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DANCE OF HOPE 

 

“Hope is hearing the melody of the future;  
faith is dancing to it today.” 

- Rueben A. Alvez  Brazilian theologian 
 
Advent is the season of hope.  Our worship during this time 
period is filled with readings from Scripture and hymns that 
take us on a journey.  
An annual pilgrimage 
from darkness      
toward light.  Advent 
by its very definition 
is about “coming” or 
“arrival.” It is an   
active period.  We 
begin this season 
with a focus on the 
world’s need for  
renewal and we 
move into          
recognition of our 
need to repent.  This 
repentance is the 
same that John the 
Baptist proclaimed 
2,000 years ago.  It continues to resonate as a necessary   
challenge to us today.  In the words of John and, long before 
him, of the prophet Isaiah, “Prepare ye the way of the Lord.” 
This exhortation reminds us time and again of the need in 
every life for transformation.  This is a call of the ages for all 
to make course corrections and steer by the compass of faith.  
It is a call to re-orient ourselves toward God. 
 
The word hope is used many times throughout our lives.  In 
fact, it is sometimes used so frequently and easily that the 
lines are blurred between it and the states of “wishing” or 
“dreaming.”  There is nothing wrong with wishing and   
dreaming but they are not same as hoping.  Treating them 
the same minimizes the unique Christian perspective of hope.  
It relegates hope to a state that has little direct impact on the 

world today – in the here and now.  Yet, the very reason we 
Christians talk about hope is based on our faith.  A faith, 
which by its very nature, is a faith of action.  Hope is not an 
inactive state of pensive waiting.  It is not just a dream or 
wish – hope is a state of prayerful action.   
 
Two thousand years ago, the world of Mary and Joseph was 
not so different than today.  It was a time filled with tension 
and uncertainty.  Many lives focused inward when thoughts 

of taking action to change the world was 
only a dream.  Yet at this time, Mary and 
Joseph ventured forth in faith on an  
uncertain journey.  It was a journey   
propelled by hope and faith.  It was a 
journey undertaken with a renewed 
awareness of God’s presence in their 
lives.  It was a journey energized by the 
promise of an unborn child.  We too 
take that journey with Mary and Joseph 
each year. Our faith is renewed by this 
promise but for us it is different.  We 
have seen the promise fulfilled.  We can 
cast aside the uncertainty of our times 
and take action in the world to bring 
glimpses of God’s heaven here to earth.  
We can look forward to the joy of  
Christmas with hopeful action and, in 

the words of N. T. Wright, at this time “Be soaked in         
Scripture, pray your socks off, and love one another." May 
you find your life transformed by the love, peace, joy of 
Christmas.  May you dance to the melody of hope. 
 
 
 
 
 

Father Kevin 

Lifeline 
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CHEERS  
and  

APPRECIATION 
 
 

 
 ALL the Office Angels and Others who helped to get the 

Pledge mailings and Lifelines in the mail.  A huge effort! 
 Vestry for providing the delicious brunch for the Annual 

Meeting 
 Eugénie Drayton – for getting all the many bulletins,   

Lifelines, mailings and special service materials created 
and printed 

 Sally Fronk & Sara Wangsness and the committee chairs 
who are working diligently to get ready for the annual 
ECW Christmas Bazaar 

 Gordon Fronk and crew who set up the Crèche for the 
Christmas season 

 Geoff Holmes, Ray Munsch and Bob Kelly for tending to 
so many carpentry and “house” projects around the 
church 

 
Thank you all for serving the church and our community!!  

With gratitude and appreciation ---- 

 
Senior Warden 

BLESSED TO SERVE AS 
SENIOR WARDEN! 

 
I want to THANK YOU for the wonderful opportunity I have 
had to serve Holy Trinity for these last 6 years --- on the 
Vestry, as Junior Warden, and, for the last 2 years as Senior 
Warden.    As I described in the Annual Report for 2014  ---- 
we are a different church today than when I joined the 
Vestry in 2008.     It has taken  --- 

TIME --- TRANSITION --- TRANSFORMATION 
 to get to this wonderful place …. 
 
And, it is through the gifts and talents of the many Vestry 
members that have served the church --- the professional 
and pastoral qualities that Fr. Kevin has brought to our 
community ---- the whole different way that we do       
business  ---  it is extraordinary!!! 
 
I want to thank Fr. Kevin and all the Vestry members with 
whom I have searched and shared this extraordinary      
experience.  And, a huge thank you to the whole            
congregation for your support and warmth and positive 
presence at Holy Trinity.  We are a church filled with 

ENERGY …..  ENTHUSIASM ….and EXCITEMENT 
for doing God’s work --- reaching out to others …..from the 
Service Center in Easton to Wounded Warriors and Office 
Angels ---  building with Habitat and helping those in    
need ---caring for our own and tending to our sacred 
space, security and facilities ---- expanding the                 
Columbarium  (with construction starting before the end of 
the year) --- more members in the Choir --- the Sunday 
School is growing --- more lunches are served by the 
Wednesday Lunch Bunch --- the Christian education    
offerings are well attended --- social events are  fun and 
filled to capacity ….and on and on and on!   
 
Holy Trinity is spreading joy throughout the community 
and Diocese as we welcome and encourage families, 
friends, strangers and everyone to feel the warmth and 
presence of God’s love in all that we say and do and are.  
 
We are growing ----  we are really good …..and, we are 
not done yet! 
 

With warm hugs and gratitude ---- 
 

 

 

Mary and Clint  

Clubb on their 

69th 

Wedding  

Anniversary! 
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IMPROVING TRAFFIC SAFETY 
 

As our parish has grown over the past five years, so 
also has pedestrian and vehicular traffic on the parish 
driveway in the area bounded by the Church, Parish 
House, and Rectory. This is especially the case during 
the hours of Sunday and other religious services,    
Sunday School, and social events. All of our               
pedestrians require care, but some require special 
caution. For example, we have a growing number of 
children who attend Sunday School, and pass back and 
forth between the Church and Parish House with great 
enthusiasm, which can make them less than fully 
attentive to passing cars. We also have a substantial 
number of parishioners with mobility limitations who 
require both space and 
time to get to their  
destination.  
 
While increased     
numbers of pedestrians 
and cars at peak hours 
are signs of the growth 
and vitality of our    
parish community—a 
true blessing—they 
also have occasioned 
multiple near-miss 
events between       
pedestrians and cars, 
and heightened concerns about safety. Vestry and 
church officers have a responsibility to maintain our 
church campus as a safe environment. 
 
In 2013, the Vestry received multiple communications 
from the parish community about traffic safety and 
implemented some modest measures to address these 
concerns—for example the use of traffic cones to limit 
parking in front of the columbarium and Rectory. 
These measures proved insufficient and the matter of 
traffic safety was discussed in detail at the 2013      
Annual Meeting. Acting upon concerns expressed at 
the Annual Meeting, in early 2014 the Vestry            
impaneled a Traffic Safety Study Group, which         
forwarded a variety of recommendations to the Vestry 
in the late winter of 2014.  The Vestry endorsed      

(Continued on page 6) 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

At the annual meeting, the Treasurer reported that the 
operating fund for 2013 showed a slight surplus and 
that the operating fund for 2014 is likely to show a 
slight surplus.  The congregation approved the above 
operating budget with a surplus of $591.   
 
In addition to the operating fund, the Church maintains 
a number of other funds.  The purpose of these funds is 
to assure that income or gifts designated to be used for 
a specific purpose are used for that purpose.  The     
expanded budget above highlights two of these funds:  
the Mission Funds and the Major Capital Reserve.  The 
Vestry's intention is that Mission Funds distribute ten 
percent of operating funds to worthy causes; the tithe 
for 2015 is $27,000.  
 
The overall shortfall is due to a shortfall of $25,300 in 
our budget for capital projects. For 2015, capital pro-
jects include major renovations to the HVAC system in 
the rectory and church.  Additionally, there are always 
unforeseen expenses, such as cutting down a tree.    
Historically, shortfalls in the budgets for capital projects 
have been funded from reserves obtained through  
special events like the Safari Dinner or the Basement-to
-Roof Campaign--a highly variable source of funds.   
Certainly, a more predictable source of funds for      
capital projects would be desirable, and a larger       
endowment would help achieve this goal.  Identifying 
methods to better and more predictably fund major 
capital improvement and maintenance projects will be 
an important goal of the 2015 Vestry.   

- Marshall Blume 
Treasurer 

As of November 26, 2014 
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Spiritual Growth and Activities 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
     “Thank you God for…” is how we begin each Sunday 
School session.  Each person says what they are thankful 
for.  Some of the things the children have mentioned are 
family, friends, water, love, and bacon.  Recently we 
gave thanks and had a party for Ritze Miller to thank her 
for having been our artist-in-residence.  Ritze is becom-
ing our artistic consultant, which means that she will be 
helping us with special projects rather than being there 
every Sunday.  We also give thanks to Mary Ann 
Hensinger for her thoughtful gift of an Advent calendar 
for each Sunday School student. 
 

 We will be spending this month getting ready 
for the Christmas pageant.  The children will be portray-
ing Mary, Joseph, the angels and shepherds and the inn-
keeper.  The pageant is held Christmas Eve at 5:00 pm.  
We hope you can join us!   

- Barbara Cross 

WOMEN ON A JOURNEY 
 

 We will be finishing our discus-
sion on Stitches by Anne 
Lamott, and enjoy a Christmas 
lunch ----  

December 17th        9:30 am – noon 

(Date to be confirmed --- More infor-

mation to follow) 

 

For more information please con-
tact Beverly Rohman 

410-829-9561 or bever-
lyrohman@goeaston.net 

THE NATIVITY IN ART  
AND GOSPEL  

 

Louise Thorndike will present “The Nativity in Art and 
Gospel” on Sunday, December 14, at 9:15 AM.   The Na-
tivity story is found only in the gospels of Luke and 
Matthew.  Using the King James Version, she will present 
the well-loved verses from Luke to tell the story of the 
Journey to Bethlehem, the Census, the birth in the man-
ger, and the Adoration of the Shepherds.  She will use the 
gospel of Matthew to tell the story of the Wise 
Men.   This presentation will feature works of art primari-
ly from the National Gallery of Art in Washington, DC, in 
the hope of enriching the viewing experience of those 
who may visit the National Gallery this Christmas season. 

Geoff Holmes and Bob Kelly fixing the garage door! 
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RECTORY EPIPHANY OPEN HOUSE 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 4 

 
 

 
 

Please join us for an Open House at the Rectory on Janu-
ary 4 after the 9:30 service.  Baby Jesus is in his crèche 
and the three kings have arrived to honor the King of 

Kings.   We hope you will come by for food and fellow-
ship and to view Barbara’s collection of a dozen nativities 
from around the world.  We look forward to seeing you! 

- Barbara & Fr. Kevin 

LEGO NEEDED!! 

 
If you have Lego sitting 
around that your grandchil-
dren have outgrown, please 
consider passing it on to the 
Sunday School.   Father Kevin 
has introduced us to a won-
derful book entitled Building 
Faith Brick by Brick.  We will 
be having the children illus-
trate Bible stories using Lego.  
We will let their creative im-
aginations go to work and we 
need a large assortment of 

Lego to be able to do this.  As far as we know, there is no 
Biblical Lego so any Lego will do.  Thank you! 
 
 
 

 

ANNUAL 
CHRISTMAS 

BAZAAR 
 

SATURDAY 
DECEMBER 6 

 
9:00 am—12:00 pm 



 

LIFELINE  Page 6 

FLOWER GUILD 

 
Thanks to everyone who donates flowers for our altar 
throughout the year in memory of loved ones.  And,                                      
our appreciation to the ladies who arrange those        
flowers.  If you would like to donate flowers as memorials 
for January through June 
2015, please let me 
know.  And if you’d like to 
help with flower arranging, 
please call me. 
 
Each year many of you   do-
nate to provide the beautiful 
poinsettias and other flowers 
to adorn our sanctuary at 
Christmas.   If you would like 
to donate, please use the form provided and return it by 
December 21.  Thanks you for your generosity. 
 
We will decorate the church at 9:30 the morning of     
December 23.  All are welcome to help.   

Ellen Anderson 
410.226.5188 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

Thank you to our November and December Coffee hour 
organizers for providing such a lovely meeting time.   

 

November:  Kathy Becker, Sara Wangsness, Pucky      Lip-
pincott, Brooke Myers, and Sarah Ramsey.  Monthly re-
minder: Marguerite Owen 

 

December:  Meg van den Berg, Beverly Rohman, 
Marybeth Guerrieri and Ellen Anderson.   

- Sarah Ramsey 

SALVATION ARMY  

ANGEL TREE 
 
The Salvation Army Angel tree is in the 
Parish House.  We have 25 this year 
and it would be great if all 25 children 
would be taken.    
 

Unfortunately, they want the gifts  in 
Cambridge by Dec.5th,  Which means 
early Christmas shopping for many of 
us.   Remember, gifts are not to be 
wrapped.   
  

Again, thank you for giving a child a 
Christmas. 

- Doris Hughes 

CHRISTMAS PARTY FOR VETS 
 

Santa is arriving early at Holy Trinity.  On Thursday,     
December 11 at 3 pm we will be hosting a Christmas  
Party for veterans from Camp Royal Oak in Quantico.  
Camp Royal Oak provides services to help homeless    
veterans get back on their feet.  Most veterans stay at 
the home for 60 days during which time they receive 
room and board, social services, job coaching and life 
skill training.  This highly successful program has served 
hundreds and only had 6 veterans who needed to return 
for additional help.  We will be honoring them with a 
delicious holiday meal, music by the Free and Easy Band 
and gifts.   
 
If you wish to help with this mission activity through vol-
unteering or making a donation, please contact Fr. Kevin  

410.226.5134 

several of these recommendations and a Traffic Safety Implementation Group was formed. The most immediate 
manifestation of the Implementation Group’s work is a white painted stop bar on the pavement just before the side 
entrance of the Church. The purpose of the bar is to bring traffic to a halt in the high-pedestrian movement area   
between the Church and Parish Hall. The Implementation Group had initially considered installing a speed bump or 
rumble strips in this area, but being mindful of issues of cost, aesthetics, and the likely effectiveness and durability of 
these measures, we chose the less obtrusive stop-bar approach.  Shortly, a modest-sized and tastefully designed sign 
will be installed to alert drivers to the upcoming stop bar.  The Implementation Group is also working on improving 
traffic signage and lines of vision between drivers and pedestrians that are now obscured by shrubbery.        

- Bob Kelly 
 Junior Warden and  

Recorder for the Traffic Safety Implementation Group 
- Father Kevin Cross, Rector  

IMPROVING TRAFFIC SAFETY (Continued from page 3) 
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PO Box 387 
Oxford, MD 21654-0387 
410.226.5134 

MISSION 

The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish in Oxford, 
Maryland: a caring Christian community dedicated to growing 
in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship. 

Who We Are 

We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of committed 
people willingly sharing their talents to help those in need. 
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging of others 
also on the journey, and non-judgmental of where one might 
be on that journey. 

The Church of the Holy Trinity 
Lifeline 
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