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THE HARVEST 

The harvest is upon us.  The cycle of nature continues to turn.  
As summer days fade away and the coolness and rich colors 
of Fall stealthily move in, we are reminded once again of the 
constancy of the natural cycle.  Throughout our region farm-
ers have harvested the bounty of summer and prepared their 
fields for the winter. Watermen cease crabbing and change 
over their gear for the oyster season; sailors begin to think of 
hoisting their boats and our beloved geese return for a brief 
visit as they wing their way south.  It is harvest time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At this time of year in Canada we also began to prepare for 
Thanksgiving (Canadian Thanksgiving is celebrated on the sec-
ond weekend of October).   The timing of this holiday is a 
time honored tradition rooted in the century’s old ob-
servance of Harvest celebrations.  My former church, St. 
George’s Anglican Church in New Brunswick, has a tradition 
of decorating the sanctuary with signs of the rich harvest sea-
son:  there are apples, pumpkins, squash, the riotous colors 
of leaves and mums everywhere.  The church takes on the 
appearance of an indoors farmers market - quite a sight!  Up-
on entering the church one could not help but be over-
whelmed by the sights and smells of the earth’s abundance.   
In harmony, thoughts and prayers naturally turned to grati-
tude for God’s goodness.  I am reminded of a poem by Mary 
Oliver that captures the beauty of the harvest in all its glory: 

 
Fall Song 

Another year gone, leaving everywhere 
its rich spiced residues: vines, leaves, 

the uneaten fruits crumbling damply 
in the shadows, unmattering back 

from the particular island 
of this summer, this NOW, that now is nowhere 

except underfoot, moldering 
in that black subterranean castle 

of unobservable mysteries - roots and sealed seeds 
and the wanderings of water. This 

I try to remember when time's measure 
painfully chafes, for instance when autumn 

flares out at the last, boisterous and like us longing 
to stay - how everything lives, shifting 

from one bright vision to another, forever 
in these momentary pastures.  

 
Let each of us take a moment to reflect on the past year and 
consider what we have to be grateful for in our lives.  There 
are always blessings of God that touch our lives, even in diffi-
cult times.   In the texts of Matthew 9:37, Luke 10:2 and John 
4:23. We hear  Jesus say “Therefore said he unto them, The 
harvest truly is great,…”   We harvest an abundance of bless-
ings throughout our lives.  In gratitude let us find ways to 
praise God in our prayer and action.  Let us become the good 
stewards of Jesus’ harvest.  Let us share our abundance.  God 
is good indeed . 

Blessings,  

 
 

Lifeline 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eastern Shore Crab Feast 
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CHEERS  
and  

APPRECIATION 
 

 Lisa Strang for her continued efforts with veterans and 
Camp Royal Oak.  And, Marianne Hensinger for helping 
with deliveries 

 Adrian Scales for sharing his Mexican youth group adven-
ture with the congregation 

 Anne Bellinger for finding and planting the new planters 
outside the church 

 Barbara Cross, Sally Fronk, Sarah Ramsay and Sara 
Wangsness for organizing the ECW Luncheon ….and to 
All Women of the parish who attended 

 Sally Fronk & Sara Wangsness who are chairing the 
Christmas Bazaar again this year 

 Geoff Holmes for his handy work around the church 
 Justine Cooney for bringing music to the services at Wil-

liam Hill 
 Steve Fuguet, Rosemarie Bryant and Adrian Scales for 

serving as Acolyte for our services --- faithfully and rever-
ently 

 Simon Arnstein & Bill Dial for heading up the steward-
ship initiative this fall 

 Gordon Fronk and his Fellowship team for another won-
derful Parish Social and Crab Feast 

 Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers who faithfully contrib-
ute to the Sunday services 

 
Thank you all for serving the church and our community!!  

With gratitude and appreciation ---- 

 

VESTRY NOMINEES FOR THE  
CLASS OF 2017 
ANNOUNCED 

 
Here are the qualities and service they will bring to the 

Vestry of Holy Trinity ~ ~  
 
Pat Martin 
“A lifelong Episcopalian, I have been a member of Holy 
Trinity since birth, with the exception of about 20 years 
living away from Oxford.   I am interested in helping the 
sick, the shut-ins and the needy, and thoroughly enjoy my 
participation and contribution to the Wednesday lunch 
bunch.   I serve on the Altar Guild and consider that 
‘housekeeping for the Lord.’  I am especially interested in 
doing whatever I can to help the Sunday School grow.”   
 
Richard Wagner 
"I am a physicist by training and have been a committed 
Episcopalian for fifty years.  My wife, Ginny, and I have 
been full-time residents of Oxford for two years, and love it 
here.  I have had the privilege of being a Lay Reader and 
Lay Eucharistic Minister for many years, and have served 
three times on Vestries in parishes in California and Virgin-
ia.  The Church of the Holy Trinity is a warm, active, spiritu-
al Christian community that I would be honored to serve as 
a member of the Vestry." 
 
Sara Wangsness 
“For the past four-years I have been an active member of 
The Holy Trinity Church, belonging to Alter Guild, the ECW 
(as a co-chairman of the Christmas Bazaar for three-years), 
the Women’s Bible Study, and the Women on a Journey 
discussion group. Being a member of the Vestry is an op-
portunity for me to give back to the Church.  I believe I 
would be able to help the Church reach out to others by 
listening and understanding their needs, and giving my 
support to developing greater participation and fellowship 
at Holy Trinity.  I look forward to continuing my own 
“journey” at the Church.” 
 
If you would also like to have your name up for considera-

tion, please contact one of the members of the  
nominating committee: 

Bob Kelly ~ Midge Menzies ~ Tot O’Mara ~ Beverly Rohman  
 

Confirmation will take place at the Annual Meeting on  
Sunday, November 2, 2014 

CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Denise Nathanson, cello 
Noel Lester, piano 

 
Sunday, October 12, 2014—3:00 pm 
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VOICE & AFRICAN 
AMERICAN SONG 

WORKSHOP 
Led by Dr. John Wesley 

Wright 
 

The Voice & African American Song Workshop 
is a participatory workshop designed to improve 
vocal awareness, self-esteem and technique, and 
to encourage continued development of  com-
munity through the vehicle of  music from the 

African American song tradition. 

 
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church 

502 South Morris Street 
Oxford, MD 21654-0387 

 
Friday, October 3, 2014…..7PM THANK YOU MOH 

Thanks to  Bill Myers of MOH, for his handy work and 
to Dick Nolker who helped with the installation, we 

have a newly organized 
‘mail closet’ at the to of 
the stairs to the offices.  
 

Now there is a central location 
to drop off communications for 
staff, vestry and ministry groups of the church. 

BEFORE 

AFTER 

GRATITUDE       MISSION      
GROWTH 

 
Come hear about the State of the Parish – 

 
Goals   ~ Vestry Elections  ~ Challenges  ~  

Cheers 
 

Annual Meeting  
and  

Vestry sponsored Brunch 
 

November 2, 2014 --- after the 9:30 service 

STEWARDSHIP 

 
Stewardship time is upon us.  In the coming weeks you 
will be asked to reflect on the goodness you have re-
ceived as a member of this blessed community.  You will 
be asked to prayerfully consider  how you might give back 
to this community through prayer, action and pledging to 
support the ongoing mission of the church.  Parishioners 
Bill Dial and Simone Arnstein have graciously agreed to 
head up this year's stewardship campaign.  Please open 
your minds and hearts to hear what God is calling you to 
do to give thanks.  In the words of theologian Henri 
Nouwen,  

"from beginning to end, fundraising is grounded in prayer 
and undertaken in gratitude...Prayer is the radical starting 

point of fundraising. To pray is to desire to know more 
fully the truth that sets us free."   

May we undertake this period of stewardship guided by 
the Holy Spirit n prayer and gratitude. 
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Christian Formation and Activities 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 

The Women’s Bible Study has resumed on Mondays at 
9:30 am in the Parish Hall. 
 
 

We arecontinuing the study “The Twelve Disciples” with 
Lesson Six: John. Study guides are available from Mary 
Ann Hensinger (410.463.0405) for anyone wishing to join 
this study. 

- Mary Ann Hensinger 
 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Sunday School has begun and we are having a wonder-
ful, busy, faith-filled time!  The children have made a 
Sunday School tartan (many thanks to Cynthia Orem for 
sewing it for us) which they will present on October 5.  
Although we don’t usually have Sunday School on the 
first Sunday of the month, we are hoping to have all the 
children present to help with the service and to march 
down the aisle with their tartan.  Bishop Henry Nutt 
Parsley will be visiting The Church of the Holy Trinity that 
day in addition to it being the Kirkin’ of the Tartan.  That 
is when we celebrate the Episcopal Church’s beginning 
through the Scottish Bishops consecrating an American 
Bishop.   

 

We are thrilled to have our teachers Cathy Schmidt, Bar-
bara Cross, Pucky Lippincott and art teacher Ritze Miller 
return this year.   Often times we are asked how old chil-
dren need to be to attend Sunday School.  Children need 
to be independent in the bathroom and to be able to be 
part of a group and participate in story time and art pro-
jects. 

 

In October Sunday School will be held on October 5 for 
the combined 9:30 service, and October 19 and 26 at 
10:30.  There is no Sunday School October 12.  This fall 
we will be learning more about our friend Jesus.    Usual-
ly we meet during the 10:30 service, starting out in the 
Parish Hall for a story and art activity, and then joining 
the congregation during the Passing of the Peace and 
participating in the service.   

 

We need all children to register for Sunday School so 
that we can plan appropriately.    Forms are available on 
the table in the Parish Hall and can be emailed by calling 
the office at 410-226-5134.  If you have any questions, 
please call the office and leave a message for Barbara. 

- Barbara Cross 

 

 
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

 
Men's Bible Study meets on Mon-
days from 6 - 7 pm in the River 
Room of the Parish Hall.  All men are 
invited to join this lively group dis-
cussion exploring issues of faith 
from historical, theological and per-
sonal perspectives.   

This fall the group will be discussing 
the book Jesus: A Pilgrimage by 
James Martin S.J.  "This is a sensitive, 
hearfelt inquiry into the person of Jesus. James Martin 
encounters Jesus again and again on a pilgrimage 
through Israel. In his book the great texts of the Gospels 
come to life and are transformed for the reader into an 
encounter with Jesus as he really was.”  

—Rev. Gerhard Lohfink, author of Jesus of Nazareth 

THE CHOIR 

HAS NEW 

ROBES & 

CROSSES 
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THE SPIRITUAL JOURNEY  
FROM ADDICTION TO RECOVERY  

CONFERENCE 
 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18 
9:00 am—3:00 pm 

THE CHURCH OF THE 
HOLY TRINITY 

 
This conference, sponsored by 

the Episcopal Diocese of Easton, will present church 
leaders and laity with knowledge from medical, substance 
abuse recovery and theological perspectives. The goal of 
the conference is to provide information and create the 
opportunity to build communities of 
support among church leaders and families in addressing 
this issue. Substance abuse is a stigmatized illness in our 
society.  The Church must bring its message of acceptance 
and reconciliation to the individuals and families 
impacted by this disease.  Particular attention needs to be 
paid to the toll this disease is taking on our youth. God is 
there with those struggling with this disease - in their 
suffering and in their victories of 
recovery.  Compassionate leadership and witness to our 
faith calls for us to show leadership in offering support, 
acceptance and healing to those struggling with this 
disease. To do so proactively, without fear or judgment, is 
a powerful statement about the Christian 
faith  commitment to reconciliation and spreading God’s 
message of healing and love.  

National leaders in this field, including The Rev. Dr. John 
MacDougall, Spiritual Care Coordinator at the Retreat 
and former Director of Spiritual Guidance at Hazelden, 
and Kris Kampf, CDFT, Clinical Supervisor at Grey Wolf 
Ranch and The Rev. Kevin Cross, past president and 
board member of Recovery Ministries of the Episcopal 
Church will be our guest speakers. 
 

Registration fee: $20 which includes lunch. Register by 
emailing—htox@verizon.net or calling 410.226.5134 
 

MaryAnn Hazen dedicating the new choir robes in honor of  her 

son, Thomas Coe Hazen 

Adrian Scales sharing about the recent 

YWAM Mission to Mexico with other 

diocesan youth 

A good time enjoyed by all at our Crab Feast 
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SAVE THE DATES!!   
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR ACTIVITIES 

  
The annual Christmas Bazaar is Saturday December 6th 
from 9:00 am to noon in the Parish Hall. This event is lots 
of fun and the ECW (Episcopal Church Women) hopes that 
everyone will participate. The theme this year is Let There 
Be Light.   The Bazaar will feature tables with wreaths and 
greens, small decorated trees, parishioner’s handcrafted 
and artistic works,  a Holy Trinity table and others. Food 
tables will include frozen soups, one-dish meals, appetiz-
ers, cookies and other baked goods, jams and pickles, the 
men’s table and more.  The raffle this year will be abun-
dant with themed gift baskets.  Complimentary coffee, ci-
der and sweets will be available to welcome visitors. 
  
A craft day is planned for Friday, October 3rd from 9:30 to 
noon in the Parish Hall.  Projects include making 
scarfs,  church mice, Christmas decorations, and miniature 
trees.  Supplies will be provided.  Come and spend time 
with old and new friends while making things for the Ba-
zaar.   
  
If you have questions, contact Sara Wangsness (410-226-
5017) or Sally Fronk  (410-226-1044). 

CAMP ROYAL OAK MISSION 
 
 

On September 
16, Lisa Strang 
and Mary Ann 
Hensinger visited 
Camp Royal Oak 
in Quantico, 
Maryland which 
serves transition-
al veterans who 
need  a tempo-
rary place to live 

while securing a job and permanent housing. We deliv-
ered dog food, laundry and other household supplies, 
toiletries, treats, fleece jackets and blankets. In addi-
tion, Lisa presented a new American flag to the group 
and Delegate Addie Eckardt joined us to present a Mar-
yland flag. 
 
Camp Royal Oak is operated by Veteran Support Cen-
ters of America (VSCOA) under contract to the VA. All of 
the staff are veterans who have been through the 
VSCOA program. Plans are underway to open a center 
in Centreville for women vets, especially those with 
children. 

- Mary Ann Hensinger 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN 
 
Approximately 40 people 
attended the September 
15th meeting and catered 
lunch hosted by ECW.  The 
meeting was chaired by 
Midge Menzies, president, 
and Beverly Rohman gave 
the treasurer’s report.    
 
The main agenda item was 
the Christmas Bazaar.  Sara Wangsness and Sally Fronk, 
who are co-chairing the Bazaar,  led the enthusiastic 
discussion on craft projects, food, the basket raffle and 
other ideas for the Bazaar.  Sign-up sheets were circulat-
ed and soon will be posted in the Parish Hall.   
 
Friday October 3rd  (9:30 to noon, Parish Hall) will be an 
opportunity to jointly work on craft projects -- all are 
welcome, no experience necessary!  Supplies will be 
furnished.  There will be a variety of interesting activi-
ties and an opportunity to exchange ideas and enjoy 
each other’s company.  

 
 

PUBLICATION DEADLINES 
 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Wednesday @ Noon 

 

THE WEEKLY (electronic newsletter) 
Thursday @ 9:00 am 

 

LIFELINE ARTICLES 
15th of every month 
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PO Box 387 
Oxford, MD 21654-0387 
410.226.5134 

MISSION 

The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish in Oxford, 
Maryland: a caring Christian community dedicated to growing 
in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship. 

Who We Are 

We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of committed 
people willingly sharing their talents to help those in need. 
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging of others 
also on the journey, and non-judgmental of where one might 
be on that journey. 

The Church of the Holy Trinity 
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Sunday, October 5th 

9:30 am Combined Eucha-

rist 

Kirkin’ of the Tartans 

And  

 

Bishop  

Henry Nutt Parsley 

 

2:00 pm  

Blessings of the Animals 

Lifeline 


