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A MEDITATION ON THOMAS 
Thomas, dear Thomas, you were always the one with the 
questions. You, Thomas, did not hide your feelings and      
concerns. You did not bury your doubts deep in your chest for 
none to see. You, dear Thomas, were unafraid to let your 
friends see you fully - limitations and all. You, dear Thomas, 
were one who needed to experience life – to see, to taste, to 
touch, to hear and to feel. Although, once committed, you 
were always at the ready to put your whole body, mind and 
being into whatever you did and to do it with gusto. You were 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the courageous one, the faithful apostle who enthusiastically 
proclaimed your readiness to go back to Judea with Jesus and 
die with him in the face of the certain threats and danger. 
You lived your life full of questions, doubt and passion. No, 
Thomas, you were not one for holding back. You let loose 
your doubts, concerns and expectations in that upper room. 
In that Upper Room, you were so moved by Jesus’             
compassion and understanding of your doubts that you knew 
it could not be anyone other than your friend and Lord. You 
no longer needed to probe his wounds to vanquish your 
doubts; you knew it was him, you accepted him and you    
proclaimed your loyalty once again. Thank you, Thomas, for 
showing us that in spite of our doubts and fears we, too, can 
be a friend of Jesus for he is the brother of us all. 

Thomas, good old “doubting Thomas,” is a gift to us all. 
Through his example, and the compassion shown by Jesus to 

him, we can see that ours is faith big enough for doubters 
and questioners – there is room at the table for all. Blind faith 
is not a requirement of this community of Christ. Most of our 
faith journeys involve periods of great faith and periods of 
great doubt – our doors may be locked at these times of 
doubt but Jesus is still present just as we are expected to be 
present for each other. Like the disciples, our mission is to 
take the good news out to the world, to live out Jesus’      
compassion and understanding in our daily lives. This mission 
also asks us to be accepting of ourselves. It gives us            
permission to be patient and understanding toward ourselves 
during periods of doubt and woundedness. Jesus did not 
come back with a fully healed body. He came to us showing 
his wounds and his frailties. Moreover, out of that        
woundedness, he extends to us nothing but understanding, 
compassion and forgiveness. Let us extend that same       
compassion and forgiveness to ourselves and to all of our   
brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Blessings,  

 
Fr. Kevin 

 
 Doubting Thomas by Nicholas Piliero  
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WE ARE WORKING FOR YOU 
 

Have you noticed all the wonderful things that are         
happening at our little country church? Have you felt the 
vibrant spirit of people coming together for Christian     
nurturing, fellowship, friendship and fun?   Have you      
noticed all the renovations and repairs, the Bulletin Boards 
filled with children’s art, the beautifully groomed grounds 
ready for Spring, the care packages to servicemen and food 
we provide to the needy, the pristine care of the altar and 
garbs, the friendly signs reminding drivers to slow down 
and what about the lampposts up the driveway??  We are 
bursting with energy and action and, now, light……at last!  
Your Vestry, along with countless volunteers, is working 
hard tending to all the needs of our beautiful church    
campus and close community of parishioners. There are 
plans to expand the Columbarium, install a much-needed 
security system, and a long list of other ‘needs’ and ‘must- 
haves’ that continue to be ranked and prioritized according 
to budget and funding—always keeping our mind on fiscal 
responsibility for today and planning for tomorrow. We 
have come a long way in these last 4 years under Father 
Kevin’s leadership, but it is just the beginning. As you can 
imagine, our responsibilities to this incredible church home 
and to the people who value it are never ending.  
 

Please keep the church in your prayers, continue with your 
generous support, check the Wish List in Lifelines to see if 
there is something you might be able to donate, and thank 
a Vestry member for serving. Come to one of our monthly 
Vestry meetings—share your thoughts—see the passion 
and people who are working for you!  It is wonderful doing 
God’s work for Holy Trinity.  
    
We are so Blessed! 

 
Senior Warden 

 
 
 
 

CHEERS 
AND  
APPRECIATION 
                 
 
 
 Kathy Gilson and her amazing garden crew for all their 

hard work sprucing up the property for Spring 

 Ann Bellinger and the Flower Guild for planting the 
pots and decorating the church so beautifully for Easter 

 Justine and Jim Cooney for their generous donation of 
a Belleek Holy Water Font 

 Father Kevin for his Lenten series and reflective    prep-
aration for Easter  

 Chris Gilson for organizing the Plant Sale and gathering 
lots of helper bees 

 ALL who purchased flowers on Oxford Day to benefit 
the ECW Mission Fund 

 Tom Hazen for generously funding the purchase of new 
robes for the choir 

 Phoebe Cross - born April 20, 2014 - for bringing such 
joy to her grandparents, Kevin & Barbara Cross 

 Isobel Tascher for being the official church                 
photographer 

 Sarah Ramsay for taking charge of arranging coffee 
hour hosts & hostesses 

 Wendy Pagenstecher for funding the new crosses for 
the choir 

 Tot O’Mara for seeing the lantern project to             
completion. Let there be light!! 

 Altar Guild for so skillfully and prayerfully dressing and 
undressing the altar for Holy Week 

 Thank you to Cora and the Holy Trinity Choir for the 
inspiring music during Holy Week and at our East-
er  services.  

 Thank you to Eugénie and our Office Angels for         
producing all the extra bulletins for our Holy Week and 
Easter services. 

 

With gratitude and appreciation ---- 

 
Senior Warden 
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NEW TURTLE CROSSING AT HOLY TRINITY? 
 
You may have noticed two turtles with slow signs recently appeared around the Holy 
Trinity grounds. No, they are not pointing out a new turtle crossing. However, they are 
trying to alert parishioners to safety problems we have been experiencing with traffic 
flow. Your vestry has been working toward addressing two serious traffic concerns that 
have presented risks to our youth and other parishioners: speed and near-misses. We 
have had several close calls with cars not slowing down as they approach the entrances 
to our Church and Parish House and with cars backing in and out of parking spots before 
and after services. As a temporary measure, we have engaged the help of our turtles to 
serve as reminders to slow down and take notice.  
 

Subsequent to a discussion of these issues at the annual meeting in November a      
committee was appointed by the Vestry to study these issues. Their recommendations 
were presented to the Vestry in March and were discussed at the April Vestry Meeting.  
Recommendations include placing a speed bump between the church and parish house to slow down traffic as well as 
creating a safety zone outside both of the parish doors. You may have noticed planters in front of the church are    
being used to create a buffer between the church entrance and the drive to try out this idea. Also, we have stopped 
allowing parking between the church and Columbarium during services.  
 

Final solutions to these issues will take time to implement. We will strive to preserve the beauty of our grounds as we 
improve the safety. In the meantime please heed the turtles. Thank you. 
 

SPRING CLEAN UP!  
THANK YOU GARDEN VOLUNTEERS!! 

                                                    
Kathy & Doug Becker 
Suzanne Beyda 
Marshall Blume 
Clint Clubb 
Barbara & Kevin Cross 
George Curlin 
Gordon Fronk 
Kathy & Chris Gilson 
Corrie James 
Ron Kaufman 
Bob Kelly 
Michelle Mactavish 
Pat Martin 
Tot O’Mara 
Jim Peterson 
Heather Pusey 
Adrian Scales 
Cynthia Pyron 
Bill & Elspeth Ritchie 
Al & Eleanor Smith 
Sarah & David Wangsness 
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Christian Formation and Activities 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
ART SHOW RECEPTION 

JUNE 1, 2014 
 
Once again, under the guidance of our Artist-in-Residence 

Ritze Miller, the children have created wonderful art     
during their time in Sunday School this past year.      
 
Following the 9:30 service on June 1, please join us in the 
Parish Hall to view the children’s art work and to enjoy the 
reception of delicious gluten-free and nut-free refresh-
ments. It means so much to the children to have you there 
and show your support. Thank you. 

- Barbara Cross 
 

SUMMER  
ACTIVITIES 

 
Due to scheduling issues with 
camps because of the late 
dismissal of school due to 
snow days, we will not be 
holding a vacation summer 
camp this year. However, in 
July we will be having an   
evening of pasta, popcorn 
and a movie. Stay tuned for 
more details. 

 
- Barbara Cross 

YOUTH SUNDAY 
JUNE 1 

 
June’s 9:30 service is a  special 
service for all to see our youth 
in action. From greeting you as 
you arrive to doing the        
readings, creating the prayers of 
the people, bringing up the gifts 
and more, the children will be 
actively participating in this  
service. Two of our older youth 

in the parish will also be recognized for their participation.  
 

CANASTA, CANASTA 
Thursday, May 1, 15 and 29 at 9:30 am 

Tuesday, May 6 & 20 at 1:00 pm 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME!! 
INFO CONTACT: CYNTHIA PYRON 

410-763-7363 

2013 Sunday School Art Show Dedication 

2013 Vacation Bible Camp 
Newly born lamb at  

Cooke’s Hope 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 
After a May hiatus, a 10-part 
study ‘The Twelve    Disci-
ples” will begin       Monday, 
June 2 at 9:30 am and con-
tinue on successive Mon-
days in June. The study will 
resume on Monday, Sep-
tember 15 to complete the 
last 5 lessons on the  disci-
ples. 
 
Study booklets are available 
from Mary Ann Hensinger (410.463.0405) for $5.00. 



 

 
 

 
CBMM 
FLEET 

BLESSING 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum in St. Michaels host-
ed the 3rd Annual Blessing of the Fleet on Wednesday, April 
9, 2014 under the 1879 Hooper Strait Lighthouse. The event 
was attended by nearly 100 guests as we honored those lost 
in the maritime fields and prayed for all those out on the 
waters today. Learn more at www.cbmm.org. — 
at Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum.  
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LET’S DO LUNCH 

May 13 
11:30 pm 

 
Panera Bread on Rte 50 

 
For questions please call  

Cynthia Pyron 410- 763-7363. 

COFFEE HOUR VOLUNTEERS 
 
The current list of volunteers for coffee hour goes through the end of May, so I will be making up a new list to start in 
June. Usually the same volunteers repeat for the next year. If you were on this list, please let me know if you have a 
conflict for the next coffee “year.” I’ll send the new list out by email. 
 
We are looking for additional volunteers. Coffee hour is a nice event and not too demanding. 
Volunteers bring some finger food, such as cookies or loaf breads (homemade or purchased) and 
occasionally some easy-to-eat fruit. For summer months, June through September, volunteers 
prepare iced tea and lemonade from a mix; for other months, they prepare coffee. All drink   
ingredients are provided by the church, except for coffee cream. I am happy to meet with      an-
yone new to go over the directions and location of food. 
 
Please let me know if you would be willing to host a coffee hour. Thanks!!  
Sarah Ramsey Phone:  410-226-5345;  email:  Ramsey4019@gmail.com 

HAT SUNDAY 
June 1 

 
 
We are continuing the tradition of wearing our finest 
head ornaments on the first Sunday in June. We are 
fortunate to have Susan Delean Botkin and Deb Bar-
bour share hats from their collections. If you need one 
to wear, just arrive a little early before the 9:30 service 
and our millinery experts will help you find the perfect 
chapeaux!   

http://WWW.CBMM.ORG
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WISH LIST 
           
 Keurig (or comparable)   
one-cup-at-a-time                
coffee / beverage maker for 
the Parish Hall  

 Two or more volunteers 
who would inventory all the 
items in the kitchen—dishes,       

silverware, supplies, paper products, 
etc 

 Regular and Decaf   coffee—large   
containers 

 Sponsors for new table cloths for the 
Parish Hall—our supply of white      
rectangular ones is disappearing 

WORKS OF MERCY 
 

As part of our Lenten series examining the Works of Mercy as a 
guide for spiritual growth, news correspondent and author       
Christine Donovan spoke to a group of over 50 attendees about the 
ongoing practice of slavery in the 21st century. She pointed out that 
tragedy is not just an issue in far-off places but that human         
trafficking has even been found to go on in our own backyard of the 
eastern shore. Christine also inspired the mission team to become 
involved in helping support a Hope for Healing  retreat this June for 
girls who have been victims of abuse. We have provided financial 
support, arranged for transportation vehicles and will be cooking 
some meals for the retreat. If you would like more information, 
please contact Fr. Kevin or a member of the mission team . 

Peace Pals 
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The Church of the Holy Trinity 
PO Box 387 
Oxford, MD 21654-0387 
410.226.5134 

MISSION 

The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish in Oxford, 
Maryland: a caring Christian community dedicated to growing 
in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship. 

Who We Are 

We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of committed 
people willingly sharing their talents to help those in need. 
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey—encouraging of    
others also on the journey and non-judgmental of where one 
might be on that journey. 
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OLDE-FASHIONED COOK-OUT 
JUNE 1, 2014—5:00 pm 

on the Rectory Lawn 
 

On June 1st at 5:00 P.M., plan on joining in an Olde-
Fashioned Cook Out on the lawn of the Rectory        
overlooking the beautiful Tred Avon River. We’ll have 
the grills blazing to charcoal your favorite burgers, dogs 
and chicken or anything else 
you choose. There’ll be plenty 
of salads, sides, fixin’s,       
desserts and beverages. We 
are planning games and 
“sporting events” for young 
and old . Volunteers are 
needed to plan and            
coordinate the good times, so please sign up in the    
Parish Hall or contact Gordon “Coconuts/Sombrero” 
Fronk either by telephone at 410-226-1044 or email at 
gfronk@fronklaw.com.  

Save the date and  
plan on bringing your friends and family.  

A good time is guaranteed for all. 


