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THE PRACTICE OF FORGIVENESS 
Our Lenten series this year started out focusing on the Works 
of Mercy.  These works, both corporal and spiritual, were 
foundational in the early church in defining the distinct iden-
tity of what it meant to follow Christ and live life as a practic-
ing Christian.  Our first evening examined one of the spiritual 
works that I consider to be essential to preparing one to fully 
engage in living a life based on The Works of Mercy – that 
work is the practice of Forgiveness.   
 
For many reasons, the act of 
forgiveness is foundational to 
any of the corporal or spiritu-
al works of mercy.  With for-
giveness in our hearts, we 
become capable of doing 
great works of mercy.  Ac-
cepting God’s love and for-
giveness in our own lives em-
powers us to go forth and do 
the same for others. We can 
give mercy away freely be-
cause we have first learned 
to accept it from God who 
forgives and accepts us all.    
 
To Forgive Offenses Willingly 
is an outward and inward action.  It applies to forgiving oth-
ers and ourselves.  Nothing is ever gained by holding a 
grudge, but much is lost.  Tightly held self-blame, shame and 
guilt do not lead to goodness. They do not lead toward God 
but rather they lead away from God.  Whether it is anger and 
blame we assign to someone else or ourselves, dwelling on 
such negative feelings is not the way of Christ.   
 
To paraphrase a quote taken from Nelson Mandela’s inaugu-
ration speech in terms of forgiveness ,“your dwelling in anger 
and un-forgiveness does not serve the world.  There is noth-
ing enlightened about shrinking from the world.”  To hold a 
grudge is to shrink and withdraw from the world.  To forgive 
is to reengage with the world and live the way of Christ. 
 

 
We are reminded of the importance of both asking for and 
granting forgiveness during this liturgical season.  Through-
out his ministry Jesus practiced the act of forgiveness even 
up to his time on the cross.  In the gospel of Luke we hear 
the thief ask for forgiveness.  He asked Jesus to remember 
him “when Thou comes into Thy Kingdom.”    At the same 
time that others around the cross engaged in acts that reject-
ed the Christ, this one was penitent.  In this one request, he 

rejected a life that had been 
engaged in acts turning away 
from God to one that turned 
toward God. Jesus responded, 
“Truly, I say to you, today you 
will be with me in paradise” 
Jesus extended forgiveness not 
only to the thief that asked for 
it but to the world.  The seven 
last words of Christ begin with 
“Father forgive them for they 
know not what they do.”  For-
giveness was his last act on the 
cross. 
 
Forgiveness is most often talked 
about as an outward act one 
grants to another.  However, it 

is just as important to focus this practice on ourselves.  It is 
essential to recognize that the practice of forgiveness is heal-
ing medicine for our souls.  For the spiritual journey to ma-
ture, we must move beyond ourselves and we cannot do so 
without applying forgiveness to the self and others.  Jesus’ 
practice of forgiveness and the divine command to forgive 
are not simply about altruism.  Forgiveness is a gift we give to 
ourselves. 
 

Blessings,  

 
Fr. Kevin 
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Parish Lamplighter Position Filled 

Parishioner Ray Munsch has agreed to 
take on the position of Parish Lamp-

lighter, i.e. the person who maintains 
interior and exterior lighting.  

If you notice a burnt-out light at Holy 
Trinity, please contact Ray by email 
(raymunsch@gmail.com ) or leave a 

message at the parish office (410-226-
5134), and describe the location of the 

burnt-out 

Office Angels 

Friday has been designed as Folding 
Day here at Holy Trinity. Every Friday 

at 9:30 am a group of 4-5 people 
(John Delean, Carol Patterson, Ed 

Miller, and Connie Greenhawk) gath-
er in the parish hall to fold 110-120 

bulletins in preparation for Sunday Services.  
 

Thanks to Connie Greenhawk, Chief Office Angel, and her 
team of folders who did double duty in March with two 
large folding projects: Lifeline and the Church Directory.  

 

Thanks also to Lisa Strang, Marguerite  and members of 
the Lunch Bunch who helped out at the last minute with 

the service bulletin in Celebration of Bob Bissell’s Life. 
 

A huge thanks goes also to Debbie Smith, Marybeth Guer-
rieri, Ann Bellinger, and Tot for their proofing reading skills 

and time!! 

- Eugénie Drayton 

Holy Water Font 
 
As you enter Holy Trinity through our main doors you will 
notice we have 
recently installed 
a beautiful holy 
water font.  This 
antique Belleek 
font from Ireland 
was donated to 
Holy Trinity by 
Justine and Jim 
Cooney.  Tradi-
tionally the bap-
tismal font is 
placed at the en-
trance to the 
church.  However 
the intimate de-
sign of our church 
does not allow for 
the placement of our font at our entrance.   The purpose of 
a holy water font at the entrance to the church is to serve 
the same symbolic purpose as a baptismal font.  It is there 
to remind believers of their baptism as they enter the 
church to worship, since the rite of baptism served as their 
initiation into the Church.   Please take a moment to ad-
mire the beauty of this finely crafted font – it is a piece of 
art.  Jim and Justine, thank you for your generosity and 
faithfulness to the church. 

Cheers  
and  
Appreciation 
                 
 Great Cooks, Participants, & 

our “Legal Team,” Marguerite Owen and Gordon Fronk 
for their talent to the wonderful, fun night of Trivia for 
Missions 

 Shrove Tuesday Cooks & Participants who enjoyed 
pancakes and fellowship …and no fire in the kitchen! 

 Rosalie Bryan, Barbara Cross, Steve Fuguet, Dick New-
ton, Sue Schulz & Isabel Tascher for their gracious as-
sistance at the service for Bob Hill  

 Cynthia Pyron for starting a Canasta group and for 
hosting the dinner for Sr. Anne McCarthy 

 Monasteries of the Heart Retreat Participants for giv-
ing up a Saturday to enjoy a time for inspiration, insight 
and fellowship with Sr. Anne McCarthy  

 Bob Kelly, Jr. Warden, for creating fabulous project 
planning tools & processes for the Buildings & Grounds 
needs of the church and Vestry 

 Louise Thorndike for another insightful look at the Vir-
gin Mary through art history 

 Midge and Mike Menzies for hosting our March Wel-
come Reception at their lovely home 

 Jr. Warden, Bob Kelly, & Treasurer, Marshall Blume for 
joining me at a Saturday workshop to bring Wardens 
and Treasurers from the diocese together – and 
planned by a committee headed by Fr. Cross. 

 

With gratitude and appreciation ---- 

Senior Warden 

mailto:raymunsch@gmail.com
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Pre-Orders for Geraniums 

Orders will be taken 
by email only** be-

tween March 29 and 
April 21. Pick up date 

is April 26—Oxford 
Day, rain or shine 

 
(checks or cash only at 
pick up time, please) 

 
Many other types of flowers and vegetable plants will be 

available at the April 26 event. 

2014 ECW Plant Sale 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Spring is coming (finally) … hold off buying 
your Spring plantings for just 5 more weeks  

 
Date:  Saturday, April 26—Oxford Day 
Place: Front lawn 
 Church of the Holy Trinity 
Time: 9:00 am—3:00 pm  
 RAIN OR SHINE! 
 

Pre-sale for geraniums: April 1 thru April 21 
Everyone is invited!! 

 
More Flowers this year than ever before: more gera-
niums if you missed the pre-sale, impatiens, begon-
ias, Gerber daisies, perennials, hanging baskets; ros-
es, hibiscus, and various vegetables. 

 

Geraniums in Pots Order Info 

Size   Cost per pot 

4.5” $5.00 

8” $12.00 

10” $18.00 

12” $24.00 

14” $45.00 

  

Available Colors: 

Red, Pink, White, Peach, Lavender (very limited) 

 

**Place orders by emailing ctgilson@yahoo.com between 

3/29 and no later than 4/21 PM. In addition to order 

quantities/sizes/colors/total cost, please add your email 

address and telephone number. All orders will be con-

firmed. Bring check or cash for total amount due to the 

Oxford Day Sale on 4/26. Make checks out to Holy Trinity 

Church. You may pick up the geraniums on the front lawn 

organized in clusters with your name identifying your spe-

cific order. (Pre-orders are discounted) 

  
Pepper Holmes with Susan Botkin-Delean and Mary Dun-

lavery at the second of three speaker series events. 
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Christian Formation and Activities 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
We continue to study the miracles of Jesus.  As you 
can see in the photo,  the children enjoyed painting 
a map mural of the Holy Land.  This is now on the 
bulletin board and they will be adding drawings of 
some of the miracles of Jesus.  The children will be 
taking home the booklets they made of their ver-
sion of the Lord’s Prayer.  Earlier this year we in-
cluded their translation in the Lifeline.   
 
We need your help!  The children continue their 
Lenten project of collecting “Change for Change.”  
There is a big mayonnaise jar that we would love to 
see filled up with change.  When you come to 
coffee hour, please empty your pockets and con-

tribute to our project.  In the 
past we have purchased items 
for those in need – animals, 
medicine, and food.  We will be 
collecting through Easter.  When 
we meet for our final Sunday 
School class for this school year 
on April 27, the children will de-
cide how to use the money to 
help those in need.  
 
We will also be writing the Pray-
ers of the People for the 10:30 
Easter service.  On Palm Sunday, 
the children will lead the proces-
sional into the church.  They will 

come out of the church and return to the Parish 
Hall where they will spend the rest of the service.  
We will be making Easter cards to send with the 
Lunch Bunch meals. 
 
It has been a great year!  The children have learned 
a great deal about Jesus and how to carry out the 
greatest commandments:  Love God; Love one an-
other.   

 
- Barbara Cross 
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LET’S DO LUNCH 
April 8 

 
 
 

The LET’S DO LUNCH group meets each month on the sec-
ond Tuesday at 11:30 at Panera's. The growing group en-

joys lunch and good conversation.   
 

Open to everyone including couples. 
 

For questions please call  
Cynthia Pyron 410- 763-7363. 

MONASTERIES OF THE HEART 
 
On Saturday March 22, Sr. Anne McCarthy of the Benedictine 
Sisters of Erie, conducted a retreat at Holy Trinity.  Sr. Anne 
introduced us to the practices of Monasteries of the Heart, a 
model for following the spiritual practices of Benedict in the 
modern world.  This new movement of spiritual practice was 
given birth at Sr. Anne’s monastery under the leadership of 
Joan Chittister, a prolific and well known author of books on 
modern day spiritual practice.  Sr. Anne also joined us at our 
Sunday serves and preached a moving sermon on Jesus’ en-
counter with the Samaritan woman at the well.   If you are 
interested in exploring how we might form a local Monaster-
ies of the Heart spiritual group, please contact Fr. Kevin.  

CANASTA, CANASTA 

We are having a lot of fun!  If you want to laugh, relax, 
and visit too, come join us.  Everyone is a beginner and 
no one makes a mistake.  This is truly a positive experi-
ence.  We play every other Thursday at 9:30 am to 
noon.  Mark your calendars for the next game day, 
April 3rd.  There is also a men’s table for those who 
showed an interest in relearning their favorite game 
from the 50’s.  Questions:  410 763-7363, Cynthia Py-

TRIVIA WITH A MISSION 
 
Everyone agrees that we have the best cooks at Holy Trinity.   
We had a wonderful evening with delicious lasagnas, salads and 
desserts followed by a fun time of trivia.  This year we had such 
a great response that we sold out the evening!  Everyone had a 
great time and learned about Aguayuda, which provides clean 
water and sanitation in Columbia; and about Sophia’s Circle, 
Edwina Gately’s program offering support and retreats for 
women who are trying to get off the streets of Chicago.  
Through this fun evening, we raised enough money to send 
these missions almost one thousand dollars each. 
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THANK YOU! 
February 20th,  we said good luck to a warrior we 
have known and watched recover for 5 years. We 
met Tyrel at the “old” Walter Reed when he was a 
patient.  He loved the brownies so much that he 
nicknamed us the” brownie Moms”. I don’t think he 

ever missed our visits and we enjoyed our visits with him.  Guinness 
who is my service dog and Tyrell became good buddies over the years. 
Once the BIG move occurred we feared we would not see many of the 
faces we had grown to follow and love as many went to Ft. Bel-
voir.  However, God made sure Tyrell made it to the “new” Walter 
Reed and again we looked forward to his smiling face.  Tyrell not only 
overcame his wounds, but he now is in charge of a unit that was un-
dergoing many of the same wounds as he had overcome. He came by 
yesterday to inform me that he was being transferred to Kansas. 
Though tears were in my eyes, we hugged and I told him how proud I 
was to know him and to see that he is moving on with his life.  He re-
quested a few pictures of him with Guinness on his phone, and I asked 
him to keep us informed of his travels and career.  He was promoted 
this week. Hooray! I informed him we certainly could send brownies to 
Kansas during the winter months.  A huge grin from ear to ear ap-
peared as we said our goodbyes.   
 
Thanks for all the brownies– they do make a difference. 
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SPRING CLEAN UP 
April 6th – 9:00 – noon 

 
We would appreciate any time you could give us, even ½ 
hour.  We would be grateful for any work you could do: 
hand trimming, weeding, raking, edging, machine trim-
ming, filling bags, general encouragement.  Please wear 
old 
clothes 
and bring 
gloves, 
knee pads, 
clippers, 
trowel, 
weeder, 
lopper, 
hand saw, 
shovel, 
rake 
(whatever you like to use), tarps, and a truck.  We will 
have trash bags, bins, and a ladder.  Bring a friend!  
 

Any questions,  
email Kathy Gilson @ kkgilson@yahoo.com.  

REUNION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Eugénie and Sr. Anne McCarthy enjoy a mini-reunion at 
Women on a Journey’s Friday Potluck dinner.. They par-
ticipated in the same small group for their  Shalem Insti-

tute’s ‘Leading Contemplative Group Prayer and Re-
treats” program from 2009-2010. 
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The Church of the Holy Trinity 
PO Box 387 
Oxford, MD 21654-0387 
410.226.5134 

MISSION 

The Church of The Holy Trinity, an Episcopal Parish in Oxford, 
Maryland: a caring Christian community dedicated to growing 
in God’s love through worship, study, service and fellowship. 

Who We Are 

We are a small parish with a big heart comprised of committed 
people willingly sharing their talents to help those in need. 
We are all seekers on a spiritual journey; encouraging of others 
also on the journey, and non-judgmental of where one might 
be on that journey. 
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Holy Week and Easter Services 
 

Palm Sunday—April 13 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist with choir and  

Dramatic reading 
10:30 am Family Holy Eucharist and Sunday School 

 

Holy Wednesday—April 16 
6:00 pm Tenebrae Service 

Maundy Thursday—April 17 
6:00 pm Supper and Celebration of the Last Supper 

Good Friday—April 18 
12:00 pm Ecumenical Prayer Service 

Oxford United Methodist Church 
3:00 pm The Way of the Cross 

 

Easter Sunday—April 20 
8:00 am Festal Eucharist with choir and Gail Aveson, 

Soprano and Terron Quailes, Bass 
10:30 am Festal Family Eucharist with  guest 

Musicians, Lisa Fatica & Richard Foote, Clarinets 


