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 GOD BLESS YOU, EVERYONE 

And there, 
all snuggled up 

in our souls, 
we will be embraced 

by God, 
and invited 

to breathe deeply, 
and to become conscious 

of the One who waits 
to wrap us round 
in eternal delight, 

and boundless love. 
Edwina Gateley 

Dear Holy Trinity Family, 
 
Greetings.  At this turning of the year, I have found myself thinking 
about gratitude. I am grateful to you for the many times you have 
shown me how to "walk the way" of Jesus Christ this year.   
  

Thank you for becoming missioners who extend the love of Christ 
through companionship, warm meals, service ( in forms too many 
to name), song, prayer and your support of Holy Trinity.  You have 
made a positive and lasting impact on your fellow parishioners 
both young and old ( well, let’s say “mature”).   You have also been 
a force for good in the larger world at need at our doorstep and 
around the globe.  All of this you have generously carried out in the 
name of Christ so that others may know God's all-encompassing 
love and compassion.   
 

You are missioners of hope and faith.  You have followed the faith-
fulness and courage of Mary to become God-bearers as you walk 
through the wilderness of the world.  Thank you for daring to live 
into who God created you to be and for all you do so that others 
may know the love of God.  You have been a blessing to me. I am 
honored to be your priest.  
 

I know for many of you this is a tender time of year as you experi-
ence grief or sadness for those who have gone on before.  Take 
heart and know that Christ will come to you. 
 

Especially at this time of year we can all be grateful for Christ's 
coming into this world to dwell amongst us.  Through Christ we are 
empowered to go forth and show the world that there is always a 
way of joy and comfort to be found through God.   In joy we can 
step forward into the season of Epiphany manifesting through acts 
of compassion the divine goodness of God.  Finally, to paraphrase 
Dickens' Tiny Tim, "God bless you, every one!" 
 
 

Epiphany Open House 
Please join us on Sunday, January 5 immediately after the 9:30 ser-
vice for an Open House at the Rectory. Enjoy food and fellowship 
with parishioners while trying to find Barbara's newest crèche. 
 
 

CHEERS & APPRECIATION 

 HUGE thanks to Sally Fronk and Sara 
Wangsness for co-chairing an outstanding Bazaar. 
Also, thanks to Sarah Ramsey for a superb job 
getting the word out. 

 All the Bazaar Committees & helpers … SO MANY … whose 
time and efforts were invaluable to the success. 

 Crèche Crew  - Michelle MacTavish, Ritze Miller, & Mel 
Mraz— for caring and growing our crèche family 

 Generous Donors make Christmas a lot brighter for the Angel 
Tree Recipients and Simms families. 

 Cheryl Hughes & Delmarva Dustbusters crew for keeping the 
building so sparkling clean. 

 Ellen Anderson, Jim Peterson and Susette Windsor, our out-
going Vestry members, for 3 years of dedicated service to Holy 
Trinity. 

 The Vestry for ably leading us in our mission to spread the 
Good News. 

 Jim Peterson for his outstanding efforts in Strategic Develop-
ment, including his most recent effort to expand the Colum-
barium. 

 Louise Thorndike for her insightful look at Mary through art 
history. 

 Alan Thorndike for offering his woodworking talents to assist 
in the office updates. 

 Our Sunday School Stars for their creativity and heart-felt per-
formance and Barbara Cross, Cathy Schmidt, Natalie Schmidt, 
Pucky Lippincott, Ritzi Miller, and Mary Ann Hensinger for 
their help with the greatest Christmas Pageant ever. 

 Thank you ALTAR GUILD for all your time and care to make this 
time shine. 

 Cora Bruner and Choir for their wonderful Christmas music 
and melodic contributions all year long. 

 Eugénie Drayton for helping us better organize the administra-
tive functions and keeping the parish office running. 

 ALL who attend and support Holy Trinity —- It’s been a WON-
DERFUL YEAR!! 

With gratitude and appreciation —- 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 

We had a wonderful Christmas pageant.  This year we told the 
story of Christmas from the point of view of the animals.  The 
children were so thoughtful and creative in deciding which ani-
mals they would be, what they would say, and creating their 
animal. Below are the lines that the children wrote for their ani-
mals: 
Sophie—I am Sophie, the Shepherds’ Border Collie.  I herd the 
sheep.  My master heard the angels singing on high.  The angels 
said, “Come to Bethlehem to see the newborn King, our Savior, 
Jesus Christ!”  So, we all came here; the shepherds, the sheep, 
and me. 
Isabel—I am Isabel, the Big Horse.  I was living in the stable 
when Joseph and Mary arrived.  I was able to see Baby Jesus 
born.  I was very excited and I knew this was a special day! 
Garrett  - I am Garret the Dove.  I helped guide the donkey to 
the stable.   
Casey—I am Casey the Dove.  I sang Jesus a song to make him 
go to sleep.  I got to follow Mary and Joseph on their journey 
and sing them comforting songs. 
Charlie—I am Charlie the Pig.  I celebrated Jesus’ birthday.  I 
wanted to say oinkety, oink, oink.  I love Baby Jesus.   
Kelsey—I am Kelsey the Sheep.  I kept Baby Jesus warm with my 
wool. 
Grace—I am Grace the Donkey.  I gave Mary a ride when she 
was tired.   
Jack—I am Jack the Mongoose.  I protected Jesus and his par-
ents from the snakes.  I like being able to protect someone 
smaller than me.  I liked being part of the celebration. 
Colin—I am Colin the Honey Bee.  I gave honey as a gift 
to Jesus. 
Will—I am Will the Camel.  I brought the wise men to 
see the newborn king.  We traveled very far.  We fol-
lowed the bright star. 
Josh—I am Josh the Cow.  I gave Jesus my hay to lay 
on.  Hi Jesus.  You are cute.   
 
Now that we have celebrated Jesus’ birth, we will 
spend this next session of Sunday School learning more 
about Jesus.  Sunday School resumes on January 12.  It 
is held at 10:30 in the Parish Hall.   

MISSION & OUTREACH 
Salvation Army Angels 

A huge thank you to everyone who took an "angel" and contrib-
uted so generously to these children! We had at least 7 bikes, 
and many, many bags and boxes which were delivered to Cam-
bridge for the distribution. Thanks to Tot O'Mara and her truck! 
Just imagine Christmas morning for these kids.  

May your Christmas be as Blessed as theirs will be.  

The Food Pantry 
Please remember the needy with your contributions. Our food 
pantry needs to be filled - remember the call - 

"when did you see me hungry and feed me".  

MUSIC NEWS 
Did you notice the sporty choir stoles in December?  Our choir 
was wearing their new tartan stoles and crosses, which added 
to the festive spirit of the holidays.  We look forward to wear-
ing them again for special services, the Kirkin' and on days 
when we just need to be "feelin' fine!"  Thank you to Phil Rus-
sell for helping make the stoles possible.  

********* 
Special music will be coming to Holy Trinity Services. 

 

 January 5th   9:30 am Service         
 Wendy & Dan will share a duet and a solo along with  a special 

choir anthem  
January 19th  10:30 am Service    

Carey Miller, cellist, will be sharing beautiful cello music. 

HEARTFELT THANKS FOR YOUR HELP WITH 
THE CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

Thank you for all your help with the Christmas Bazaar.  The Bazaar truly is a cooperative effort with so many people contributing 
time and materials -- and then coming to shop!  Special thanks to our committee chairs: 

Café:  Mary Klair; Wreaths & Greens:  Doris Hughes, Ann Bellinger & Jerianne Pugh; Publicity: Sarah Ramsey; Frozen Soups and 
Appetizers:  Nancy Richards & Cynthia Orem; Baked Goods & More: Marlies Mraz & Carol Patterson; Miniature Trees: Midge Men-
zies;  Posters:  Kathy Gilson; Finance and Money Table: Beverly Rohman; Raffle:  Berry Passano & Sally Fronk; Christmas Wonder-
land:   Deborah Scales; Men’s Table:  Gordon Fronk and Dave Wangsness. Thanks also to Pennie Naylor for coordinating the very 
successful production and sale of mittens and scarfs, to Nadine Russell for her jams, pickles, and other delicious food, and to Sandy 
Kaufman for organizing the baskets for the raffle. And we are very grateful to Eugénie for sending out our numerous announce-
ments with a creative flair.                              Thank you so much.  

Sally Fronk and Sara Wangsness,  Bazaar Co-Chairs 

WANTED: Cora is looking for a home practice organ.  Must be in good working condition with an AGO pedal board.  Internal 

speakers preferred.  If you know of one for sale, please email Cora_Bruner@verizon.net or call 410-726-2088.  Thank you! 
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The Church of the Holy Trinity 
PO Box 387 
Oxford, MD 21654-0387 
410.226.5134 

MISSION 

The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish in Oxford, 
Maryland: a caring Christian community dedicated to growing 
in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship. 

Who We Are 

We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of committed 
people willingly sharing their talents to help those in need. 
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging of oth-
ers also on the journey, and non-judgmental of where one 
might be on that journey. 

Epiphany Open House 
January 5, 2014—10:30 am  

Holy Trinity Rectory  


