove -- is a thoughtful exploration
of the profound impact one life
has on countless others. “If
there was an award for ‘Most
Charming Book of the Year,’ this
first novel by a Swedish bloggerturned-overnight-sensation
would win hands down”
(Booklist, starred review).
Meetings are on the first and
third Wednesday of the month.

AHOY! Join us for a wonderful cruise on the Miles River
Wednesday, August 31st, on the buy boat Winnie Estelle;
moored at the Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum.
We will gather under the lighthouse at the museum and
start boarding at 4:45 PM. Parking is free in the museum
parking lot.
Bring $5, your favorite appetizer and a beverage to
share. Bad weather? Bring your food & beverage to
Christ Church's parish
hall on Willow Street in
St. Michaels.

Reservations required as
there is limited seating.
Contact Lori Ramsey at
Christ Church St.
Michaels to RSVP via
reply email or call 410745-9076. Transportation is available if needed.

September 7th and 21st -- 9:00 am – 10:30 am

Photos from our Free & Eazy in Oxford event in July can
be seen on our Facebook page by clicking here: https://
www.facebook.com/TheOnesTalbotCounty/

For more information contact Beverly Rohman at
410-829-9561 or
beverlyrohman@goeaston.net

HOLY TRINITY MILESTONES

MEN’S INQUIRING BELIEVERS

John DeLean
Hamish Osborne

Passed On

The Inquiring Believers, a.k.a. the Men's Bible Study, will
be resuming its studies on Monday. Sept. 26th, at 6:00
PM in the River Room of the Parish House. We meet
once a week at this time for an hour of fellowship and
study. All who wish to learn more about faith and religion
are encouraged to attend. Initially, we plan to study favorite Psalms selected by those in the group, beginning
with the 23rd Psalm. We will also be discussing what
other potential topics we want to tackle later this fall. If
you would like further information about this group,
It may surprise you to learn that we have quite an extenplease call Ray Munsch at 215-356-2482.
sive library housed in our parish house. There are Bible
study resources, books on religion, spirituality and
church history and even some novels. This resource has
great potential to offer spiritual growth and development
on an individual and group discussion basis. To fully
develop this resource, we need a librarian to help reorganize it and deploy numerous new resources that
have not yet been added to it. If you are interested in
helping, please contact Fr. Kevin.

New email
office@holytrinityoxfordmd.org
LIBRARIAN
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Mission & Fellowship
Our prayer shawl ministry is an extension of our pastoral care to
members of our community who are ill and/or home bound.
Members of this ministry knit our Prayer Shawls and while doing
so he or she is in prayer for the person who is to receive it. "As I
make this prayer shawl I prayed for the one who will receive it. I
prayed for that one to receive from God the help needed. I prayed
that they would be reminded that they are not alone. I prayed that
they would find in this shawl a place of comfort and strength.” At our monthly healing services, the shawls are
blessed and then gifted to those in need by our pastoral ministry team and Fr. Kevin.
We are in need of volunteers to knit shawls for distribution. If you are interested in joining this vital ministry, please
call Carole Patterson at 410-226-5041.

FELLOWSHIP
The Fellowship Committee would like to thank Berry
Passano, Carol Patterson, Wendy Grubbs, Susan Wheeler,
Jane Hill, Anne-Lise Fink, Pat Martin, Connie Greenhawk,
and Sandy Kaufman for hosting coffee hours in July. We
are in need of hosts for September and October so please
consider hosting. The sign up sheet is in the Parish Hall.

OCTOBER CONCERT

Please contact Kathy Becker (410-476-3502) for
information about how you can help.

FALL SOCIAL – SAVE THE DATE
We will be hosting a fall parish social on Sunday October
9 at 4 pm. It will be a time of fun, good food, and it
features the appearance of a very special Guest!

CANASTA

TEDDE GIBSON
October 28, 2016
7:00 pm

The Canasta Group is in their second year of having fun,
celebrating birthdays, supporting each other, playing
cards and side splitting laughter. New members join
frequently and the group helps them along with the game
until they are comfortable. Most members played a long
time ago and find that it comes back easily.

This concert is a unique opportunity to see one of the
most innovative, improvisational organists and
recording artists, Tedde Gibson playing an eclectic
concert of jazz, gospel , silent movie and traditional
Church music on our fantastic Vissler Roland Tracker
pipe organ.

If you are looking for fun and good friends, join us at 1
p.m. on Thursdays. Doesn't matter that we have been
playing for 2 years, we all were beginners at one time and
we will welcome you.
- Cynthia Pyron

This is a free concert, however, a collection will be taken
for local charities of The Church of the Holy Trinity, plus
a prize for most promising musician 2016 at Easton
High School. Seating is limited so be there early!

HELP NEEDED--for Christmas Bazaar, people who sew and have sewing machines that can do freemotion or embroidery stitching. ALSO, anyone with a curly willow tree? We'll need some shortish
branches for a Bazaar project. Call or email Susan Williams, swanfall@goeaston.net, or 443-3850344.
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PO Box 387
Oxford, MD 21654-0387
410.226.5134

The Church of the Holy Trinity

Lifeline

MISSION
The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish in Oxford,
Maryland: a caring Christian community dedicated to growing
in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship.

Who We Are
We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of committed
people willingly sharing their talents to help those in need.
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging of others
also on the journey, and non-judgmental of where one might
be on that journey.

The American Spiritual Ensemble
Friday, September 16th at 7:00 pm
The Church of the Holy Trinity
502 S. Morris St., Oxford, Maryland
Join us for a spectacular performance by The American
Spiritual Ensemble, an amazing group of opera singers
dedicated to keeping the American Negro Spiritual
alive. Founded in 1955 by Dr. Everett McCorvey, The
American Spiritual Ensemble is dedicated to helping to
preserve spirituals, Christian songs created by African
slaves describing their values and hardships. Dr.
McCorvey is the Director of the AES, Director and
Executive Producer of the University of Kentucky Opera
Theatre, and the Artistic Director of the National Chorale
at Lincoln Center, New York City.

